
 

Over a two-week period in December 2015, we asked Albertans for their 
thoughts about Urban Indigenous policy development to help inform our 
policy process. We had over 90 responses to the survey, 18% of whom self-
identified as an urban Indigenous person.  

What did we ask? 
The Alberta Party wanted advice about the top priorities to address with 
respect to urban Indigenous peoples’ experiences in Alberta. We also wanted 
to know what the provincial government should be doing differently with 
respect to its relationship with urban Indigenous people in Alberta.  

What did we hear? 
Many of the responses identified areas such as housing/homelessness, 
education/training, and other socio-economic supports as areas where the 
government should work toward improvements. We also heard through the 
responses that many people would like to know more about urban 
Indigenous issues and about Indigenous Peoples’ experiences more generally. 
Indigenous respondents also identified a need for a better understanding 
about Indigenous issues to help address existing stereotypes and 
discrimination within current systems and relationships.  

The question was also raised about our choice of the term “Indigenous” 
rather than “Aboriginal”. The Alberta Party is using the term “Indigenous” as 
it is understood in the international context to describe “autonomous and 
self-sustaining societies that have faced discrimination, marginalization and 
assimilation of their cultures and peoples due to the arrival of a larger or 
more dominant settler population.” For our purposes, we believe this means 
the First Nations, Métis, and Inuit people of Canada, and that the word 
“Indigenous” reflects contemporary terminology. 

What did we do with that information? 
There are currently other policy development committees working on poverty 
reduction and education, so we will work with them to make sure that there 
is appropriate Indigenous inclusion within those policy groups. Based on what 
we heard through this survey and our own understanding of urban 
Indigenous issues in Alberta, we will be developing specific policy 
recommendations over the coming months based on the following draft 
vision and position: 
The Alberta Party envisions a province where Indigenous and all Albertans 
work together towards shared understanding and prosperity for all. 

An Alberta Party Government would ensure a basic level of understanding 
and education amongst the public service about the experiences of 
Indigenous Peoples, in recognition of the importance of understanding as a 
pillar of reconciliation. 



 

We believe strongly that there is a gap in awareness, knowledge and 
understanding about Indigenous peoples’ experiences that has contributed to 
systemic discrimination and poor socio-economic outcomes for many 
Indigenous Peoples in our province.  

Our hope is that by addressing this gap in awareness throughout the Alberta 
Party and public service, we will not only develop more inclusive and better 
policy across all priority areas identified (e.g. housing, poverty reduction, 
education, etc.) but will also develop informed and engaged citizens with an 
interest in ensuring that all Albertans, regardless of background, have the 
opportunity to share in prosperity. 

What happens next? 
The Alberta Party policy development process will be ongoing for the next 6 
weeks or so in 10 different policy areas. For policy related to Indigenous 
relations, we have two streams of work – one that focuses on Urban 
Indigenous Peoples and the other that is considering how the Alberta Party 
can most meaningfully implement the Truth and Reconciliation Commission’s 
Calls to Action. All policies that are currently in development will be voted on 
at the Alberta Party Policy Convention in May, which is open to all party 
members. 
We will continue to keep you informed about both these policies as they are 
further developed and will continue to seek your input along the way. If you 
have any immediate feedback about the survey, policy vision & position, or 
other information from this note, please send us an email at 
engagement@albertaparty.ca.   

We will also be hosting an open conversation on February 1st (via webinar 
technology) about Indigenous Relations Policy development and would love 
to have you join us to share your voices and views.  

Thank you for your interest in the Alberta Party’s Indigenous Relations policy 
development. If you would like to find out more about the Alberta Party, 
please visit our website or send us a note. 

All the best, 
The Alberta Party Urban Indigenous Policy Subcommittee 
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