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2016 Parliamentary elections in Belarus 

The Alliance of European Liberals and Democrats for Europe (ALDE) Party 

convening in Vilnius, Lithuania, on 4 June 2016: 

Taking into account: 

 the Belarusian government pledged to consider recommendations 

made by OSCE/ODIHR for the improvement of the electoral process 

and the electoral law to make it compliant with international standards 

and invited OSCE/OHDIHR under the assertion that it would guarantee 

free and fair elections; 

 on 18 May 2016 the Belarusian Central Election Commission stated 

that 22 out of 30 of the most important OSCE/ODIHR requests will not 

be implemented before the parliamentary elections on 11 September 

including those guaranteeing full transparency of the vote count; 

 the Criminal Code and specific laws against terrorism and extremism 

were still extensively used against opposition candidates and 

campaigns throughout the last elections; 

 the access to state controlled media is still highly restricted for 

candidates of the political opposition and used by the government to 

support pro-regime candidates, hindering a transparent and fair 

election campaign; 

Urges: 

 the Belarusian government to take immediate steps to bring the 

electoral law in compliance with international standards and to 

guarantee legal status of opposition parties; 

 the Belarusian government to ensure the registration of all eligible  

candidates for the upcoming parliamentary elections, to guarantee 

open campaigning and equal access to state controlled media, and to 

allow the representatives of democratic parties and movements to be 

represented in electoral commissions; 

Calls on: 

 the Council of Europe and the European Commission to take a strong  

stand against any obstructions of the right of the opposition to 

participate in the elections as well as possible falsifications of the result; 

Appeals to: 

 the European Institutions to put special focus on supporting unbiased  

broadcasting and publishing through independent media outlets in the  

upcoming election campaign to overcome the governments’ monopoly 

on information. 


