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KENNEY HITS ALL THE RIGHT NOTES WITH 
CABINET APPOINTMENTS
Tim Gerwing

On Tuesday morning at Government House in Edmonton, Albertans watched as Jason Kenney was officially sworn in as 
Alberta’s 18th Premier, along with 20 new Cabinet Ministers and three Associate Ministers. 

While UCP opponents were likely looking for controversy in the appointments, Kenney’s cabinet ended up being diverse, 
talented and young – with an average age of just 43. Indeed, Kenney’s leadership team includes a strong balance, 
regionally, professionally and demographically, and will be formidable during the long-promised "summer of repeal".

Among the notable Cabinet picks are Edmonton’s only UCP MLA-designate, Kaycee Madu, a highly-skilled lawyer who will 
steer the municipal file forward following the passing of the new city charter. (With his election, Madu become the first-ever 
African-born Cabinet Minister in Alberta history.) Calgary-North West MLA-designate Sonya Savage, who holds a Masters of 
Law in Environment and Energy and who has spent the past 12 years working as the Senior Director of Policy and 
Regulatory Affairs at the Canadian Energy Pipeline Association, will manage the energy file amid ongoing issues with 
pipeline expansion. Red Deer-North MLA-designate 
Adriana LaGrange, the former president of the 
Alberta Catholic School Trustees’ Association, will 
take-over the education portfolio. Innisfail-Sylvan 
Lake MLA-designate Devin Dreeshen, who once 
worked for federal Agriculture Minister Gerry Ritz, 
was tapped to lead the agriculture file amid 
tensions with China over canola exports. (Dreeshen, 
the son of Red Deer-Mountain View MP Earl 
Dreeshen, will likely be effective in this role as he is 
a canola farmer himself.) And in a nod to northern 
Alberta, Grande Prairie-Wapiti MLA-designate Travis 
Toews, a CMA and CPA who owns and operates a 
cattle ranch, will manage the finance portfolio, 
arguably the biggest Cabinet job there is. 

You can see the full list of Kenney’s Cabinet picks here. 

“We are eager to get to work,” Kenney said. “This is 
a young, diverse, energetic cabinet … I believe that 
amongst us thirteen languages can be spoken. We have farmers, tradesmen, oil and gas experts, small business owners, 
academics, a musician, public servants, and teachers. We even have some lawyers.”

Whereas former Premier Rachel Notley’s NDP government faced criticism over the perceived lack of experience of its 
Cabinet members (Kathleen Ganley, Notley’s former Justice Minister, had only graduated law school three years before she 
was appointed to lead the justice file), Kenney’s cabinet comes with ample experience, despite its relative youth. This 
suggests Kenney has hit all the right notes, creating a Cabinet fit to govern Alberta in 2019, but also one with significant 
executive experience. 

As has been the tradition in recent Alberta history, Kenney gave himself a major Cabinet portfolio as well, becoming 
Alberta’s newest Intergovernmental Relations 
Minister. In taking the Intergovernmental Relations 
role, Kenney will lead the fight against provinces 
intent on blocking Alberta’s energy interests and 
Justin Trudeau’s Liberal government over the 
looming imposition of a federal carbon tax.  

More urgently, however, Kenney and his Cabinet will 
soon have to meet in preparation for the spring 
session, in which Kenney will seek to pass several major pieces of legislation, including Bill 1, the Carbon Tax Repeal Act, 
which will erase the provincial carbon tax brought in by the NDP, and Bill 2, the Open for Business Act, which will cut 
Alberta’s corporate tax rate from 12 to 8 per cent, among other things. These two flagship bills will represent the start of a 
litany of legislative changes promised by the UCP during the 2019 election. 

“We will focus relentlessly on creating good jobs, growing the economy and building pipelines — west, east and south — 

to get our products to market,” Kenney said. “We have many more commitments to keep — 375 to be precise.”

The upcoming session is sure to bring fireworks as the polarized legislature will represent just two parties for the first time 
since Ralph Klein’s PCs and Laurence Decore’s Liberals squared off in 1993. And while Kenney has put a strong Cabinet in 
place, he will face a sizable 24-member NDP opposition. This marks the largest elected official opposition also since 1993, 
when Decore’s Liberals sent 32 MLAs to the legislature. 

At least to begin the new term, Notley will continue in her leadership role with the NDP. Speculation is all over the map as to 
what Notley’s future as leader could hold and includes everything from resigning within the first year of her term to running 
again as leader in 2023. In all likelihood, Notley won’t be leaving her caucus anytime soon, and will be one of the NDP’s 
strongest assets in opposition, where she originally cut her teeth as a legislator. 

Notley and the NDP were largely quiet on Tuesday, serving as further evidence that Kenney’s Cabinet is a well-chosen one. 
Kenney, meanwhile, started the day by 
tweeting a picture of himself as a child with 
former Prime Minister John Diefenbaker.

“When I was nine, former Prime Minister John 
Diefenbaker sat down and chatted with me for 
ten minutes. That conversation kindled in me a 
deep interest in public service, which has 
brought me to this day,” he said in an 
accompanying message. 

“Dief the Chief,” as he was called, has a 
lasting legacy in Canada for, among other 
things, revitalizing western agriculture through 
wheat sales to Asia and introducing the 
Canadian Bill of Rights in 1960, which 
extended the right to vote to Canada’s First Nations people.

Kenney is certainly expecting to do great things, and after receiving a record-setting 1,040,004 votes in the 2019 election, 
Albertans are expecting him to do great things as well. With a strong Cabinet now in place, all eyes turn to the Alberta 
Legislature for the spring session, with the hopes of great things to come. 
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KEY INFLUENCER PROFILE

JAMIE HUCKABAY
CHIEF OF STAFF TO THE PREMIER
Zack Ziolkowski 

Premier Jason Kenney will have a familiar face at the helm of his Premier’s Office, with 
Jamie Huckabay taking on the role of Chief of Staff to the Premier. Jamie held this same 
role previously for Kenney when the UCP was in opposition. 

Born in Alberta, Jamie attended the University of Lethbridge, obtaining a Bachelor of Arts 
with a focus on North American trade relations. He also achieved a Fullbright Scholarship 

to Johns Hopkins University where he obtained a Masters in International Relations and Economics. If that wasn’t enough, he 
then went on to obtain his MBA from the prestigious Oxford University..

After all these academic successes, Jamie started his career in global business. Prior to working for Kenney, he worked for 
Taplytics, a mobile technology firm that specializes in helping global companies create digital experiences with artificial 
intelligence. He also has corporate experience in Asia, including serving as CEO of Ushi.com in Shanghai, and Head of 
International at 08liter.com in Seoul. 

Jamie assisted Kenney in his successful PC leadership campaign in 2017 as head of convention operations. 

With his mix of experienced in international business and provincial politics, Jamie will be a strong member of Kenney’s inner 
circle and provide invaluable advice on expanding business opportunity in the province along with strategic direction for the 
government as a whole. 

Source: Twitter
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NDP SHADOW CABINET WILL NEED TO BE READY TO 
OPPOSE   
Bronte Valk

On Tuesday, Premier Jason Kenney and his cabinet were officially sworn in, forming Alberta’s first ever UCP government. With 
only a few returning members left in the party, many of the new UCP cabinet ministers come directly from the private sector 
and are neither versed in politics nor government. This lack of understanding about the innerworkings of government could 
provide the remaining NDP MLAs with a unique opportunity to use their knowledge of projects and legislation to their 
advantage. Rachel Notley will be counting on a strong Shadow Cabinet to hold the UCP’s feet to the fire on these matters and 
more. That team will have to be strong and ready to oppose, as Kenney will certainly want to hit the ground running this spring 
session. 

While it would be easy to predict that an MLA like Sarah Hoffman would end up as the Shadow Minister for health, party 
insiders believe the NDP opposition could see a significant shakeup. If this occurs, this could be a clever strategic move from 
Notley. When opposition MLAs have the same portfolios they had in government, there is the potential to create an 
unnecessarily antagonistic relationship with new Ministers. It's likely the NDP has no interest in a constant back and forth 
blame game between a new minister and the former minister and will appoint fresh new faces to battle it out in the house.

Kenney appointed a rather large cabinet, consisting of 20 Ministers (including himself) and three Associate Ministers. With 24 
NDP MLAs, it would be easy to assume the NDP will create 20 Shadow Cabinet positions, meaning four NDP MLAs will be left 
without a Shadow Cabinet role. These four will no doubt be former backbench Edmonton MLAs that have the potential to draw 
unnecessary negative attention. For example, while MLA Rod Loyola worked extraordinarily hard to win his seat in the election, 
his past sympathies towards former Venezuelan Leader Hugo Chavez will certainly make him a target for attack during house 
debates.  

With that in mind, there are some plausible guesses as to who could make up Notley’s Shadow Cabinet. For instance, given 
Edmonton-Highlands-Norwood MLA-designate Janis Irwin’s extensive background in education, it is likely she could end up 
the Shadow Minister for education. Another new MLA that will likely gain a position in the Shadow Cabinet is 
Edmonton-Whitemud MLA-designate Rakhi Pancholi, who has an extensive background in organized labour. Three influential 
former Cabinet Ministers: Edmonton-Glenora MLA-designate Sarah Hoffman, Lethbridge-West MLA-designate Shannon Philips, 
and Calgary-Mountain View MLA-designate Kathleen Ganley, will all be named to the Shadow Cabinet in prominent roles. And 
some former backbenchers like St. Albert MLA-designate Marie Renaud and Edmonton-Centre MLA-designate David Shepherd 
will likely be rewarded with important Shadow Cabinet roles as well. 

While there are no salary increases or formal powers that come with Shadow Cabinet roles, the new Shadow Ministers will 
face an important challenge as they seek to oppose UCP efforts to repeal legislation they passed over the past four years and 
propose alternative policy solutions.

This is the first time since 1993 Alberta has only had two parties in the legislature, and those who don’t support the UCP will 
be counting on the NDP to deliver. 
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AT A GLANCE 
In the Media

On April 16, Jason Kenney led the UCP to a majority 
victory over Rachel Notley's NDP, completing his nearly 
three-year-long mission to unite Alberta conservatives 
and replace the NDP in government. On a strict message 
of jobs and pipelines, Kenney's conservatives captured 
63 seats to the NDP's 24.

With the UCP forming government, the construction of a 
$590 million “super lab” in Edmonton has been put on 
hold. The project, announced by the outgoing NDP 
government in 2016, would have consolidated lab 
services for Edmonton under a single roof and put it 
under the control of Alberta Health Services. Kenney 
campaigned against the project during the election, 
saying lab services are already delivered efficiently by 
the private sector.

Former UCP Calgary-Fish Creek nomination candidate 
Cyndy Morin is suing the provincial NDP for $650,000 for 
defamation. Morin alleges that a 2018 press release from 
the NDP that alleged she accepted illegal corporate 
donations was filled with untrue information. 

After winning her seat in Edmonton-Highlands-Norwood 
last week, NDP MLA-designate Janis Irwin received more 
good news last week when she learned she'd won the 
lottery. Irwin, 34, found out she won $100,000 when she 
stopped into a local convenience store to check a lottery 
ticket. She admitted, however, that winning the election 
was a lot more challenging than winning the lottery.

According to federal Natural Resources Minister Amarjeet 
Sohi, the federal government can't guarantee it will have 
a decision on the Trans Mountain pipeline expansion prior 
to the next federal election in October. The deadline for a 
decision was already pushed back to June 18 from May 
22 on the recommendation of Indigenous communities 
and former Supreme Court Justice Frank Iacobucci, who 
is advising the government on the consultation process. 

In the Legislature

Alberta's 47 new MLAs were at the legislature all last 
week, training for their jobs ahead. “Use social media at 
your peril,” Speaker Bob Wanner warned the 
newly-elected politicians. “You will not be eating healthy 
nor regularly. You will miss many hockey games, 
graduations and birthdays. You will have an unpredictable 
and ever-changing and evolving schedule that is 
managed by others.” Forty four new UCP members will 
join Kenney and 18 other sitting UCP MLAs in the 
87-member assembly. They will be opposed by NDP 
Leader Rachel Notley, along with 20 returning members 
and three newcomers with the NDP.

Kenney named the senior staff who will be at the 
forefront of his administration. Jamie Huckabay has been 
named chief of staff to the premier, Howard Anglin will be 
principal secretary, Katy Merrifield is stepping in as 
executive director of communication and planning, 
Christine Myatt has been announced deputy director of 
communications and press secretary and David Knight 
Legg will be head of transition. "This group of talented, 
passionate individuals has the right mix of public- and 
private-sector experience," Kenney told reporters.

Kenney addressed the UCP caucus for the first official 
time in his role as premier-designate last Friday at the 
legislature. “We proved the skeptics and the cynics 
wrong. I think maybe we should dredge up some of the 
columns, some of the expert opinions that said unity 
would never work,” Kenney said, alluding to the 2017 
merger of the Wildrose and Progressive Conservative 
parties, which led to the party's creation. During his 
address Friday, Kenney again vowed to get a “fair deal” 
with Ottawa on equalization payments and to combat 
“foreign-funded special interests.” He also reiterated his 
promise to create jobs and renew investment in Alberta's 
energy sector.



HOW THE TRANSITION TO POWER TAKES 
PLACE 
Robert Reynolds, Q.C. 

With the 2019 Alberta election now in the books, it is time for the new UCP government to get on with the business of 
governing. For public servants this means making sure that the new Ministers are briefed on the responsibilities of the 
departments of government and the agencies, boards and commissions that report to those Ministers. 

I served in the government many years ago. After that, from 1993 to 2018, I worked in the Legislative Assembly Office, which 
serves under the Speaker. This office is not a department of government, but rather the legislative branch in our constitutional 
separation of government, so the transition is a bit different. 

Departments have been engaged in preparing briefing books (or their electronic equivalents) for the new Minsters, which 
contain a bounty of information on their new portfolios. The chief public servant for the department, the Deputy Minister, is 
responsible for briefing the new Minister on the department’s responsibilities and the issues that he or she could face while in 
office. 

The responsibility for the overall administration of the public service and the transition to a new government rests with the 
Deputy Minister to Executive Council who is Marcia Nelson. The practices surrounding the change from one government to 
another are not laid out in any statute but are governed by practices sometimes called conventions. One such convention is 
that the papers of one government are not available to another. In practice, this means that Cabinet documents of one 
government, in this case the NDP, would not be available to the incoming government. So, they would not know the documents 
and records that led to the former government’s Cabinet decisions. 

On the Assembly side, the transition is slightly different. The major challenge is to acquaint new MLAs with their 
responsibilities and to “train them up” so that they understand the parliamentary process. In Alberta, the recent trend has been 
for the Assembly to convene rather quickly after the election. Certainly, the government-designate wants to meet the Assembly 
soon. It is reported that the government wants the Assembly to convene on May 21. 

One reason why the Assembly does not come back sooner is that those people who receive the most votes on election night, 
do not become members right away. Under legislation, the official count is announced ten days after polling day and then 
there is an eight-day period when individuals can seek a judicial recount. If the period ends on a day when an office is closed 
(e.g. the court house) then it carries over to the end of the next day it is open. This year it means that individuals do not 
become members until May 7. After that, members must be sworn-in before they can take their seats in the Assembly. 

The first order of business when the Assembly sits after an election is to elect a Speaker. As the previous Speaker did not seek 
re-election, there will be a new Speaker. By convention, the Lieutenant Governor (the Crown’s representative) will not meet the 
Assembly to deliver the Speech from the Throne until there is a Speaker. It is worth noting that besides presiding over the 
Assembly, the Speaker is also the guardian of the Assembly’s rights and privileges, which has historically been asserted 
against the Crown over hundreds of years of Westminster style parliamentary democracy. 

Since 1993, the Speaker has been elected by secret ballot of the members. The process is set out in a Schedule to the 
Standing Orders. The voting continues with one nominee dropped off the ballot every round, until one candidate receives more 
than half the votes cast. The results are never made public and the ballots are destroyed. The same procedure is used for the 
election of the Deputy Speaker and the Deputy Chair of Committees. Together, the three are known as Presiding Officers. 

After the election of the Presiding Officers, the Lieutenant Governor delivers the Speech from the Throne, which outlines the 
government’s plans for the session. It should be noted that after an election, a new legislature is formed.
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