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An Alberta Party government will recognize the 
economic value of Creative Industries.

The Alberta Party recognizes the economic 
and social value of the Creative Industry and 
cultural communities to our province.  We 
believe that the arts can play a major role in 
diversifying our economy.  Social investments 
made in arts and culture result in spinoff 
economic activities.  

The Alberta Party sees the Creative Industries 
as one of the most immediate ways to diversify 
the economy.  In order to make the arts more 
viable and self-sufficient, there needs to be 
a proper investment strategy – just as the oil 
sands saw initial public investment that 
blossomed into a massive private industry.  

By investing now in order to establish a strong 
foundation, Albertans will enjoy the benefits 
down the road. 

The Alberta Party will:

• View money put towards Creative Industries 
as social and economic investments.

• Bolster Alberta’s film and television 
industry by revamping the incentives 
available to productions in order to make 
us more competitive with other provinces 
and states.

• Consult with the music industry to identify 
ways to enhance the industry in Alberta, 
such as increasing performance and 
audience opportunities through festivals, 
showcases, and the creation of alternative 
performance vehicles.

• Ensure that magazine and book publishers 
continue to be leaders in Canada and the 
world with their publishing expertise.

• Establish a fund that allows Alberta artists 
to take their work outside of the province 
and showcase our talent to the world.

• Undertake a comprehensive inventory of all 
arts infrastructure throughout the province.

In Alberta we have a culture 
of innovation, creativity, and imagination.  
These traits are the key to Alberta’s success.  
The Alberta Party believes that strengthening 
the Creative Industries in our province will 
improve the overall quality of life in Alberta 
and make our province an even greater place 
to live.  

Creative Industries are a fundamentally 
important aspect of our society.  They add to 
our sense of community and belonging, make 
our society more enjoyable and vibrant, express 
our culture, and have the potential to generate 
diversification of employment and generate 
income.  The arts also tell our stories, create 
our legacies and shape our future.

Alberta Party’s vision for the future:  
Alberta’s arts and culture community produces, 
fosters, and attracts world-class talent, 
creativity and innovation. 

The Alberta Party envisions a future in which:

• Social investments made into Creative 
Industries are valued for their cultural 
and economic contributions.

• Long-term sustainable funding allows 
the Creative Industries to incubate, flourish 
and thrive. 

• Albertans can access and enjoy the arts 
regardless of where in the province they 
live.

• Individuals can comfortably and confi
dently pursue a career in the Creative 
Industries.  

• Resources are available to professional
artists and organizations that will allow 
their work to compete globally.

• Creative industrial education in the 
Creative Industries is supported at all 
levels and all stages of life.



• Undertake a comprehensive inventory of 
all Creative Industries as contributing to 
the province’s overall economic picture.

An Alberta Party government will commit to 
more sufficient levels of sustainable funding.

The Alberta Party believes that current levels 
of investment in community culture and the 
Creative Industries are inadequate.  Money 
invested in arts and culture is recycled through 
Alberta’s economy, and the majority of it stays 
in the province.  Artists here are committed and 
talented, and it’s their hard work that keeps the 
arts alive.  

Planning is difficult without a sustainable 
funding model, and year-to-year funding does 
not allow individuals or organizations to 
grow, nor to establish long range business 
plans.  In order for the arts to expand and 
flourish, the province needs to provide long-
term, sustainable funding.  

The Alberta Party believes that the Creative 
Industries create jobs and opportunities for 
Albertans and attract a workforce seeking a 
high quality of life.  Artists, whether they 
are painters, performers, instructors or 
administrators, should be confident they can 
take out a mortgage, pay their bills and earn 
a living in Alberta.  

Workers in other industries should be able to 
engage in and enjoy artistic and cultural com-
munities.  This will ensure Alberta is not just a 
temporary work destination, but a province that 
people want to move to and call home.  The arts 
play a key role in achieving this goal.

The Alberta Party will:

• Immediately establish a more appropriate 
level of social investment into Alberta’s arts 
community with an increase in funding by 
20%, with a commitment for steady and 
predictable increases as needed to establish 
the industry.

• Work with stakeholders to establish a 

more sustainable funding model, with three 
year funding commitments for arts and 
culture organizations.

• Examine alternative avenues for investing 
in the Creative Industry such as tax credits, 
incentives and interest-free loans.

• Establish a fund that will help smaller 
communities access the best art Alberta has 
to offer, which will enable towns and cities 
across the province to bring the finest the
atre, dance, music, and performances to 
their communities.

• Encourage the Alberta Foundation for the 
Arts (AFA) to establish a closer working 
relationship with civic funding bodies.

• Commit to fully funding and supporting 
the Alberta Multi-Media Development Fund.

• Fully support rural community initiatives 
such as Acitve Creative Engaged Communi
ties and the initiatives being led by Alberta 
Rural Development Network to ensure a 
strong foundation for recognition and 
development of the cultural and Creative 
Industries in these areas.

The Alberta Party will support the indepen-
dence of the arts community in direction and 
discourse.



The Alberta Party believes that individuals in 
the arts community have the best sense of their 
own priorities and needs.  We should ensure 
that there are as few creative barriers to the 
direction of their projects as possible.  

Individual artists should be able to focus on 
their work rather than their cost of living chal-
lenges.  This will require the province to recog-
nize the expertise of those involved in the arts 
and to engage more with the arts community. 

The Alberta Party will:

• Work with stakeholders to develop a 
provincial arts strategy.

• Provide hands-off funding for artists,
and move from formula-based funding 
to peerassessed funding.

• Reduce administrative restrictions for arts 
organizations.

• Ensure accountability measures exist so 
that funds are used appropriately.

• Acknowledge the need at a community 
level for indirect social investments in 
affordable housing, secondary suites, 
subsidized art making spaces, and 
infrastructure, which have a direct 
impact on artists.

• Re-examine and relax the regulations on 
how gaming revenues must be spent by 
the arts organizations that receive them. 

The Alberta Party is committed to supporting 
arts education at all levels and all life stages.

The Alberta Party believes that there should be 
more opportunities to learn about the arts, and 
to cultivate and encourage creative capacity-
building in our future generations.  Albertans 
are entrepreneurial, well educated and dynamic.  

The people of this province deserve and demand 
a flourishing arts scene, and cultural recogni-
tion.  The importance of an artistic component 
of education needs to be recognized.  Adequate 
funding for educational purposes should be 

available to artists from kindergarten through 
post secondary and beyond. 

The Alberta Party will:

• Ensure more educational artistic 
opportunities are available in Alberta’s 
K-12 education system. 

• Ensure that socio-economic status does 
not limit the capacity of an individual to 
learn about or train in the arts.

• Create a fund dedicated to training 
aspiring professional artists.

• Ensure our artists have access to new and 
emerging technologies to allow their work 
to be forefront on the world stage.

• Recognize the important role that arts 
institutes and organizations play in 
providing artists with the ability to make a 
living in Alberta.

• Ensure we build on having the Cultural 
Capital of Canada in Edmonton in 2007 
and Calgary in 2012 so that all of Alberta 
benefits from the successes of these cities.

• Develop a cross-ministry strategy to 
create an enhanced educational curriculum 
that adequately reflects the importance of 
creative development socially and 
economically.

• Develop new ways to assess students 
in Alberta’s education system which 
recognizes and rewards creative 
development.



Conclusion
The Alberta Party recognizes the need to 
diversify our economy and make Alberta a more 
liveable place.  A stronger arts and culture
community, and strong Creative Industries will 
help us satisfy these needs.  

The Government needs to see the arts, culture, 
creativity, and innovation as a path worth 
pursuing seriously, both socially and economi-
cally, as a conduit for strengthening community 
culture, and building our Creative Industries as 
truly reflective of our world-class status.  

The Alberta Party truly believes that a more 
adequately-funded, well thought-out creativity 
and innovation strategy will make Alberta an 
even greater province to live, visit and enjoy.

Feedback
This policy is a reflection of the direction we 
have been given by Albertans.  The Alberta Party 
believes that creating and shaping policy is an 
ongoing process and we are always looking for 
feedback.  If you want to learn more about the 
Alberta Party or have any comments or ques-
tions on our Arts and Culture policy please 
share them with us.  

To do so please visit our website;
www.albertaparty.ca 

our Facebook page
www.facebook.com/albertaparty

or send us an email
policy@albertaparty.ca.


