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We can 
dream bigger.
The Alberta Party is a different kind of political 

party. We believe that our province can be the 

best place in the world to live. We are passionate 

about Alberta and its people and we know that 

Alberta can be even better.

True to our roots, we will do things differently.

The Alberta Party was built through a massive 

citizens engagement project called The Big 

Listen, which engaged thousands of Albertans 

across the province in a discussion about their 

hopes and dreams for the future. We heard loud 

and clear that although Albertans are grateful 

for all they have, few believe that our province 

has reached its potential. Albertans told us that 

they want to dream bigger.

The Alberta Party’s 
Five Big Ideas
Inspired by this desire to dream bigger, the 
Alberta Party brings 5 key objectives to the
2012 election campaign:

1 RETHINK HEALTHCARE.
Albertans can be the healthiest people 
in Canada. 

2 RESPECT OUR STUDENTS.  
Albertans can be the best-educated people 
in the world.

3 REIMAGINE OUR DEMOCRACY.  
Alberta can have the most open and 
transparent government. 

4 REINVIGORATE OUR ECONOMY.  
Alberta can be the best place to earn a living.

5 REINVEST IN OUR COMMUNITIES.  
Alberta’s communities can be the best places 
to live and raise a family. 

Within each of these key objectives you will 
find our ideas to start achieving them now. 
These ideas form the foundation of our policy 
platform for this election. We believe firmly that 
all of these objectives are achievable through 
the collective effort of all Albertans. All we need 
is the courage and the political leadership to 
get started. 

We want to hear from you!

As you read through our ideas, we want to 
hear what you think. We also want to hear 
your ideas about how Albertans can dream 
bigger and achieve each of our targets. 

Visit www.albertaparty.ca to join the 
conversation and post your ideas today.

Glenn Taylor
Leader, Alberta Party
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Our platform is focused 
on five core ideas:

1 RETHINK HEALTHCARE.
Better healthcare needs a better strategy.  
We must focus on long-term outcomes rather 
than short-term costs and shift the system 
from treatment to prevention.  We must make 
transparency a core value of the system so 
that we can get the information we need to 
make the system stronger.

2 RESPECT OUR STUDENTS.  
The best education system requires stable, 
predictable, long term funding. We will 
prioritize funding for primary and 
post-secondary education so that our 
students can excel in a competitive world. 

3 REIMAGINE OUR DEMOCRACY.  
Better policy comes from the living rooms and 
not the backrooms.  A responsive government 
will have the courage to ask, seek and 
implement solutions to the difficult questions.  
We will develop policy with meaningful 
citizen engagement and transform the role 
of MLAs to ensure that they are connected to 
their constituents. 

Our Platform.
WE CAN DREAM BIGGER.
The Alberta Party is a citizens’ movement that 

is working to make our province the best place 

to live.  Our party was built through a massive 

citizen engagement project called The Big Listen, 

which engaged thousands of Albertans in a 

discussion about the future.

The Big Listen revealed that although Albertans 

are immensely proud and grateful for what we 

have achieved as a society, it is clear that most 

believe that Alberta can be so much better. 

Albertans told us to dream bigger and make 

this province an even better place to live. 

4 REINVIGORATE OUR ECONOMY.  
Better jobs need an economy that is attuned 
to the environment, technology and creativity.   
We will make it easier to start and grow a 
business, both within and outside of the 
resource industry.  We will ensure that smart 
regulation fosters growth and protects our 
environment.

5 REINVEST IN OUR COMMUNITIES.  
Stronger communities are the key to a better 
quality of life for our families, including our 
children and our seniors. We must maintain 
investments that strengthen the fabric of 
our communities by providing stable and 
predictable funding for our municipalities 
and social services.

By working with you and your neighbours, 
we can develop better solutions to the 
challenges that we all face. A vote for the 
Alberta Party today is the first step towards 
a better government.

!

!



5

Rethink
Healthcare.

“Albertans can 
be the healthiest 
people in Canada.”
	 	 					—	Glenn	Taylor

· Empower doctors, nurses and other health
care providers to plan and implement health 
services tailored for their communities.  

· Stop the endless reorganization of Alberta
Health, which only serves to destabilize 
the system.

2 Everyone has easy access to primary
healthcare. When citizens have easy access 
to their primary healthcare providers, health 
issues can be diagnosed early and treated 
effectively.  This will ultimately result in 
healthier people and manageable healthcare 
expenditures. We will:

· Expand primary health networks so that 
a network is available to all Albertans.

· Develop and implement a five-year plan to 
increase the number of family physicians,
particularly in our rural communities.

3 Keeping people healthy is the key priority. 
We know that if we can keep people healthy 
and avoid chronic illness and injury, we will 
have healthier people and more manageable 
health expenditures. We will:

· Support municipalities in their efforts to 
construct recreation facilities in their 
communities.

· Enhance enforcement of existing 
occupational, health & safety standards 
for the workplace.

Better healthcare needs a better 

strategy.  We must focus on long-term 

outcomes rather than short-term costs 

and shift the system from treatment to 

prevention.  We must make transparency 

a core value of the system so that we can 

get the information we need to make the 

system stronger. 

To have the healthiest population in 
Canada, we need a health system where:

1 The public receives accurate information 
about the health system. The Health Quality 
Council and the Alberta Medical Association 
have confirmed that a culture of fear and 
intimidation prevents our doctors from 
voicing their concerns about your healthcare.  
The system must be more transparent and 
accountable. We will:

· Hold a comprehensive public inquiry into 
all aspects of the health system - not the 
limited inquiry proposed by the PC 
government.

· Appoint an independent Health Auditor 
who will report directly to the public about 
the state of our health system and offer 
constructive suggestions on how to 
improve it.
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· Integrate nutrition and healthy living into
Alberta’s education curriculum.

· Develop and implement a plan to encourage   
Albertans to adopt healthier lifestyles.

· Promote early testing and screening 
programs to catch and treat disease early.

· Develop and implement a five-year plan 
to reduce emergency room wait times with 
objective standards established by health-
care practitioners.

4 Mental health and addiction issues are 
no longer stigmatized. Mental illness and 
substance abuse have devastating impacts 
on individuals, families and communities.  
Ignoring the problem is no longer an option.  
We will:
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· Develop and implement a province-wide 
mental health strategy that treats mental 
health as a priority.

· Develop and expand addiction treatment 
programs in the province to help those 
Albertans who are struggling with 
addiction issues.

5 Hospital beds are not used to warehouse 
patients who don’t need them. Even though 
hospital beds are extremely expensive 
(approximately $3,000/day), many patients 
who occupy those beds are there because they 
are waiting for beds in other parts of the 
system. We will:

· Increase our investment in long-term care 
facilities and home care to free up hospital 
beds for those who really need them. 
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Respect our 
Students.

The best education system 

requires stable, predictable, long term 

funding. We will prioritize funding for 

primary and post-secondary education 

so that our students can excel in a 

competitive world.  

We believe that Albertans can be among the 
best educated people in the world.  However, 
our province has the dubious distinction of 
having the lowest high school completion 
rate and the lowest participation rate in post 
secondary education in Canada. We believe that:

1 The education system must tackle the 
most difficult problems. Alberta’s long-term 
prosperity requires that all Albertans 
complete high school. We will: 

· Develop and implement a comprehensive 
strategy involving all relevant stakeholders 
to increase the high school completion rate 
to the best in Canada within ten years.

· Make all-day kindergarten available to 
families in all school districts.

· Support programs that help children 
living in poverty to receive a healthy meal
at school.

· Restore funding for special programs that 

assist children with learning difficulties.

· Remove the age limit for funding for adults
who wish to obtain their high school diploma.

· Work with First Nation communities and 
the federal government to develop and 
implement a strategy to significantly increase 
the high school completion rate among First 
Nation communities within ten years.

· Pass Bill 210, Early Childhood Learning 
and Childcare Act, which will establish a 
comprehensive framework for coordinating 
government services and programs that have 
an impact on early childhood development.

2 Communities can help make our schools 
better. Schools are stronger when the 
community has an active role in their local 
school. We will: 

· Establish mechanisms that facilitate public
participation in the decisions concerning 
their local schools.

· Encourage and facilitate the ability of local
stakeholders, such as municipalities, school 
boards and community groups to share 
resources in the construction and operation 
of new schools. 

· Provide operational funding that will 
facilitate the use of school facilities outside 
of school hours by community groups.  
This will help turn our schools into 
community hubs. 
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3 Increase accessibility to post-secondary 
education. Alberta has the lowest participation 
rate in post-secondary education in Canada. 
We will:

· Conduct a comprehensive review of the 
student finance system to reduce the 
financial barriers that may deter Albertans 
from pursuing a post-secondary education 
at our trade schools, colleges, technical 
institutes and universities.

· Implement a tax credit to offset a portion 
of the housing costs incurred by 
post-secondary students and their families. renew
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· Expand industry-based job training and 
apprenticeship programs to address 
shortages of trained workers in specific 
industries.

· Ensure that the student finance system 
can accommodate the unique needs of 
adult students.

“Albertans can be the 
best educated people 
in the world.”                                      — Glenn Taylor 
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Better policy comes from the living 

rooms and not the backrooms. A responsive 

government must have the courage to 

ask, seek and implement solutions to the 

difficult questions. We will develop policy 

with meaningful citizen engagement and 

transform the role of MLAs to ensure that 

they are connected to their constituents. 

A citizen-centred democracy 
is a government where:
1 Meaningful public engagement is the 

norm and not the exception. Albertans 
should be active participants in the decisions 
that affect their communities. We will:

· Open up the budget process and actively 
engage citizens about how they want to 
spend their money.  

· Eliminate the Public Affairs Bureau, the
 provincial government’s public relations 
department whose mandate is to sell 
government policy to Albertans.

· Implement meaningful public engagement
for all major government decisions, such as 
the construction of new power-lines and the
adoption of new impaired driving legislation.

Reimagine our 
Democracy.

2 MLAs are the voice of the community and
not their party. Making government work 
means changing the way MLAs work. We will:

· Adopt the Alberta Party’s Guidelines for
MLAs which require MLAs to engage their 
constituents on a regular basis.

· Increase the number of free votes in the 
Legislature so that decisions better 
reflect what MLAs are hearing from their 
constituents.

· Place a ten-year limit on the Premier’s term
in office, to promote regular renewal of the 
government.

3 The rules of the game promote fairness
and restore faith in the system. The wealthy 
and the connected should not have an 
advantage in our democracy. We will:

· Legislate real fixed election dates in
order to have a level playing field for 
all political parties.

· Eliminate the tax-exempt portion of MLA
salaries and implement a more transparent 
compensation system for MLAs.

· Lower the limits for donations to political
parties and candidates in order to reduce 
the influence donors have on our politicians.

· Lower the limits on election spending
by candidates and parties in order to 
reduce the influence of money in politics.
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· Mandate full disclosure of donations
prior to election day so voters will know 
who is funding their candidates.

· Make it easier to vote by significantly
expanding the availability of advance polls.

· Create an independent committee to set 
the salaries of MLAs.

· Lengthen the ‘cooling off’ periods for 
former MLAs and senior government officials 
before they can lobby on behalf of private 
interests.

· Increase both the resources and the 
independence of the officers of the Legislature, 
including the Auditor General, Privacy 
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Commissioner, Ethics Commissioner, Chief 
Electoral Officer, Provincial Ombudsman, 
the new Health Auditor as proposed in the 
Alberta Party’s Health Policy and the Seniors 
Advocate as proposed in the Alberta Party’s
Seniors Policy.

· Develop whistleblower legislation for the 
protection of employees, so that they can 
disclose the existence of illegal, unsafe or 
unethical practices without fear of retaliation.

· Use an open and transparent process to 
appoint citizens to boards, committees, 
councils and agencies. 

“Alberta can have 
the most open 
and transparent 
government.”                    — Glenn Taylor
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Reinvigorate 
our Economy. 

· Reduce trade and mobility barriers between
the provinces.

· Create a venture capital Innovation Fund 
to be managed by the Alberta Investment 
Management Corp.

· Work with community, rural, and regional
organizations to support local economic 
development.

2  Alberta must strengthen our resource 
sector.  We must realize the full potential 
of our resource-based economy.  We will:

· Ensure a stable regulatory and royalty 
environment.

· Promote a positive brand image for our 
resource industries by insisting on best 
practices and a strong commitment to 
environmental stewardship.

· Encourage the production of value added
goods in Alberta. 

· Reduce labour shortages by working with
the federal government to increase regional 
immigration. 

· Require all professional accreditation
bodies to develop and implement programs 
to assist immigrants with foreign credentials 
to obtain certification in Alberta.

· Work with the gas industry, Albertans and 
all levels of government to expand the 
market for natural gas products, including 
natural gas vehicles.

Better jobs need an economy that 

is attuned to the environment, technology 

and creativity. We will make it easier to 

start and grow a business, both within and 

outside of the resource industry. We will 

ensure that smart regulation fosters growth 

and protects our environment.

Alberta can be the best place to start and 
develop your career.  In order to create great 
jobs, we must a have a strong and diverse 
economy.  We believe that:

1 Alberta must broaden its economic base.
Small business creates the vast majority 
of new jobs. We must make it easier for 
entrepreneurs to start and grow new 
businesses. We will:

· Provide a zero percent small business tax 
rate for the first three years for all new 
start-ups. 

· Foster the creation of Start-Up Business 
Incubators to create communities of 
entrepreneurs to foster networking and 
collaboration.

· Foster the development of a creative work
force by properly funding post-secondary 
institutions and the arts and cultural 
sectors, as set forth in our Creative 
Industries Policy. 
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3 Smart fiscal planning and balanced 
budgets. The Province must keep its fiscal 
house in order. We will:

· Start a frank dialogue among Albertans
about the services they expect government 
to provide and the method by which they 
want government to pay for them.

· Ensure the future prosperity of our province 
by saving and investing a significant portion 
of one-time resource revenues.  

This money will be used to:

· Make strategic capital investments in long-
term infrastructure that will strengthen the 
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economy, such as broadband communications 
networks and a high speed rail link between 
Edmonton and Calgary.

· Create endowments to support advanced 
research and increase our savings in the 
Heritage Trust Fund and the Sustainability 
Fund.

· Gradually reduce the amount of non-
renewable resource revenues used for 
daily operations. 

“Alberta can be
the best place to 
earn a living.”
         — Glenn Taylor 
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Reinvest in our 
Communities. 

Strong communities are the key 

to a better quality of life for our families, 

including our children and our seniors. 

We must maintain investments that 

strengthen the fabric of our communities, 

by providing stable and predictable funding 

for our municipalities and social services. 

Alberta can be the best place to live for you and 
your family.  We must maintain the investments 
that make our communities better places to live. 
We must:

1 Build a new partnership with Alberta’s 
municipalities. Our municipalities provide 
the services that Albertans rely on every 
day, including clean drinking water, public 
transit, police and recreation.  However, 
our municipalities struggle to provide these 
essential services due to an inadequate 
funding system and antiquated legislation. 
We will:

· Recognize municipalities as an equal order 
of government and foster a new partnership 
based on mutual respect. 

· Ensure that municipalities have access to
stable, adequate and predictable funding.

· Gradually shift education funding from the

property tax system so that municipalities 
can have exclusive access to their property 
tax base.

· Explore fairer alternatives to the property
tax system that could be used to fund 
municipalities. 

· Create Large City Charters for Calgary and 
Edmonton in order to recognize the unique 
needs of Alberta’s largest cities.

· Create the Premier’s Council on Local 
Government to determine the resources 
and structures that Alberta’s small and 
mid-sized municipalities need to provide 
meaningful levels of service to their 
communities, including the development 
of local government charters.

· Implement comprehensive campaign finance
reform for municipal elections, including 
stricter donation and spending limits and 
mandatory disclosure of campaign donors 
prior to election day.

· Extend the term of elected municipal
officials from three years to four years 
to allow municipal councils more time
for planning and implementation of their 
agendas for their communities.

· Establish the Innovation in Municipal 
Government Program, which will provide 
financial assistance and technical support 
for municipalities undertaking citizen 
engagement projects.

“Alberta can be the 
best to live and raise 
your family.”      

                                   — Glenn Taylor 
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2 Strengthen Alberta’s rural communities. The
economic strength of our rural communities is
key to the economic success of Alberta. We will:

· Design and implement programs to 
encourage young entrepreneurs based 
in rural communties.

· Develop and implement a strategy to ensure 
that residents and businesses in rural 
communities have access to broadband 
Internet services.

·  Work with rural communities to develop and
implement economic development strategies 
that are specifically tailored for those 
communities.

3 Maintain and enhance the social fabric
for all communities. Government has an 
essential role in helping Albertans help 
themselves, their families, neighbours and 
communities to have a good quality of life. 
We will:

· Undertake a comprehensive review of all 
social programs, services and initiatives 
(which we call “people services”) within six 
months in order to understand the strengths 
and weaknesses of our current system. 

· Develop an Integrated Social and People 
Policy Framework that guides the design, 
operation and accountability of all people 
services.

· Develop and implement a Poverty Reduction 
Strategy that is focused on addressing the 
root causes of poverty.

· Continue Alberta’s commitment to the Ten
Year Plan to End Homelessness.

· Develop and implement an Affordable 
Housing Strategy.

· Develop and implement a comprehensive
Literacy Education Strategy that will 
assist Albertans who have inadequate 
literacy skills.

· Work with municipalities and non-profit 
organizations to better coordinate the 
delivery of people services in order to 
improve service delivery, achieve 

efficiencies and eliminate unnecessary 
red tape and duplication.

· Reorient the delivery model of people 
services so that clients can access the 
services they need from a single access point 
regardless of which department or level of 
government is providing the service. 

· Support the efforts of people with physical 
disabilities or other challenges to pursue 
employment and independent living.

4 Treat our seniors with respect. Today’s
seniors are engaged in their communities 
like never before, yet too often their voices 
are ignored when it comes to shaping 
government policy. We will:

· Provide quality public home care that 
recognizes the full range of services that 
seniors need in order to stay in their own 
homes as they age. 

· Ensure quality, affordable long-term care
facilities are available which allow couples 
to stay together.

· Impose a moratorium on converting long-
term care facilities into assisted living 
facilities until a comprehensive seniors’ 
housing plan has been developed and 
implemented.

· Create advisory councils in all seniors 
care facilities.

· Appoint an Independent Seniors Advocate
that reports directly to the Legislature.
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The Alberta Party needs your help to get started reaching towards the 
objectives outlined in this document.  Please consider joining the party, 
making a donation, volunteering and getting a lawn sign.

Please use the contact information below to get in touch with us today.

Website…………	

Twitter ………….

Facebook ……..	

Email …………… 

Phone …………..	

Mail ………………

www.albertaparty.ca

@albertaparty

www.facebook.com/albertaparty

info@albertaparty.ca

1-877-683-3126  Toll free

10103 117 ST NW 

P.O. Box 74021

Edmonton, AB, T5K 2S7
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Thank you for your support.

This booklet is authorized by The Alberta Party.  
© 2012 The Alberta Party.  All rights reserved.
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