
 

 
Alberta Party Caucus 2015 Budget Report Card 

Alberta Party Caucus Priority Budget 2015 Grade 
Balanced Budget 

A clear plan to balance the budget by 2018 – 2019 and 
return to structural budget surpluses going forward by 

limiting spending in core areas of Health, Education, 
Human Services and Post-Secondary to inflation plus 

population growth. Do more with less in Alberta’s 
public service by conduct rolling zero-based audits of 
all departments to ensure programs deliver value to 

Albertans, and by creating an innovative, 
entrepreneurial culture in Alberta’s public service 

 

Capital Plan 
Create a transparent five-year Capital Plan which 
clearly sets out the rationale and priority for each 

project, a clearly defined completion date, and the 
operating costs associated with each project. Define 
the impact of the Capital Plan on Alberta’s economic 

growth and employment prospects (e.g. quantify 
benefit of each project in terms of jobs and economic 

activity created) 

 

Debt Limit 
Legislate a debt ceiling of 15% debt-to-GDP in order to 
mitigate the risk of credit downgrades and higher debt 

service costs. 

 

Long-Term Fiscal Plan 
A ten-year fiscal plan which clearly establishes how 
the accumulated capital debt will be paid down and 

sets aside a growing portion of non-renewable 
resources for savings into the Heritage Savings Trust 

Fund with a target fund level of $50 billion, or a 5.25% 
compounded annual growth for the next 20 years 

 

Job Creation Plan 
A realistic plan for job creation which involves 

reducing small business taxes from 3% to 1% and 
corporate income taxes from 12% to 11%, as well as 

the implementation of an Investor Tax Credit in order 
to stimulate economic growth and private investment 

rather than an ineffective Job Creation Tax Credit 

 

Transparency 
Release of the full report and working papers from the 

Climate Change Advisory Panel, the Alberta Royalty 
Review Panel, and David Dodge’s review of capital 

spending 
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Alberta Party Caucus Priority Budget 2015 Grade 
Stability 

Provide a clear explanation of how the 
recommendations from the Alberta Climate Change 
Advisory Panel and the Alberta Royalty Review Panel 

will be incorporated in future fiscal and economic 
budgeting by the government to establish some 
degree of certainty for Alberta businesses and 

consumers 

 

New Fiscal Framework 
The creation of durable fiscal framework legislation, to 

replace the discredited Fiscal Management Act.  The 
new framework should establish clear fiscal rules for:  

Budget presentation on a consolidated financial 
statement basis; Limits on in-year operating spending 

increases; Rebuilding the Contingency Account; 
Setting aside a portion of non-renewable resources for 

savings into the Heritage Trust Fund; Capital debt 
limits; Milestones to pay down accumulated capital 

debt and; Requirements and elements to be included 
in the Fiscal Plans, government and ministry business 

plans, in-year fiscal and economic updates, and 
government and ministry annual and performance 

reports 

 

Healthcare 
Increase spending on preventative healthcare, 

including mental health supports. Create an Alberta 
Wellness Foundation to encourage innovation in 

wellness and reduce demand on healthcare. Invest in 
expanded home care to allow people to age in place 

and free up acute care and long term care beds.  

 

Education & Post-Secondary Education 
Index spending to inflation plus population growth. 

Remove tuition cap, re-link increases to cost of living.   

 

Human Services 
Enable increased inter-agency information sharing in 

support of vulnerable Albertans to reduce 
administrative costs, improve outcomes for children in 

care and other vulnerable Albertans.  

 

Flood Mitigation 
Invest in significant upstream mitigation to protect 

downtown Calgary and river communities in Southern 
Alberta.  Invest provincial dollars now to get projects 
started then seek additional funding from the new 

Federal government. 

 


