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Online Consumer Protection from 3rd Party Opportunists 

WHEREAS opportunists use computer software (bots) to buy concert tickets for resale 
at inflated prices on ticket-resale websites at the expense of consumers; 

AND WHEREAS tickets for events frequently appear on resale websites within minutes 
of going on sale, often at huge markups; 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Alberta Liberal Party supports 
legislation making illegal the use of software known as “bots” to buy tickets for 
resale. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT the aforementioned legislation would mandate 
promoters within Alberta to use paperless ticketing whereby a customer gains 
admission by showing at the entrance gate the credit card used to purchase the 
ticket, along with identification. 

Submitted by Edmonton-Riverview 
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Industry Wide Prompt Payment Legislation 

WHEREAS contractors surveyed in 2015 noted reduced working capital: 80% resisted 
bidding on additional contracts due to fear that late payment would threaten the financial 
health of their company; 

AND WHEREAS companies surveyed indicated that they suffered lost productivity: 4.81 
hours/week are used collecting late payments; 

AND WHEREAS contractors were concerned that their credit facility was being harmed 
due to late payments: 83% relied on some portion of credit to finance their projects;  

AND WHEREAS late payments affected contractors’ ability to pay their suppliers on 
time and destabilized the livelihood of employees due to the inherent threat or actuality 
of layoff due to a lack of capital on hand; 

AND WHEREAS to enforce payments, contractors can use the lien act: contractors filed 
an average of 2.5 liens per year in 2013 and 2014. Liens were seen as useful, but costly 
to file and the grace period to file a claim is too short; 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Alberta Liberal Party supports industry-
wide prompt payment legislation for the construction sector with its main themes 
to decrease payment times to contractors by way of proper money handling (i.e., 
a trust to ensure owner has money), increased communication, revisions to the 
lien act, and increased consequences for late payments.  

Submitted by Edmonton-Riverview  
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Legal Translation Services 

WHEREAS Alberta is a multicultural province with 19.4% of the population speaking 
only a non-official language and arrivals from other countries accounting for 46% of 
expected growth;  

AND WHEREAS a shortage of skilled translators is creating major problems with the 
access to and administration of justice, even resulting in mistrials; 

AND WHEREAS public organizations offering free services, such as Calgary Legal 
Guidance and Edmonton Community Legal Centre, rely on untrained volunteer 
translators; 

AND WHEREAS available private translation services are prohibitively expensive;  

AND WHEREAS organizations like the United Cultures of Canada Association 
professionally train legal translators based on national guidelines and offer free 
services; 

AND WHEREAS the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms grants every citizen the 
right to the services of an interpreter during court proceedings; 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Alberta Liberal Party supports funding 
transfers to recognized organizations offering free legal translation services 
provided by professionally trained legal translators. 

Submitted by Edmonton-Meadowlark 
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Community Asset Spaces 

WHEREAS newly developed areas sometimes wait for many years to have necessary 
and important vital community assets, such as libraries, meeting spaces, daycares, 
medical clinics to name a few; 

AND WHEREAS government community assets such as schools are traditionally used 
during the hours of 8:00 am and 3:00 pm, but community assets like schools have the 
ability to serve the community during times other than their primary purpose operational 
times; 

AND WHEREAS the Edmonton Public School Board has unanimously supported flex 
spaces in new developments; 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Alberta Liberal Party supports the 
building of flex spaces in new school developments that can be used to meet the 
greater needs of their community, as required. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Alberta Liberal Party supports retrofitting 
older schools where possible to serve as flex spaces to meet the greater needs of 
their community.  

Submitted by Edmonton-Meadowlark  
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Enhanced Trades Training in High Schools 

WHEREAS the standard academic curriculum in high school does not meet the 
interests and career goals of many students who become a higher risk to drop out of 
high school, leading to reduced income potential and social stigma; 

AND WHEREAS the lack of knowledge of career opportunities in the trades results in 
labour shortages; 

AND WHEREAS the trades may offer many students interesting, challenging, and 
rewarding careers; 

AND WHEREAS there is projected to be strong demand in Alberta for skilled 
tradespeople; 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Alberta Liberal Party supports expanding 
trades training in high school to reduce the risk of skilled labour shortfalls. 

Submitted by Lethbridge-East  
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Campaign Expense Limits 

WHEREAS in Alberta, the highest spending candidate won 78% of campaigns in 2004, 
83% in 2008, and 74% in 2012; 

AND WHEREAS with no expense limits, incumbents have a serious unfair advantage 
because they have more opportunities to raise funds; 

AND WHEREAS Alberta is the only province with no expense limits for parties, 
constituency associations, and candidates; 

AND WHEREAS high-spending parties and candidates place an extra burden on 
taxpayers because of the tax credit for political contributions; 

AND WHEREAS fair spending limits would facilitate democracy by encouraging more 
people (especially women, young people, minorities, and the economically 
disadvantaged) to get involved in the political process; 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Alberta Liberal Party will limit the total 
campaign expenses incurred by a registered candidate to an indexed amount of 
$1.25 for each elector in the candidate’s constituency. 

Submitted by Calgary-Foothills  
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Ensuring Value and Accountability in Higher Education 

WHEREAS knowledgeable citizens are essential for a strong economy and society; 

AND WHEREAS educational debt limits one’s options in life, particularly regarding 
entrepreneurship and lower paying but socially impactful careers;  

AND WHEREAS the cost of post-secondary education continues to rise;  

AND WHEREAS the ever-increasing ranks of contract sessional professors (who teach 
about 50% of undergrads) often earn just above minimum wage;  

AND WHEREAS both students and faculty have raised concerns about ever rising 
administrative and non-educational costs at universities due to increased 
corporatization;  

AND WHEREAS universities are spending increasing amounts of money on marketing 
and amenities not related to education or research;  

AND WHEREAS students are losing confidence that their tuition money is being spent 
wisely and that a primary focus of universities is their education; 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Alberta Liberal Party will investigate the 
spending distribution of tuition and educational grant money at institutes of 
higher education, to ensure that sufficient funding is entering classrooms, 
student labs, and other programs which directly contribute to student learning 
and success;  

AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Alberta Liberal Party will cap and 
enforce the percentage of tuition and educational grant dollars that can be used 
for non-educational purposes such as marketing and administration;  

AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Alberta Liberal Party will put into place 
measures to reaffirm the place of public universities as public institutions of 
education and research (in service of the public interest) and to resist the 
corporatization which is distracting from those two foundational pillars. 

Submitted by Calgary-Bow 
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Changing Parties as a Sitting MLA 

WHEREAS to protect the rights and wishes of all voters in each riding as selected in the 
general election;  

AND WHEREAS a ballot is a sacred trust between the individual voter, the candidate 
and the party that receives the candidate’s support; 

AND WHEREAS an elected politician is not a free agent and voters expect them to stay 
with the party they were elected to represent; 

AND WHEREAS all MLAs need to remember they are hired and fired by their 
constituents based in part on their party affiliations; 

AND WHEREAS in December 2014, Danielle Smith, leader of the official opposition 
Wildrose Party and eight other Wildrose Party MLAs crossed the floor together to join 
the governing Progressive Conservative Party; 

AND WHEREAS to avoid an elected MLA changing to a second party after being 
elected by his/her constituents by a first party; 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT an MLA who is elected with the 
endorsement of a political party and ceases to belong to the caucus of that party 
during the term for which he/she was elected must sit in the Assembly as an 
independent MLA during the remainder of the member’s term; 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED an elected MLA who leaves a caucus wishing to join 
another political party must sit as an independent MLA which requires them to 
fulfill their duty as an elected MLA and be answerable to their constituents until 
an official by-election is called and they are able to run under a different political 
party. 

Submitted by Calgary-Glenmore  
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Sugar Tax  

WHEREAS the World Health Organization (WHO) and the Canadian Diabetes 
Association recommends taxing sugary drinks to help lower the consumption of free 
sugars and reduce obesity, type 2 diabetes, and tooth decay;  

AND WHEREAS the recommended daily intake of sugars should not exceed 10% of 
total daily energy consumption (calories); 

AND WHEREAS the revenue from a tax on sugary drinks could be applied to a subsidy 
on fresh fruits and vegetables as well as nutritional education in schools, and the AHS 
overall budget; 

AND WHEREAS the spending in AHS is for treating disease, and not preventing illness; 

AND WHEREAS Mexico and France have implemented a tax on sugary drinks and the 
revenue has been around $300 Million (US); 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Alberta Liberal party propose a 2% tax 
on sugary drinks that are over the 10% nutritional content threshold, and the 
revenue be 

a) used to subsidize fresh fruits and vegetables 

b) used to educate elementary students on nutrition 

c) reinvested back into AHS 

Submitted by Calgary-Mountain View  
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Mandated Board Representation 

WHEREAS men are overrepresented on the boards of many publicly-traded companies; 

AND WHEREAS publicly-traded companies with gender diversity tend to perform better; 

AND WHEREAS publicly-traded companies with gender diversity tend to have fewer 
governance-related conflicts; 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Alberta Liberal Party supports 
mandating boards of publicly-traded companies in Alberta have no more than 
60% of any one gender represented. 

Submitted by Calgary-Klein  

  



14 
 

Royalty Regime Change 

WHEREAS Alberta’s natural resources belong to Albertans and the oil and gas industry 
is a key contributor to Alberta’s economy, a simpler system of calculating the royalties 
needs to be implemented; 

AND WHEREAS the existing revenue from royalties is based on various formulas 
across the oil and gas industry creating complexity in how the oil and gas royalties are 
calculated and paid to Alberta;  

AND WHEREAS changes are needed to simplify the oil and gas industry royalty 
calculation. These changes would ensure that the Government of Alberta can follow the 
money in audit compliance reviews; 

AND WHEREAS changes to the oil and gas industry royalty calculation would generate 
more revenues for the province of Alberta for maintaining financial health and ensure 
prudently spending where public service;  

AND WHEREAS changes to the oil and gas royalty would enable the Government of 
Alberta to diversify its economy into other sectors; 

AND WHEREAS changes to the oil and gas royalty would enable the Government of 
Alberta to react quickly to changes in the economy and maintaining jobs in Alberta; 

BE IT RESOLVED that the Alberta Liberal Party establish a simplified system of 
calculating royalties that is based on the Gross Profit in each of the revenue 
streams for the oil and gas extractions. The Gross Profit from Revenues from the 
non-renewable resource less actual Cost of Goods Sold to extract the non-
renewable resource across the oil and gas industry would be the basis for the 
calculation of the royalties. 

Submitted by Edmonton-Goldbar  
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Free Birth Control 

WHEREAS the Alberta Liberal Party believes in promoting health and making 
healthcare accessible to everyone. 

AND WHEREAS birth control and other sexual health products should be available to 
anyone, regardless of income. 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Alberta Liberal Party supports the 
reduction of prices on all Health Canada approved forms of non-prescription birth 
control and other sexual health products to zero over a period of five years. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that prescription birth control should immediately be 
made available to prescription holders for free. 
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Flat Fee FOIP Requests 

WHEREAS successive governments have failed to meet the legislative requirements of 
the freedom of information and protection of privacy (FOIP) laws by responding to 
requests within the mandated thirty (30) day period;  

AND WHEREAS successive governments have failed to respect that access to 
information is a cornerstone of democracy and every Albertan has a right to access 
information held by government;  

AND WHEREAS successive governments have placed unreasonable costs upon those 
Albertans wishing to access information, making the access of information financially 
prohibitive;  

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Alberta Liberal Party supports a flat fee 
for FOIP requests to be delivered digitally within the prescribed thirty-day 
response period;  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that reasonable limits may be placed upon 
individuals or institutions to avoid abusing the public information access system. 

Submitted as a Priority Resolution from the Northern Regional Meeting 
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Reducing the Cost of Software and Hardware for Small and Medium 

Sized Enterprises 

WHEREAS Alberta Liberals are committed to addressing unemployment in our 
province; 

AND WHEREAS Small and Medium Sized Enterprises (SMEs) employ the majority of 
Albertans and facilitating their growth will result in substantial job growth in Alberta; 

AND WHEREAS many SMEs would be able to grow their businesses more effectively 
with access to more advanced hardware and software than they have been using to 
date but are less easily able to upgrade these systems than large enterprises due to 
economy of scale; 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Alberta Liberal Party supports 
empowering Alberta based SMEs to upgrade their hardware and software through 
deductible tax credits; 

AND THEREFORE BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT working with the federal 
government to reinstitute Class 52 into the Income Tax Act, but to a maximum of 
$500,000 shared on the same basis as the small business deduction, is the 
preferred method for achieving this goal. 

Submitted as a Priority Resolution by the Northern Regional Policy Meeting  
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Empowering Small and Medium Sized Enterprises through Business 

Councils 

WHEREAS Alberta Liberals are committed to addressing unemployment in our 
province;  

AND WHEREAS Small and Medium Sized Enterprises (SMEs) employ the majority of 
Albertans and facilitating their expansion will result in substantial job growth in Alberta;  

AND WHEREAS many SMEs have built their success on expertise or knowledge of 
their particular field of business while lacking more generalized business expertise in 
areas such as finance and marketing;  

AND WHEREAS large companies meet quarterly with a Board of Directors or Board of 
Advisors who provide management with valuable counsel and expertise in these areas;  

AND WHEREAS business with sales at $3 million or above are best positioned to take 
advantage of additional counsel and expertise;  

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Alberta Liberal Party supports the 
creation of Business Councils by the government who can consult with SME 
owners generating $3 million a year or more in sales for nominal remuneration in 
a manner similar to Boards of larger enterprises, providing expertise in areas of 
business ranging from finance to marketing to customer service;  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT we support this being a joint effort with the 
federal government if they are willing;  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT these Business Councils should meet with 
business owners a maximum of 12 times over 5 years in order to ensure their 
services are not monopolized while still providing enough time to impart valuable 
insight and knowledge to SME owners and their management;  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT we support integrating this program into 
existing structures such as existing government departments or post-secondary 
schools of business. 

Submitted by the Northern Regional Policy Meeting  
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Financial Literacy 

WHEREAS financial literacy is critical to the prosperity and well-being of Canadians;  

AND WHEREAS financial literacy requires lifelong learning;  

AND WHEREAS formal education serves as the most effective foundation for financial 
literacy;  

AND WHEREAS only half of Canadians have a budget and nearly a third are struggling 
to pay bills and meet payments;  

AND WHEREAS a multilateral approach involving all stakeholders is the optimal 
approach for improving financial literacy;  

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Alberta Liberal Party supports efforts to 
improve and expand financial literacy;  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT the Alberta Liberal Party embraces a 
multilateral approach that involves all stakeholders, including, but not limited to, 
all levels of government, business, the financial sector, educators, and unions;  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT financial literacy curriculum be mandatory in 
high school curriculum;  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT learning resources be provided to adults as 
well, specifically targeted for people experiencing “teachable moments”: at 
periods in their life when they are most receptive to financial education, such as 
buying a first home or entering a pension plan;  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT the Alberta Liberal Party would look to the 
findings of the federal government’s Financial Literacy Task Force in 
implementing their strategy. 

Submitted as a Priority Resolution from the Northern Regional Policy Meeting  
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Municipal Lobbyist Registry 

WHEREAS the Municipal Government Act (MGA) is the legislative framework in which 
all municipalities and municipal entities across the Province of Alberta operate;  

AND WHEREAS the government of Alberta through the Lobbyists Act monitors 
lobbying, involving communications with public office holders in an attempt to influence 
certain types of decisions, including email, telephone or face-to-face conversation;  

AND WHEREAS every Albertan has a right to know who is attempting to influence 
municipal leaders in the same way Albertans can monitor their Federal and Provincial 
public office holders;  

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Alberta Liberal Party supports that all 
Municipal Governments in Alberta be included in the Lobbyists Act of Alberta, as 
mandated through an amended Municipal Government Act. 

Submitted by the Northern Regional Policy Meeting  
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Municipal Campaign Financing 

WHEREAS the concept of “pay to play” erodes confidences in our democracy and 
undermines its responsiveness to the will of the people; 

AND WHEREAS corporations, trade unions, and the wealthy are able to make sizeable 
political donations with the expectation of securing regulatory or policy outcomes that 
will benefit their interests; 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Alberta Liberal Party supports the 
elimination of corporate, trade unions, and employee trade unions/organizations 
with regards to political donations in municipal entities’ elections and by-
elections. 

Submitted as a Priority Resolution by the Southern Regional Policy Meeting  
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Visible Photo Radar 

WHEREAS the Canadian Safety Council reports that visible enforcement techniques 
are the most effective way to reduce speeding and speeding-related collision and other 
studies have reinforced this claim; 

AND WHEREAS hidden photo radar stations instill distrust in many Albertans who are 
concerned that they are not used to promote public safety but to generate revenue; 

AND WHEREAS this distrust undermines both government and law enforcement; 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Alberta Liberal Party supports banning 
hidden photo radar cameras in favour of visible cameras with the goal of both 
increasing their effectiveness as a deterrence tool and improving public trust in 
the use of photo radar as a tool for making our streets safer. 

Submitted by Southern Regional Policy Meeting  
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Indigenous Safe Injection Access and Mental Health 

WHEREAS Indigenous Peoples’ (First Nation, Metis, and Inuit) live with the continued 
effects of colonialism in Canada and systematic racism; 

WHEREAS Indigenous Peoples’ are disproportionately affected by addiction and lack 
mental health services and lack access to health services; 

WHEREAS Indigenous Peoples’ HIV infection rate is disproportionately higher from 
systemic barriers and injection drug use is the main way Indigenous Peoples’ get 
exposed to HIV; 

WHEREAS the provincial and federal governments are committed to the 
implementation of human rights of Indigenous Peoples’ by using the UN Declaration of 
the Rights of Indigenous Peoples’ and the Truth and Reconciliation Commission calls to 
action as a framework; 

BE IT RESOLVED the Alberta Liberal party will implement health services of safe 
injection sites that are culturally sensitive to Indigenous Peoples’ that allow 
Indigenous ways as well as “Western” medicine; 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED the Alberta Liberal Party will implement these 
services without cutting the fundamental health services all Albertans deserve 
access to; 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED the Alberta Liberal Party will develop any policy with 
safe injection sites, mental health services to Indigenous Peoples’ with existing 
Indigenous organizations leading with evidence-based data. 

Submitted as a Priority Resolution by the Southern Regional Policy Meeting  
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Reducing the Number of MLAs 

WHEREAS Alberta has approximately one MLA per forty-seven thousand constituents. 

AND WHEREAS this is out of sync with Canada’s other populous provinces; 

AND WHEREAS a reduction of MLAs would represent a modest but significant saving 
for Alberta; 

AND WHEREAS many MLAs would represent a modest but significant saving for 
Alberta, AND WHEREAS many MLAs in the Legislature are currently under tasked and 
perform very few duties in the legislature beyond voting along their party lines; 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Alberta Liberal Party supports a 
reduction in the number of MLAs from 87 to approximately 68, while ensuring that 
the rural AB doesn’t fall below 10% of total MLA representation, moving us to 
approximately one MLA per sixty thousand constituents, thereby enabling us to 
be more in line with similar jurisdictions. 

Submitted by the Southern Regional Policy Meeting 
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Banning Conversion Therapy for Minors 

WHEREAS the Alberta Liberal Party is an inclusive party that believes attempting to 
force sexual orientation or sexual identity changes on LGBTQ2+ minors is unethical; 

AND WHEREAS LGBTQ2+ children have been forced into conversion therapy for 
religious reasons, and healthcare practitioners and mental health professionals who 
practice conversion therapy have created serious, long-term psychological harm to 
children receiving such therapy; 

AND WHEREAS Manitoba and Ontario, in May and June 2015 respectively, passed 
landmark laws banning the practice of conversion therapy on all lesbian, gay, bisexual, 
transgender, asexual, Two-Spirit and queer minors (children or adolescents under the 
age of 18); 

AND WHEREAS both Manitoba and Ontario banned medical practitioners from billing 
their provinces for conversion therapy on minors; 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Alberta Liberal Party views conversion 
therapy as unethical and would ban all attempts to influence minors’ sexual 
orientations or identities, for whatever reasons; 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Alberta Liberal Party would oblige health 
care professionals and therapists to offer counseling or other ethical resources 
to help LGBTQ2+ minors to accept themselves as they self-identify. 

Submitted as a Priority Resolution by the Southern Regional Meeting 
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Proportional Representation 

WHEREAS Proportional Representation (PR) is widely recognized as the most fair 
system to reflect voters’ wishes and their representation in the Legislature; 

AND WHEREAS the current ND government, when in opposition, supported PR as the 
preferred electoral system; 

AND WHEREAS First Past the Post has resulted in the election of parties receiving well 
below 50% of the votes; 

WHEREAS PR ensures that all votes contribute to a more representative legislature; 

AND WHEREAS several researchers (including Arend Lijphart, 1999 and 2012; 
Patterns of Democracy: Government Forms and Performance in 36 Countries), 
compared 36 democracies over 55 years and found that countries using proportional 
systems of PR outperform winner-take-all systems on measures of democracy, quality 
of life, income equality, environmental outcomes, and economic growth; and 

AND WHEREAS PR has been adopted by most countries in the world; 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Alberta Liberal Party reaffirm its support 
for proportional representation and call on the government of Alberta to enact 
some process for electoral reform before the next election. 

Submitted by Calgary Mountain View 
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Refining and Refineries 

WHEREAS Alberta has world-class expertise in the design, construction and operation 
of petroleum and petrochemical facilities; 

AND WHEREAS the current demand and supply of refined petroleum products in 
Alberta are roughly balanced, making the creation of more refining capacity redundant; 

AND WHEREAS the market for upgraded heavy oil does not generate sufficient return 
to justify more upgrading within the province; 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Alberta Liberals support creating 
extensive support programs to incent the creation of secondary manufacturing 
around the oil and gas industry in Alberta, to include: 

* The creation of a research hub for petrochemical, petroleum derivative 
industries; 

* The creation of a hub for petrochemical manufacturing; 

* The development of low profile all-season agriculture to use waste energy from 
the extraction and refining processes; 

* The construction of carbon scrubbing and capture, along with the creation of a 
secondary carbon dioxide market; 

* An increase in the required ethanol content in gasoline, with consideration 
being given to increasing the biodiesel content in diesel fuel; 

* Encourage the creation of better rail and road infrastructure for export. 
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Orphaned and Abandoned Oil and Gas Wells 

WHEREAS the existing regulations governing the timely abandonment and reclamation 
of inactive or “orphaned” wells and facilities in Alberta is woefully inadequate and 
presents a near term significant danger to the citizens of Alberta both in terms of 
environmental issues as well as the multibillion dollar cost the province may have to 
absorb to deal with this imminent issue; 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Alberta Liberal Party proposes to review 
and amend the regulations within the Alberta Energy Regulator’s existing 
framework to ensure that proper abandonment and reclamation activities of 
inactive (orphaned) wells and facilities located in the province are undertaken by 
the applicable licensees in a timely manner. 
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Carbon/Pollution Charges 

WHEREAS we understand that carbon-based energy sources are contributing to 
climate change at an increasing rate, and that the production of greenhouse gases and 
other pollutants from all sources must be reduced; 

AND WHEREAS we know that several measures are needed to encourage this 
reduction, including those that target new technologies, innovation on older 
technologies, and the reduction of demand; 

AND WHEREAS we know that the reduction of demand will happen too slowly if there is 
no price incentive to change behaviour, and new technologies will have difficulty 
penetrating the marketplace if their price is not competitive with existing practices; 

AND WHEREAS we know that carbon offsets or credits may be unreliable and may vary 
in value, causing uncertainty in investment decisions; 

AND WHEREAS we know that Alberta cannot act alone, without causing carbon 
producers to simply change their locale, or making Alberta products uncompetitive; 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Alberta Liberals propose: 

1. Alberta immediately adopt a policy of actively seeking North America-wide (and 
worldwide) consensus on an effective, significant, global life-cycle charge on all 
carbon-releasing consumption, and act in concert with others; 

2. That such a charge apply based on the carbon release per unit of consumption, 
such that the charge is applied proportionately; 

3. That the existing carbon taxes be broadened to encompass more completely 
the activities of current consumers; 

4. That revenues from such charges be revenue-neutral, and/or used to create 
public infrastructure that will encourage lifestyle changes without unduly 
disrupting our current standard of living. 
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Renewable Energy Policy 

WHEREAS the ALP recognizes that it is desirable to shift to renewable energy sources 
where it makes sense to do so; 

AND WHEREAS the greatest GHG reduction can be attained by phasing out coal 
plants; however, adding successive levels of renewable energy capacity will experience 
diminishing returns; 

AND WHEREAS renewable sources are not all equal, nor equally available, nor always 
available when required/dependable; 

AND WHEREAS wherever renewable energy sources are utilized there will be a 
requirement for backup generation and distribution, which will dramatically increase the 
cost and carbon content of all such renewables; 

AND WHEREAS the Government should not proceed to spend taxpayer money to 
support ideological development of energy sources, but rather should proceed on the 
basis of good evidence which will involve a careful balancing of capital cost of GHG 
reduction, and economic and societal benefits; 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Alberta Liberal Party proposes: 

a. The government prepare a comprehensive analytical report outlining on the 
cost/benefit of achieving different GHG reduction targets considering the 
available sources, dependability, environmental and economic impact, and cost 
of development of renewable energy for Alberta; 

b. That no significant development of renewables be commenced without 
such a report; and 

c. That natural gas cogeneration be considered side by side with any 
development of renewable energy sources before development of new power 
sources is undertaken. 
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Regulation of Alberta’s Wholesale and Retail Electricity Markets 

WHEREAS the objectives of retail electricity market deregulation – to “insulate 
Regulated Rate Option customers from wholesale market price volatility” and “retail 
market development” – have been unsuccessful; 

AND WHEREAS deregulation of Alberta’s wholesale electricity market resulted in a 
wealth transfer from consumers to PPA Buyers equal to the difference between the 
wholesale energy price and the cost of coal plants; 

AND WHEREAS deregulation failed to incentivize electricity consumption reduction, 
while leading both to uncertainty concerning future prices for both consumers and 
investors and a “boom – bust” cycle characteristic of capital intensive, commodity-based 
industries; 

AND WHEREAS consumers should pay the actual cost of electricity, including all 
elements of production, sourcing, transmission, and appropriate return on investment 
that is commensurate with risk; 

AND WHEREAS competition should ensure both the lowest cost electricity and foster 
innovation; 

AND WHEREAS changing sources of generation will help reduce greenhouse gas, 
NOx, SOx, and particulate emissions; 

AND WHEREAS both investment certainty and stability of pricing for consumers are 
desirable; 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Alberta Liberal Party proposes: 

a. Re-regulate the wholesale market for electricity to eliminate price volatility, 
increase certainty of future prices, and ensure that consumers pay no more than 
the actual cost of electricity; 

b. Prices in the wholesale electricity market should be based on the competitive 
procurement of energy supplies by the Alberta Electric System Operator (AESO); 

c. The AESO would determine an average wholesale price; 

d. The retail price should be based on a flow-through of the average wholesale 
price to consumers as a “Default Contract” in a regulated environment; however, 
consumers should be able to opt out of the Default Contract in favour of a 
competitive retail contract that better meets their preferences; 

e. Distribution and transmission costs should continue to be determined in a 
regulated environment. 
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Pipeline Policy 

WHEREAS without additional delivery pipelines Alberta’s petroleum industry is 
relegated to an in-efficient low growth status, receiving prices far below world prices as 
our product is landlocked in North America; 

AND WHEREAS the free world will continue to rely on a number of highly politicized 
and generally unreliable exporters of oil and Natural gas; 

AND WHEREAS our limited pipeline capacity means that we import approximately 
700,000 BPD at world price while we sell our 2.7 million B at least $15 per B less; 

AND WHEREAS our traditional market for natural gas (the USA) appears to be well 
served for the time being and our existing export systems are underutilized; 

AND WHEREAS annual loss on Canadian gas exports is at least another $10 billion; 

AND WHEREAS oil by rail is much more expensive and much less safe; 

AND WHEREAS oil sands are more carbon intensive than high productivity light oil but 
not most USA projects; 

AND WHEREAS new pipelines are required to use the best available technology for 
corridor selection, leak detection, Integrity management and incident response; 

AND WHEREAS statistically new pipelines have virtually no leakage or environmental 
incidents, with most incidents occurring with pipelines more than 30 years old; 

AND WHEREAS Canada has world leading pipeline codes; 

AND WHEREAS Canada has the technology and regulations to ensure that shipping is 
done much better than competing countries such as Venezuela; 

AND WHEREAS the ALP recognizes that the world will continue in a carbon economy 
for decades to come and that demand will be satisfied – if not from Canada then from 
nations that have much less responsible policies; 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the ALP supports the construction of 
important energy infrastructure, particularly major delivery pipelines to ensure 
that our products reach market and obtain world price levels as safely as 
possible. 
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Improving Health Services for all Albertans through Home Care 

Funding 

WHEREAS The Alberta healthcare system costs taxpayers 20 billion dollars per year, 
and it is one of the most expensive healthcare systems per capita in the world. 

AND WHEREAS home care services have been shown to be successful at supporting 
and keeping chronically ill and dying persons at home, a place that is typically more 
appropriate to their interests and needs. It is also significantly less expensive to deliver 
the healthcare services in patients’ homes rather than in hospitals or other healthcare 
institutions; 

AND WHEREAS few chronically ill or dying persons can afford to pay privately for home 
care, with home care services an important public service and obligation. Family 
member caregiver burnout is common and needs to be prevented through greater 
access to home care services and more generously provided home care services. 
When the families of the patients are affected by caregiving, their lives and ability to 
work are affected, incurring costs to businesses and impacting tax and social revenue; 

AND WHEREAS hospitalizations occur when people have become very ill; preventing 
severe illnesses from occurring among people who are living with chronic illnesses and 
among people who are terminally ill or dying through home care services is a 
compassionate way to prevent illnesses that lead to hospitalizations and emergency 
department visits, as well as a financially responsible course of action; 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that Home care spending be doubled in Alberta in 
the next fiscal budget through healthcare system funding reallocation, to enable a 
50% increase in the number of home care clients served annually, and to increase 
the number and amount of services provided to home care clients. 

Submitted by Edmonton-Millcreek 
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Elimination of Daylight Savings Time 

WHEREAS the week after Daylight Savings sees an increase in workplace and car 
accidents, heart attacks, and a drop in worker productivity; 

AND WHEREAS Daylight Savings no longer causes a decrease in electricity use; 

AND WHEREAS including Daylight Savings in programs, timetables, and schedules is a 
burden to businesses and individuals; 

AND WHEREAS Saskatchewan has already abolished its Daylight Savings observance; 

AND WHEREAS Albertans are not fond of Daylight Savings observance; 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Alberta Liberal Party will endorse the 
abolishment of Daylight Savings. 

Submitted by Calgary-Klein 

  



35 
 

Disbursement of Government Royalties 

WHEREAS politicians of all parties believe that the royalties collected by the province 
are owned by the people of the province; 

AND WHEREAS Alberta Liberals believe that individuals make the best decisions about 
what they should do with their money; 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that an Alberta Liberal Government would 
implement a payout of the royalty taxes collected to Albertans using the 
following: 

Within 3 months of the end of the Government fiscal year, the Government 
of Alberta will announce the total amount of royalties collected in that fiscal 
year. 

Within 3 months of the end of the filing deadline for individuals for the 
previous tax year, the Government of Alberta will announce the total 
number of tax returns failed by Albertans. Albertans wishing to receive a 
royalty payout are encouraged to file a tax return, including null tax 
returns. 

Before the end of the fiscal year, the Government of Alberta will issue a 
cheque, pay electronically or use other reasonable methods to deliver a 
refund where the total royalties are divided by the total number of tax 
returns filed and each eligible Albertan receives this amount. 

Submitted by Red Deer-North 
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Assisted Dying 

WHEREAS a recent Supreme Court ruling and Federal legislation allow for assisted 
dying under some circumstances; 

AND WHEREAS opinion polls show that 80% of Canadians and of Albertans support 
assisted dying; 

WHEREAS many health care facilities in Alberta are fully taxpayer funded but managed 
by religious organizations who have stated that they will refuse to allow assisted dying 
in their facilities; 

WHEREAS many Alberta residents do not have a choice in which facility they may end 
up in, and transporting them to another facility may result in unnecessary delay and 
suffering, both physically and emotionally; 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that an Alberta Liberal Government would require 
all appropriate government funded health institutions to allow patients who 
request them to receive assisted dying services; 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that no doctor or other medical personnel be 
required to provide assisted dying services beyond providing a referral to 
another medical professional who will provide such services. 

Submitted by Red Deer North 


