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THE ALDE PARTY IN 2018
The European Liberal Democrat political family was founded in 1976 ahead of 
the first European elections and was established as the first truly transnational 
political party in 1993. Today the European Liberal Democrat family consists 
of more than 60 member parties across the continent and more than 50 
members of the European Parliament who sit in the ALDE Group. Since November 
2015, Hans van Baalen MEP has been President of the ALDE Party.

The ALDE Party is increasingly represented in all the EU institutions ensuring the Party provides an ever more 
vital link between citizens and the EU. 

Prior to European Council summits, Liberal Prime Ministers and European Commissioners meet in Brussels to 
discuss topical issues together and harmonise and strengthen their liberal perspectives on the issues on the European 
Council agenda. As of November 2018, eight European Prime Ministers – Andrej Babiš, Czech Republic; Xavier 
Bettel, Luxembourg; Charles Michel, Belgium; Lars Løkke Rasmussen, Denmark; Jüri Ratas, Estonia, Mark 
Rutte, the Netherlands; Marjan Šarec, Slovenia; Juha Sipilä, Finland – and Deputy Prime Ministers –Alexander 
De Croo, Belgium; Didier Reynders, Belgium; Richard Brabec, Czech Republic; Miro Cerar, Slovenia; and Kajsa 
Ollongren, the Netherlands  - belong to ALDE member parties. 

The ALDE Party also brings together Liberal ministers in the areas of Agriculture, Energy, Fisheries, Health, 
Transport and Telecoms ahead of their regular meetings at the Council of the European Union.

Five out of 28 members of the current College of European Commissioners represent liberal democrat parties 
and hold key portfolios: Andrus Ansip, Vice-President and Commissioner for Digital Single Market; Violeta Bulc, 
Commissioner for Transport; Vera Jourová, Commissioner for Justice, Consumers and Gender Equality; Cecilia 
Malmström, Commissioner for Trade; Margrethe Vestager, Commissioner for Competition.

The ALDE Group in the European Parliament is the fourth-biggest group in the European Parliament 
and remains an influential ‘kingmaker’ on all parts of European legislation. The group is headed by former 
Belgian Prime Minister Guy Verhofstadt MEP.

The ALDE Group in the Committee of the Regions brings together more than 100 politicians from local 
and regional authorities from more than 20 countries of the European Union. The President of the Group is 
Bart Somers, Mayor of the city of Mechelen, Belgium.

Svenja Hahn is the President of LYMEC, our youth organisation. The leader of the ALDE Group at the Parliamentary 
Assembly of the Council of Europe is Rik Daems. The European Investment Bank is headed by former 
ALDE Party President Werner Hoyer. 

ALDE Pre-Summit Meeting
17 OCTOBER 2018, BRUSSELS
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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

Dear Liberals and Democrats, dear friends,

May I welcome you to the 39th ALDE Party Congress in Madrid, co-hosted by the 
ALDE Party and Ciudadanos.

I am proud that Ciudadanos has developed into a strong, modernising political 
force deeply rooted in Spanish society. Its leader, Albert Rivera, maintains in-depth 
political relations with top decision-makers in the European Union and beyond. 
As a political leader, he is close to the citizens. He is both a grassroots and an international 
leader.

Next year’s elections to the European Parliament will be very important. At this 
Congress, we will debate and adopt our Manifesto for the 2019 European elections, 
a document to conquer the hearts and minds of the citizens. We liberals defend 
the rule of law, the social-free market economy and free trade, a clear and rules-based 
immigration policy, and further solutions to addressing global warming.

But remaining the fourth largest force in the European Parliament after the 
2019 European elections is simply not an option. We must unite, and we must 
also grow and build alliances with other progressive and liberal political forces. 
Among others, we welcome guests of La République En Marche! to our Congress 
to continue exploring ways to work together in this goal.

ALDE currently has eight Prime Ministers in the European Council and more to 
come. We have five members of the European Commission and more to come. 
We saw many election successes in the past year, including in Luxembourg. So 
let us go forward together. Liberals Must Unite!

Yours,

Hans van Baalen MEP
ALDE Party President@hansvanbaalen

/hansvanbaalenMEP
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YOUR GUIDE TO THE ALDE PARTY CONGRESS

REGISTRATION
Upon arrival, all participants are required to register 
at the Congress Registration Desk at the Madrid 
Marriott Auditorium. Please refer to this guide for 
maps of the venue and the Congress programme, 
including registration desk opening times.

Upon completion of online registration, attendees 
will have been sent a barcode. This barcode must be 
presented either in a printed copy, or on a smartphone, 
at onsite registration in Madrid. Failure to do so will 
result in a much slower onsite registration process. 
Registration will be divided into several specific 
queues, including ‘fast lanes’ for delegates with 
their barcodes.

Please note that following a decision of the ALDE 
PARTY Council 2018, a Congress registration fee has 
been introduced this year – all Congress attendees 
who are not valid Voting Delegates, elected politicians 
or press are subject to the registration fee. On-site 
registration fee is €35.
Badges must strictly be worn at all times, even at 
the Congress Dinner Reception at The Museo del Prado. 
Without your visible badge and lanyard, you will 
have no access to Congress venues. If you lose your 
badge, proceed immediately to Registration where 
a new badge can be printed for you - badge reprints 
will be charged at €35 to cover administrative 
costs.

WHICH SESSIONS CAN I 
PARTICIPATE IN?

Delegates
Delegates can take part in all Congress sessions except 
any sessions which are explicitly listed as (By Invitation 
Only) in the programme. 

All official voting delegates from full member 
parties, LYMEC, ALDE Party Bureau members, and  
elected Individual Member delegates, can vote on 
resolutions and in the Bureau Election. Only those 
voting delegates from full member EU parties, 
LYMEC, elected Individual Member delegates, and 
Bureau members can vote on the Manifesto.

Delegates from affiliate parties retain speaking 
rights on resolutions in the working group sessions 
but are not permitted to vote.

MPs and MEPs 
MPs and MEPs can take part in all Congress sessions 
and events apart from any sessions which are explicitly 
listed as (By Invitation Only) on the programme and 
to which they have not separately been invited.
Please note that MPs and MEPs do not automatically

have voting rights. MPs and MEPS can only vote if 
they have been nominated by a full member party 
to be amongst that party’s voting delegation, in 
which case they will maintain voting rights on Congress 
resolutions, the manifesto and in the Bureau 
elections.

Guests and Individual Members
Guests can take part in all Congress sessions and 
events apart from any sessions which are explicitly 
listed as (By Invitation Only) on the programme and 
the Council meeting, unless specifically invited by 
the ALDE Party Bureau or Secretariat.

Members of the Press 
The media can attend the events specified in the 
Press Guide sent to them ahead of the Congress.

Press are reminded that no access is permitted to 
the Congress venue or any events without pre-agreed 
accreditation. There will be no media access to 
closed-door meetings, such as the Council Meeting 
or Working Group. 

There will be a press room available (Frankfurt) at 
the Marriott for the use of the members of the press 
during the Congress hours.

Bilateral press interviews can be arranged on request. 
For more information, please contact ALDE Party 
Head of Communication Unit Didrik de Schaetzen 
on +32 479 33 10 27 or ddeschaetzen@aldeparty.eu

WHAT IS THE COUNCIL 
MEETING? WHO CAN ATTEND?
Members of the Council are appointed or elected by 
their member party to represent their party in the 
Council. The number of members in the Council is 
smaller than the number of delegates at the Congress. 
The number of Council delegates that each party 
is entitled to was communicated to parties prior 
to the Congress. The Council meeting is for Council 
delegates only.

WHAT ARE THE WORKING 
GROUPS ON MANIFESTO AND 
RESOLUTIONS?
At the working group, the amendments to the 
ALDE Party Manifesto and Congress resolutions 
which have been submitted by member parties 
will be discussed in detail. The working group
will give recommendations on the amendments 
to the plenary of the Congress. Congress will 
then vote on whether to accept or reject these
recommendations. Ultimately the Congress will 
vote on the Manifesto and Congress resolutions.

Delegates are strongly encouraged to participate in

Welcome to the 39th annual ALDE Party Congress, bringing together hundreds of European 
Liberal Democrats, including Prime Ministers, party members. European Commissioners, party 
leaders, MEPs and guests, for the largest ALDE Party event of the year.

the working groups, thereby contributing directly 
to ALDE policy formulation.

The final vote on the ALDE Party Manifesto will take 
place on Saturday 10 November at 11:00-13:00.

WHAT WILL BE DISCUSSED AT 
THE FRINGE MEETINGS? 
The ALDE Congress also brings together a wide 
range of European organisations hosting a variety 
of meetings, debates and training sessions held 
alongside the main Congress programme, these 
fringe meetings are open to all Congress attendees.
For full details of fringe meetings, see Notes on the 
Congress Programme in this guide.

RECEPTIONS AND CONGRESS 
DINNER
All delegates and other registered guests are invited 
to attend the Welcome Reception where drinks and 
a light dinner will be provided on Thursday 8 November 
19:30 – 21:30. This reception is generously sponsored 
by FoodDrinkEurope.

We would also like to welcome all delegates and 
registered guests to attend the Official Congress 
Dinner Reception co-hosted by Ciudadanos and 
the ALDE Party taking place on Friday 9 November 
at 20:30 – 23:30 at the Museo del Prado (Paseo del 
Prado, s/n, 28014 Madrid, Spain) where drinks and 
a buffet dinner will be provided. Please note that 
entry to the museum is only allowed with the official 
ALDE Party Congress 2018 badge. Bus transport will 
be provided to all attendees to and from the venue.

COPYING AND PRINTING
In order to comply with ALDE Party commitments 
to environmental sustainability, the compilation 
of resolutions & the amendment table will 
NOT be printed & distributed to delegates. 
Instead, all registered delegates will receive 
the aforementioned documents by email, prior 
to the Congress. It is delegates’ responsibility 
to provide their own paper copies if they wish.
Following the Working Group, all delegates 
will receive an email with the draft table of 
amendments containing the recommendations 
made by the working groups to Congress. All 
these documents will also be available via the 
Congress app.
There is a business center in the Marriott where 
all delegates are free to use the printer 24/7. 
Please note that copies can only be made in 
black and white, and no scanner option is 
available. 
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TRAVEL AND TRANSPORT IN MADRID
From the Madrid Barajas Airport

The Marriott offers a complimentary airport shuttle service 
for the guests of the hotel. The shuttle runs every 
30 minutes from 05:00 until 01:30 every day. More 
information on the schedule can be found here: 
www.marriott.com/hotelwebsites/us/m/ma-
dad/madad_pdf/Shuttle-Service-2018.pdf

Please note: The shuttle only has 19 seats and provides 
service on a first come, first served basis. It is not possible 
to reserve seats in advance.

As an alternative, a taxi will take approximately 15 minutes 
(depending on which terminal you are travelling from) and 
will cost around €20. All terminals have clearly signed 
taxi ranks outside the arrivals area. Official taxis are white 
with a red stripe and have the Madrid City Council coat-of-
arms on their doors.

From the City Centre:

From the main station of Madrid called Estación Sur de 
Mendez Álvaro, take line number 6 of Metro de Madrid 
and get to Avenida América (it will take you approximately 
12 minutes). Once you are at the Exchanger there are 
several bus numbers to get to the hotel in around 25-
30 minutes: 222, 223, 224, 224A, 226, 227, 229, 229, 281, 
282, 283 and 284. The bus stop of the hotel is called Ctra. 
A2 – Hotel Auditorium. You can buy bus tickets by cash 
paying to the driver directly, it costs around €2.00-2.60 
per trip.

To the city centre:
You can take a taxi to the city centre. It will take approximately 
20-30 minutes depending on traffic to get to the main sights 
such as Museo del Prado, Puerta del Sol, or Plaza Mayor.

PRAC TICAL INFORMATION 5

Transport in Madrid

Once you reach the city centre, Madrid’s excellent transport 
system allows you to get around the city quickly and efficiently. 
Boasting over 300 stations, the Madrid Metro currently 
comprises 12 metro lines that normally run from 06:00  
until 01:30. The fares cost between €1.50 - 2.50 depending 
on the length of your journey (when you purchase your 
single ticket from the ticket machine, simply select your 
destination and it will automatically calculate the shortest 
route). For more information, go to the official Madrid 
Metro site here: 
www.metromadrid.es/en/index.html

Please note that thanks to our mobility 
partnership with Uber, all Uber trips to 
and from the Madrid Marriott  Auditorium 
during the ALDE Party Congress 2018 
will receive a 30% discount. Simply type 
in the promotional code ALDEMADRID18  
to receive the discounted fare. The discount 
also applies for trips between the Marriott 
and Madrid Barajas Airport.

Please note that transport between the Marriott 
and The Official Congress Dinner Reception 
will be organised by the ALDE Party.
 
Buses from the Marriott to the Museo del 
Prado will leave from 20:00 until 20:45.Buses 
returning from the Museo del Prado to the 
Marriott will start leaving at 22:30 and will 
run every 15 minutes until all final departures at 
23:30.
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Madrid Marriott Auditorium 
Hotel & Conference Center: 

Avenida de Aragon No 400
Madrid, 28022 Spain
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TOURIST INFO

With numerous museums and art galleries, Madrid is undoubtedly one of the most important capitals 
of culture in Europe. The city is also an architectural treasure with beautiful palaces, grand monuments 
and spacious squares. Below, find some recommendations that we have picked out for you. In case 
you want to learn more, here is the official tourism website of Madrid: www.esmadrid.com/en
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Museums and galleries: The Golden Triangle of Art

Museo del Prado is the main Spanish national art museum. It is widely considered to have one of the world’s 
finest collections of European art, dating from the 12th century to the early 20th century. Highlights of the collection 
are numerous works by Francisco Goya, Hieronymus Bosch, El Greco, Peter Paul Rubens, Titian, Diego Velázquez 
and many others.
Address: Paseo del Prado, s/n, 28014 Madrid, Spain - www.museodelprado.es/en/visit-the-museum

If you are more interested in modern and contemporary art of the 20th century, Museo Reina Sofia is 
certainly a must-see. Boasting an excellent collection of works by Spain’s two greatest 20th-century 
masters, Pablo Picasso and Salvador Dalí, the museum is also home to Picasso’s masterpiece Guernica. 
Other artist on display include Joan Miró, Alexander Calder, Paul Klee, Mark Rothko and many more. 
Address: Calle de Santa Isabel, 52, 28012 Madrid, Spain - www.museoreinasofia.es/en

The third point of the Golden Triangle, the Thyssen-Bornemisza Museum fills the historical gaps in its counterparts’ 
collections: in the Prado’s case this includes Italian primitives and works from the English, Dutch and German 
schools, while in the case of the Reina Sofia it concerns Impressionists, Expressionists, and European and American 
paintings from the 20th century. 
Address: Paseo del Prado, 8, 28014 Madrid, Spain - www.museothyssen.org/en

Local tip: You can buy a Paseo del Arte Pass which allows you to visit all three museums with a discount. 
More information here: www.esmadrid.com/en/tourist-passes

Architecture: The Royal Metropolitan Gem

Built in the 9th century, the Royal Palace of Madrid was extended over the years and developed into one of 
the most beautiful royal palaces in the world. The King Felipe VI and the Royal Family do not reside there, so you 
can visit the royal palace and admire its majestic exterior as well as intricate interior design created by the most 
prominent Spanish artists. 
Address: Calle de Bailén, s/n, 28071 Madrid, Spain - entradas.patrimonionacional.es/en-GB/venta-de-entradas

Located at the roundabout on the Paseo del Prado, Plaza de Cibeles evokes the splendour of imperial Madrid. 
The jewel in the crown of this stirring celebration of Belle Époque is the Palacio de Cibeles (1917) – built by 
Antonio Palacios, Madrid’s most prolific architect of the era – which serves as Madrid’s City Hall. The fountain 
of Cibeles, named after Cybele, the Greek goddess of fertility, lies at the centre of the plaza and is one of Madrid’s 
most beautiful statues. 
Address: Plaza Cibeles, 28014 Madrid.

The monumental heart of the city, the Plaza Mayor was completed in 1619 by Juan Gómez de la Mora. It’s built 
in typical Herrerian style, of which the slate spires are the most obvious expression. Ochre-hued apartments with 
wrought-iron balconies and 17th-century frescoes overlook the plaza, which has borne witness to bullfights 
and executions during the Spanish Inquisition.



WHERE TO DINE IN MADRID
If you feel like having a touristy tasting experience, head to the Mercado de San Miguel. Within walking distance 
from the Plaza Mayor, more than 30 market vendors offer a variety of freshly prepared gourmet tapas, hams, 
olives, baked goods, and other foods.

If you are after a low-key and more local experience, the La Cava Baja is the place to go. Located in the heart 
of Madrid, the lively street full of bars over the years has become a synonym for great and affordable tapas. 
Alternatively, check out La Casa del Abuelo, which is an ageless and popular place which has been around for 
more than a hundred years. They have a few branches around the city, so you can pick the one which is more 
convenient to you.

If you are looking for more elevated dining, Madrid has a wide range of restaurants that cater to all tastes. Try 
Amparito Roca for traditional Spanish cuisine with a modern twist or Restaurante Amazonico if you fancy 
a fusion cuisine dinner in a beautiful setting. If you are looking for some traditional entertainment, check out 
Corral de la Moreria where you catch a dinner and flamenco show.

PRACTICAL  INFORMATION8

Mercado de San Miguel
Address: Plaza San Miguel, 28005 Madrid, Spain
Tel. +34 915 42 49 36 - mercadodesanmiguel.es

La Cava Baja
Address: C/ Cava Baja, 28005 Madrid, Spain

Amparito Roca
Address: C/ Juan Bravo, 12, 28006 Madrid, Spain
Tel. +34 91 348 33 04 - restauranteamparitoroca.com/

Restaurante Amazonico
Address: C/ Jorge Juan, 20, 28001 Madrid (España)
Tel. +34 91 515 43 32 - restauranteamazonico.com/en/s

Corral de la Moreria
Address: C/ Moreria, 17, 28005 Madrid, Spain
Tel. +34 91 365 11 37 - www.corraldelamoreria.com/

La Casa del Abuelo
Address: C/ Victoria, 12, 28012 Madrid, Spain
Tel. +34 915 21 23 19 - lacasadelabuelo.es



CATERING
The networking dimension of Congress is as important as the debates.  To enhance your Congress 
experience, the ALDE Party is delighted to offer the following catering through the Congress:

Thursday 8 November

15:30 – 16:00 
Coffee break at Italy-England galleries

19:30 – 21:30 
Welcome Reception at Italy-England galleries 
Come along and say hello to liberal colleagues 
old and new at the Congress Welcome Reception 
Drinks and a light dinner will be available

Friday 9 November
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20:30 – 23:30  
Official Congress Dinner at the Museo del Prado 

Join us for the highlight of the social programme 
in one of the most beautiful museums in the 
world! We promise you a memorable night with 
drinks, food, music and speeches. A buffet and 
drinks will be available throughout the night Transport 
between the Marriott and Museo del Prado will be 
organised by the ALDE Party

17:00 – 17:30  
Coffee break at Italy-England galleries  

Otherwise, several catering options are also available 
at the Marriott hotel:

The Atrium Bar is a favorite for meeting attendees, as it 
is centrally located near the meeting rooms and is perfect 
for grabbing a sandwich for lunch. Hours: 10:00-18:00

The Greatroom, a special area located at the main entrance 
of the hotel close to the front desk. Hours: 08:00-19:00 
providing complete service, 07:00-1:30 only tapas available

Kalma Restaurant, an a la carte restaurant, specialised 
in Mediterranean cuisine. Hours: 13:30-16:00 and 
20:00-23:30

Champions Bar & Terrace, a great place for a late-night 
snack and a drink. Hours: 19:00 to 02:00

If you are attending specific sessions during the event, 
catering may also be provided. Refer to the individual 
session guide in Notes on the Programme (pages 20-39)

10:15 – 10:45  
Coffee break at Italy-England galleries  

Saturday 10 November

10:30 – 11:00  
Coffee break at Italy-England galleries  
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PREPARING FOR VICTORY: 
ALDE PARTY TRAININGS 
TO HELP YOU WIN!

Elected!

RUNNING FOR OFFICE - GET 
INSPIRED FOR YOUR SOCIAL 
MEDIA CAMPAIGN

How to use best-practice to inform your 
strategy for your next social outreach 
Thursday 8 November, 13:30 – 15:30 
ESTRASBURGO

PREPARING FOR VICTORY – DATA 
DRIVEN FIELD CAMPAIGNING

How to have a successful data-driven 
campaign and how the ALDE Party can 
help you 
Friday 9 November, 09:00 – 10:30 
ESTRASBURGO

PREPARING FOR VICTORY – 
FRAMING THE DEBATE

How to build successful liberal narratives  
Friday 9 November, 13:00 – 14:45 
ESTRASBURGO

PREPARING FOR VICTORY – 
CAMPAIGN FUNDAMENTALS, HOW 
TO WIN YOUR EP CAMPAIGN

Liberal candidates are winning in Europe 
because we’re running better campaigns. 
Learn how from best-practice   
Friday 9 November, 17:30 – 19:00 
ESTRASBURGO
FOR EP ELECTIONS CANDIDATES ONLY

NO MONEY NO CAMPAIGN: 
HOW FUNDRAISING IS ESSENTIAL 
FOR CANDIDATES AND HOW TO GET 
STARTED

Why candidates and parties need to fundraise 
and how culture around political fundraising 
can be changed  
Saturday 10 November, 09:00 – 10:30 
ESTRASBURGO

FOLLOWED BY A NETWORKING 
RECEPTION FOR EP ELECTION 
CANDIDATES ONLY FRIDAY

Friday 9 November, 19:00 – 20:00 
CHAMPIONS BAR



EXHIBITION AREA AT 
ALDE PARTY CONGRESS

you! 

You should also make        to check out our other liberal organisations, the National Liberal 

Club, FNF, ELF, who would love to        to you about what they do. 

               is welcome, so join us,            your friends, take           s and enjoy! 

this down – You really need to             off the exhibition at this year’s Congress. 

We have so many stands to make you  

It’s almost          so you can          by the ALDE Party                      - Ok we can’t help if it’s an 

ALDE Party          you’re after but we do have loads things that you will         like a                     

for those rainy days or a           for your coffee as you head to the office. You can also 

join the              and become an individual member! 

We think you will          the Facebook live lounge and you definitely need to           the 

Google and Microsoft stands too! 

Opening hours:

Thursday 8 November 11:00 – 21:30
Friday 9 November 08:00 – 20:00
Saturday 10 November 08:30 – 12:00



CONGRESS
PROGRAMME



ALDE Party Training Running for Office - Get Inspired for your Social Media Campaign
(all are welcome to attend) - Lunch provided for attendees
Speakers:
• Didrik de Schaetzen, Head of Communications, ALDE Party
• Meg Chang, Politics & Government Outreach Manager, Facebook
• Suzana Bincl, Social Media Expert, Keskusta, Finland
• Caroline Nagtegaal van Doorn MEP, VVD, the Netherlands
• Lucia Asanache, Brand & Comms Manager, Grow with Google
• Katrien Van Den Broeck, Communication Adviser to Belgian Deputy Prime Minister Alexander De Croo

1

IM Coordinators Meeting

Exhibition Open

Venstre Denmark Delegation Meeting (by invitation only)

ALDE - PACE Delegation Meeting (by invitation only)

ALDE Party Bureau Meeting (by invitation only)

Ciudadanos Delegation Meetings (by invitation only)

UK Liberal Democrats Delegation Meeting (by invitation only)

Debate on Political Entrepreneurship: How to Build Successful Centrist Political Start-ups 
(all are welcome to attend)
Speakers:
• Josef Lentsch, Director, NEOS Lab
• Beate Meinl-Reisinger MP, Leader, NEOS, Austria
• Thibault Muzergues, European Program Director, International Republican Institute
• Jorge San Miguell, Head of Communications, Ciudadanos, Spain
• Aleksandra Śniegocka Gożdzik, member of theWarsaw City Council, expert in social affairs, Nowoczesna

2

EWA Training & Networking (for EWA alumnae and prospective candidates)
Speakers:
• Věra Jourová, European Commissioner for Justice, Consumers and Gender Equality
• Angelika Mlinar MEP, ALDE Party Vice President, NEOS, Austria
EWA alumnae speakers:
• Rebekka Borsch, EWA Alumna, State Secretary for Research and Higher Education, Venstre, Norway
• Claire O’Connor, EWA Alumna, Fianna Fáil, Ireland
• Svenja Hahn, EWA Alumna, FDP, Germany
• Marijana Puljak, EWA Alumna, Pametno, Croatia
• Diana Topčić Rosenberg, EWA Alumna, GLAS, Croatia

Manifesto & Resolutions Working Group
Chair: Lousewies van der Laan

Individual Members AGM (for ALDE Party Individual Members only)

3

4

Networking Coffee Break

LIBSEEN Steering Committee Meeting (by invitation only)

Voting System Test with Bureau Candidate Election Observers (for observers only)

Roundtable on the Single Market after 2019 (by invitation only)
Speakers:
• Miro Cerar MP, Deputy Prime Minister of Slovenia, Minister of Foreign Affairs
• Dita Charanzová MEP, ANO, Czech Republic
• Morten Helveg Petersen MEP, Radikale Venstre, Denmark
• Mella Frewen, Director General of FoodDrinkEurope
Moderator: 
• Timmy Dooley TD, ALDE Party Vice President, Fianna Fáil, Ireland

5

Registration 

Thursday 08 NOVEMBER

11:00-21:30  England-France-Italy-Germany    
                                    Galleries

11:00-13:00  Bonn

11:00-20:30  Atrium 2

PROGRAMME
Please find more information about the programme and the speakers from p. 20 to p. 39

Plenary Sessions,
Working groups, 
voting

Fringe
meetings
and training 
sessions

By invitation
only

Networking
gatherings

NOTE For security reasons, lanyards must be warn at all times during Congress 

11:30-12:30  Munich

12:00-12:30  Dusseldorf

13:00-15:30  Burdeos

13:30-14:30  Dusseldorf

13:30-15:30  Estrasburgo

Livestreamed on
        /aldeparty
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12:30-13:30  Colonia

14:00-15:30  Londres

17:00-19:00  Estrasburgo

16:00-19:00  Roma-Milan-Venecia

15:30-16:00  England-France-Italy-Germany      
                                    Galleries

16:00-19:00  Bristol

18:00-19:00  Bonn

17:30-18:00  Oxford

18:00-19:00  Munich



FDP Germany Delegation Meeting (by invitation only)

Centerpartiet Delegation Meeting (by invitation only)

Radikale Venstre Delegation Meeting (by invitation only)

New Central Europe Group Delegation Meeting (by invitation only)

Registration

ALDE Party Council Meeting (for Council Delegates only)
Chair: Hans van Baalen MEP, ALDE Party President

ALDE Party Training Preparing for Victory – Data driven field campaigning 
(all are welcome to attend)
Speakers:
•  Ian Marquardt, Campaign Consultant, ALDE Party
• Carina Wellenius, Liberalerna, Sweden
• Max Sundermann, Data & Analytics Manager, ALDE Party

7

Networking Coffee Break

Official Opening Ceremony of the 39th ALDE Party Congress (all are welcome to attend)
Speakers:
• Hans van Baalen MEP, ALDE Party President
• Guy Verhofstadt MEP, Leader of the ALDE Group
• Albert Rivera MP, Party Leader Cs, Spain
• Margrethe Vestager, European Commissioner for Competition
• Prime Minister Charles Michel, MR, Belgium
• Andrus Ansip, Vice President, European Commissioner for the Digital Single Market
• Prime Minister Lars Løkke Rasmussen, Venstre, Denmark
• Věra Jourová, European Commissioner for Justice, Consumers and Gender Equality
• Prime Minister Marjan Šarec, LMŠ, Slovenia
• Violeta Bulc, European Commissioner for Transport

9

Breakfast Briefing - Status on Manifesto and Next Steps (by invitation only)
Speakers:
•  Taavi Rõivas MP, Chair of the ALDE Party Manifesto Drafting Committee
• Claudia Gamon MP, NEOS, Austria
• Martina Dlabajová MEP, ANO, Czech Republic
Moderator:
• Lousewies van der Laan

6

Roundtable on Online Competitiveness in the Age of Platforms (by invitation only)
Speakers:
• Věra Jourová, European Commissioner for Justice, Consumers and Gender Equality
• Andrus Ansip, Vice President, European Commissioner for the Digital Single Market
• Anne Berner MP, Minister of Transport and Communication, Keskusta, Finland
• Dita Charanzová MEP, Member of European Parliament, ANO, Czech Republic
• Kostas Rossoglou, Head of EU Public Policy, Yelp
• David Wheeldon, Group Director of Policy Affairs, Sky
Chair/Moderator:
• Angelika Mlinar MEP, Vice President, ALDE Party, Austria

8

Exhibition Open

Welcome Reception
Speech: Hans van Baalen MEP, ALDE Party President

Friday 09 NOVEMBER

07:30-08:30  Dusseldorf

Please find more information about the programme and the speakers from p. 20 to p. 39
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Livestreamed on
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07:30-08:30  Colonia
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07:30-08:30  Londres

NOTE For security reasons, lanyards must be warn at all times during Congress 
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07:30-20:00  Atrium 2

08:30-11:00  Bristol

09:00-10:30  Estrasburgo

10:15-10:45  England-France-Italy-Germany      
                                     Galleries

10:45-12:45  Roma-Milan-Venecia

08:30-09:30  Bonn

09:30-10:30  Munich

08:00-20:00  England-France-Italy-Germany      
                                     Galleries

Thursday 08 NOVEMBER

19:30-21:30  England-France-Italy-Germany      
                                    Galleries

Livestreamed on
          /aldeparty



Debate on Security and Democracy in the Age of Cyber Threats, Disinformation, 
and Fake News (all are welcome to attend) - Lunch provided for attendees
Speakers:
• Andrus Ansip, Vice President, European Commissioner for the Digital Single Market
• Petras Auštrevičius MEP, Liberal Movement, Lithuania
• Morten Løkkegaard MEP, Venstre, Denmark
• Sophie in ‘t Veld MEP, D66, the Netherlands
• Brady Hills, Programme Officer, International Republican Institute
Expert Panel:
• Jon Steinberg, Public Policy and Government Relations Manager, Google
• Natalia Basterrechea, Head of Public Policy (Spain and Portugal), Facebook
• Marc Mossé, Senior Director for EU Government Affairs, Microsoft
Moderator:
• Dave Keating, EU Journalist and Moderator

Plenary Speeches
• Herman Mashaba, Executive Mayor of Johannesburg, South Africa
• Emma Bonino, Senator, Radicali Italiani, Italy
• Micheál Martin TD, Leader of Fianna Fáil, Ireland
• Annie Lööf MP, Leader of Centerpartiet, Sweden
• Juli Minoves, President of Liberal International
• Anne Berner MP, Minister of Transport and Communications, Keskusta, Finland
• Morten Østergaard MP, Leader of Radikale Venstre, Denmark
• Katarzyna Lubnauer MP, Leader of Nowoczesna, Poland 
• Miro Cerar MP, Deputy Prime Minister of Slovenia, Minister of Foreign Affairs

11

12

ALDE-CoR Liberal Mayors Summit (by invitation only)

Debate on Europe in a New Economic World Order – The Future of Trade, Investments and 
Innovation Co-Hosted by ELF (all are welcome to attend) Coffee provided for attendees
Welcome Words:
• Dr Jürgen Martens MP, President, ELF
Speakers:
• Violeta Bulc, European Commissioner for Transport
• Anne Berner MP, Minister of Transport and Communications, Keskusta, Finland
• Nicola Beer MP, Secretary General, FDP, Germany
• Prof. Karl-Heinz Paqué, Chairman, FNF
• Thomas Spiller, Vice President, Global Public Policy, The Walt Disney Company EMEA
• Volker Koch-Achelpöhler, Head of EU Liaison Office, Bayer
Moderator: 
• Dave Keating, EU Journalist and Moderator

13

Electronic Voting Booths Open

Networking Coffee Break

Roundtable on Beyond Nine to Five - Freedom, Flexibility and the Future of Work
Co-Hosted by FNF
Welcome Words:
• Prof. Karl-Heinz Paqué, Chairman, FNF
Speakers:
• Annie Lööf MP, Leader of Centerpartiet, Sweden
• Martina Dlabajová MEP, ANO, Czech Republic
• Laurin Sepoetro, Senior Associate, EU Public Policy, Uber
• Nathalie Vandaele, Partner, Human Capital, Deloitte Europe
• David Saenz, Chief Operating Officer, Stuart
Moderator:
• Luis Garicano, ALDE Party Vice President, Ciudadanos, Spain

14

ALDE Party Training Preparing for Victory – Framing the debate 
• (all are welcome to attend) - Lunch provided for attendees
• Speakers:
• Mark Thiessen, Founder and Managing Director, MEUTE

10
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Plenary Sessions,
Working groups, 
voting

Fringe
meetings
and training 
sessions

By invitation
only

Networking
gatherings

Livestreamed on
        /aldeparty

NOTE For security reasons, lanyards must be warn at all times during Congress

16 CONGRESS PROGRAMME

Friday 09 NOVEMBER

12:45-14:45  Londres

14:45-15:45  Roma-Milan-Venecia

15:00-18:00  Colonia

15:45-17:15  Londres

13:00-18:30  Oxford

17:00-17:30  England-France-Italy-Germany      
                                     Galleries

17:30-19:00  Munich

13:00-14:45  Estrasburgo

Livestreamed on
          /aldeparty



ALDE Party Training for EP 2019 Election Candidates (for EP Election Candidates only) 
Speakers:
• Philipp Hansen, Head of Political Unit, ALDE Party
• Ian Marquardt, Campaign Consultant, ALDE Party
• Rebekka Borsch, State Secretary for Research and Higher Education, Venstre, Norway
• Jan Huitema MEP, VVD, the Netherlands
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Friday 09 NOVEMBER

Interactive Debate on Smart Future of Global Cities Hosted by ALDE-CoR 
(all are welcome to attend) - Drinks and Snacks for attendees
Speakers:
• Begoña Villacís, Ciudadanos Spokesperson in City Hall Madrid, Ciudadanos, Spain 
• Bart Somers, Mayor of Mechelen, President ALDE-CoR, Open-VLD, Belgium
• Herman Mashaba, Executive Mayor of Johannesburg
• Anne Berner MP, Minister of Transport and Communication, Keskusta Finland
Case study: 
• Marko Torm, Mayor of Rakvere, Reform Party, Estonia
Expert panel:
• Javier Albares, Head of Innovation and Digital Transformation, GSMA Europe
• Paloma Real, Country Manager, Mastercard, Spain

Bus departures to Congress Dinner Reception
20:00-20:45  From Marriott Auditorium Hotel 
Congress Entrance (Calle del Ingeniero Torres Quevedo)

Official Congress Dinner Reception20:30-23:30  Museo del Prado

1618:00-20:00  Londres

17:30-19:00  Estrasburgo

Networking Reception for EP Election Candidates (for EP Election Candidates only) - drinks 
and snacks provided

19:00-20:00  Champions Bar
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Registration 

Saturday 10 NOVEMBER

07:30-11:30  Atrium 2

Open Vld Delegation Meeting (by invitation only)07:30-08:30  Bonn
VVD Delegation Meeting (by invitation only)07:30-08:30  Colonia

Candidates Debate08:15-09:00  Roma-Milan-Venecia

LGBTI Liberals of Europe Meeting (by invitation only)08:30-09:30  Munich

Electronic Voting Booths Open08:30-11:30  Oxford

ALDE Party Training No Money No Campaign: How fundraising is essential for 
candidates and how to get started (all are welcome to attend) - Breakfast for attendees
Speakers:
• Emily Death, Head of Events and Fundraising, ALDE Party
• Laura Owen, Fundraising and Engagement Officer, ALDE Party
• Christina Topp, Senior Director of Fundraising, Liberal Party, Canada
• Sue Evans, Regions and Seats Fundraising Development Manager, Liberal Democrats, UK

09:00-10:30  Estrasburgo

FDP Switzerland Delegation Meeting (by invitation only)07:30-08:30  Dusseldorf

Exhibition Open08:30-12:00  England-France-Italy-Germany      
                                    Galleries

19
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Debate on No Planet B – Setting the agenda for sustainable growth Co-Hosted by ELF
(all are welcome to attend) - Breakfast for attendees
Welcome Words:
• Martina Dlabajová MEP, First Vice President of ELF, ANO, Czech Republic
Speakers:
• Ola Elvestuen, Minister of Environment, Venstre, Norway
• Fredrick Federley MEP, ALDE Party Vice President, Centerpartiet, Sweden
• Gesine Meißner MEP, FDP, Germany
• Timmy Dooley TD, ALDE Party Vice President, Fianna Fáil, Ireland
Moderator: 
• Hanna Stenegren, Fores

09:00-10:30  Bristol

Networking Coffee Break
10:30-11:00  England-France-Italy-Germany      
                                     Galleries

Voting on Manifesto and Resolutions
Chair: Lousewies van der Laan

11:00-13:00  Roma-Milan-Venecia

Announcement of Bureau Election Results13:00-13:30   Roma-Milan-Venecia
Close13:30  

Livestreamed on
          /aldeparty

Livestreamed on
          /aldeparty



Join 
the fight

In the lead up to the European elections in 2019 YOU can 
make a difference. The bigger our community, the louder our 
voice. Join us as a member this Congress

So visit our individual members stand now in the exhibition 
area or sign up online joinus.aldeparty.eu 

Prepare to #fightlikealiberal

#fightlikealiberal



CONGRESS PROGRAMME

NOTES ON THE PROGRAMME
1

RUNNING FOR OFFICE? GET INSPIRED FOR YOUR 
SOCIAL MEDIA CAMPAIGN
Thursday 8 November 13:30 – 15:30 - ROOM ESTRASBURGO - Lunch provided for attendees

ALDE PARTY TRAINING - ALL ARE WELCOME

Join us for a lively training session for candidates running in any sort of upcoming elections who want to be inspired to be confident 
on social media. The time when your campaign was about making a website, a blog, and a Facebook page and hoping it would work is 
long past. In this training session, we will present you case studies of elected officials, social media experts, and those from the industry 
at Facebook and Google on what to do, and also what not to do, to help you win in 2019.
The goal is to take you from merely being present on social media to being a successful digital candidate.  
There will be some theory, but mostly practical hands-on testimonies to get you ahead.  
After an introduction by ALDE Party’s Head of Communication Didrik de Schaetzen who will present some lessons learnt from previous 
trainings, we will learn from Facebook’s Meg Chang on the integrity of elections and what that means for your campaign. Furthermore, 
in a first case study we will hear from Keskusta’s Suzana Bincl on how to reach out to younger voters. VVD MEP Caroline Nagtegaal-van 
Doorn will share  her stories on how Instagram helps her to reach out to her voters and supporters. Lucia Asanache from Google will 
teach you on how to make sure your online campaign is secure. Finally Katrien van den Broeck will tell you that also you can do it! 

SPEAKERS:

Didrik de Schaetzen
Head of Communications, ALDE Party

Didrik is a Political Communication specialist working for the 
European Liberals since 2011. In his capacity as Head of the 
Communication unit he managed an important part of the 2014 
European Campaign efforts. By then, our political family had 
grown to be the biggest one on social media in terms of likes 
but also – more importantly – engagement. Along with his 
team and the social media officers of our Member Parties, we’re 
working on the most innovative 2019 European campaign by a 
European Political Party.

20

Meg Chang
Politics & Government Outreach Manager, Facebook

Meg has a vast experience in media and government relations. 
Before, she was head of operations at EU Observer, the Brussels 
based independent online newspaper which values free thinking 
and plain speech. Since July, she has been responsible for politics 
and government outreach at Facebook in Brussels, making Belgian 
and European political parties ready to play their part in online 
campaigning. 

Caroline Nagtegaal-van Doorn MEP
Member of European Parliament, VVD, the Netherlands

Caroline has been a Member of the European Parliament since 
November 2017. Before, she worked in Public and European Affairs 
for, amongst others, Amsterdam Airport Schiphol and the Port 
Authority of Rotterdam. Since her entry into the European Parliament, 
she has become an avid user of Instagram, reaching out to voters 
and supporters, all in the spirit of her motto “Brussels can use 
some of the Rotterdam experience.”

Suzana Bincl
Social media expert at Keskusta, Finland

Suzana is an experienced Communication Designer with a 
demonstrated history of working in the political organisation 
industry. She is skilled in photography, communication, social 
media, Adobe Creative Suite and video production. For Keskusta, 
Finland, Suzana campaigned especially towards young voters 
through the use of  Youtube, Snapchat and stories on Instagram.

Lucia Asanache
Brand and Comms Manager, Grow with Google

Lucia is all about digital and education. She breathes digital, 
having experience in a wide range of companies and organisations, 
always with the aim to create more digital opportunity for 
everyone. Now she is at Grow with Google, which operates In 
Europe, the Middle East and Africa and provides courses, tools 
and in-person coaching to help people get the right skills and 
advance their careers or grow their business.

Katrien Van Den Broeck
Communication adviser Belgian Deputy Prime Minister 
Alexander De Croo

Katrien is an experienced content creator and campaigner. From 
2009 until 2016, she was a core member of the cabinet of Guy 
Verhofstadt, former Prime Minister of Belgium and current leader 
of the Liberals in the European Parliament. She played a key 
role in advocating for a strong social media focus in the 2014 
elections and thereafter. By lifting Guy Verhofstadt’s presence 
online, she was at the heart of the social media revolution in 
European politics. Now she leads the social media in the cabinet 
of Deputy Prime Minister Alexander De Croo.



2
POLITICAL ENTREPRENEURSHIP: HOW TO 
BUILD SUCCESSFUL CENTRIST POLITICAL 
START-UPS
 
Thursday 8 November 14:00 – 15:30 - ROOM LONDRES

Political entrepreneurs are entrepreneurially minded citizens who launch innovative political start-ups. Their aim is to enter parliament 
and transform their respective political system from within. 
That does not make them inherently good: some of the most successful entrepreneurial examples of late have been populist start-ups, 
like M5S in Italy or the AfD in Germany. But the last years have also seen the rise of centrist and liberal start-ups like Ciudadanos 
in Spain, En Marche in France, Momentum in Hungary, Nowoczesna in Poland, Progresivne in Slovakia, and NEOS in Austria. In 
our realigning political systems, the race between populist and centrist political start-ups will decide much of the future of liberal 
democracy.
While there is lots of literature on new parties on the left and right, there is a gap in literature on centrist and liberal political start-ups. 
NEOS Lab Director Josef Lentsch has interviewed more than 40 political entrepreneurs and experts for the book “Political Entrepreneurship: 
How to Build Successful Centrist Political Start-ups” (Springer, December 2018). This panel will gather experts and politicians to 
discuss the methods and tools political start-ups employ, the successes and failures and what lessons can be learnt.

ALDE PARTY FRINGE MEETING - ALL ARE WELCOME

SPEAKERS:
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Beate Meinl-Reisinger MP
Leader, NEOS, Austria

Beate Meinl-Reisinger is Chairwoman of NEOS, the Austrian 
liberal party. She was among its founders in 2012 and became 
a Member of Parliament after the successful entry to Parliament 
in 2013. Meinl-Reisinger also founded the Vienna chapter 
of NEOS, which she turned into a powerful force for 
transparency and anti-corruption. As Spitzenkandidat in 
the regional elections, she became a Member of the Vienna 
Parliament in 2015. Following the successful national 
elections in 2017, she was elected Chairwoman of NEOS 
in June 2018, and again became a Member of Parliament, 
where she now leads the NEOS group.

Thibault Muzergues
Resident Programme Director, 
International Republican Institute 

Thibault Muzergues has been working at the International 
Republican Institute‘s Europe Regional Office since 2011, 
and currently serves as its Europe Programme Director. 
He has a background of working with political parties and 
campaigns in both France and the United Kingdom. At 
IRI, Muzergues specialises in work with political parties, 
assisting their development as a way to stabilise political 
systems. A graduate from the London School of Economics 
and Sciences-Po Paris, he is the author of “La Quadrature 
des Classes: Comment de nouvelles classes sociales 
bouleversent les systèmes de partis en Occident”, which 
will be translated in English in 2019.

Josef Lentsch
Director, NEOS Lab

Josef Lentsch is Director of NEOS Lab, an open laboratory 
for new politics and the political academy of NEOS. In 
2012, he was a founding board member of NEOS. In December 
2018, Springer will publish his book “Political Entrepreneurship: 
How to Build Successful Centrist Political Startups”. The 
former international manager and entrepreneur holds an 
MSc in Psychology from the University of Vienna, and an 
MPA from Harvard University.

Jorge San Miguell
Head of Communications for Parliamentary Group, 
Ciudadanos, Spain

Jorge San Miguell works at Ciudadanos as Head of 
Communications in the Spanish National Parliament since 
2016. Previously he served as Communications Advisor for 
the Economic Office of Ciudadanos and as an analyst and 
board member at Politikon, a web-based organisation 
specialising in Spanish and EU affairs and public policy. 
He has also worked in European public affairs in Brussels, 
and co-authored “La Urna Rota” (The Broken Ballot Box), a 
book on political reform in the Spanish crisis context. He 
has a Bachelor’s degree in History, MA in Political Science 
with postgraduate studies in political communications.

Aleksandra Śniegocka Gożdzik
member of theWarsaw City Council, expert in social affairs, 
Nowoczesna Parliemantary Group

Aleksandra Śniegocka Gożdzik - activist for democracy 
and women’s rights, member of the Warsaw City Council, 
expert in social affairs at the Nowoczesna Parliemantary 
Group.



MANIFESTO AND RESOLUTIONS WORKING GROUP

Thursday 8 November 16:00 – 19:00 - ROOM ROMA-MILAN-VENECIA

During this working group, the amendments tabled to the ALDE manifesto for the 2019 European Parliament Elections and other 
resolutions will be debated. Please ensure your delegation is represented.

ALDE PARTY - FOR VOTING DELEGATES

CHAIR:

CONGRESS PROGRAMME
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Lousewies van der Laan

Lousewies van der Laan is a Digital Transformation and Internet 
Ambassador and advisor on human rights, internet governance 
and European politics.  During her political career, she has 
been a Member of Dutch Parliament, Party leader of D66, 
a Member of the European Parliament and Vice-President 
of ALDE. She was Board Director for the Internet Corporation 
for Assigned Names and Numbers (ICANN), chief of staff of 
the International Criminal Court and currently serves on 
the board of Rabobank Den Haag.

#fightlikealiberal
DONATE FOR THE FIGHT

donate.aldeparty.eu



EWA TRAINING & NETWORKING
 
Thursday 8 November 17:00 – 19:00 - ROOM ESTRASBURGO - Snacks and drinks provided to attendees

In 2018, politics is still a lonely place for women. The share of women in national and European parliaments is still far from equal 
and improvements are often painfully slow. This is why in 2016, the ALDE Party, supported by Friedrich Naumann Foundation and 
European Liberal Forum, launched the European Women’s Academy – a state-of-the-art training programme for female politicians 
aimed at inspiring and enriching them with the knowledge and tools to win their upcoming elections and to become more influential 
in politics. 
This session brings together EWA alumni and prospective participants for inspirational speeches by high-level female politicians, 
as well as an interactive and informal discussion with EWA alumni (West and East) on their stories and best practices and how 
they have implemented the campaign learnings and techniques from the EWA into their campaigns. The session is followed by a 
networking reception.

SPEAKERS:
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EUROPEAN WOMEN’S ACADEMY - FOR EWA ALUMNAE AND PROSPECTIVE CANDIDATES4

STORIES FROM EWA (EAST):

Marijana Puljak
EWA Alumna, Pametno, Croatia

Marijana Puljak graduated from Electrical Engineering, Computer 
Science, at the Faculty of Electrical Engineering, Mechanical 
Engineering and Naval Architecture in Split in 1994. She is currently 
working as a director of the IT production department at Splitsha 
Banka. Marijana got involved in politics in 2010 when she became 
the president of Split’s Žnjan City District. In 2013, she was the 
founder of the civil initiative “For smart people and smart city” 
that joined the local elections, winning 10% of the votes and 4 
seats in the City Council of Split. In June 2015, she founded and 
became president of the Smart Party, which since then has run 
in two parliamentary elections. In the 2017 local elections the 
party won 20% of the votes and Marijana is now vice president 
of City Council in Split. 

Svenja Hahn
EWA Alumna, FDP, Germany

Svenja Hahn, is the President of the European Liberal Youth 
(LYMEC) and passionate to put topics that matter for youth high 
on the political agenda like education and training, digitisation, 
trade or environmental protection. She has her political roots in 
FDP and its youth wings and also serves as member of FDP in the 
state of Hamburg. In her professional career she works as head 
of Public Relations in the international headquarter of a German 
based brand. Svenja is the Spitzenkandidat of the German Young 
Liberals for the 2019 European Parliament elections.

Angelika Mlinar MEP
Member of European Parliament, Vice President, 
ALDE Party, NEOS, Austria

Angelika has been a Member of the European Parliament since 
May 2014 and was first elected as Vice President of ALDE Party 
in November 2014. She is also the President of the NEOS Academy 
‘NEOS LAB’. In the European Parliament, she currently serves as a 
member of the Committee on Industry, Research and Energy, where 
she is working on industry digitalisation, sharing economy and 
energy crisis management.  She also a substitute member of the 
Committee on Civil Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs, and is 
also a member and the ALDE Coordinator in the Committee on 
Women’s Rights and Gender Equality. A human rights lawyer, 
she is actively engaged in topics related to women’s rights and 
asylum rights.

STORIES FROM EWA (WEST):

Rebekka Borsch
EWA Alumna, State Secretary for Research and Higher 
Education, Venstre, Norway

In January 2018, Rebekka Borsch was appointed State Secretary 
for Research and Higher Education in Norway following Venstre’s 
participation in the government. She ran twice for Parliament 
in 2013 and 2017 and graduated from ALDE Party’s European 
Women’s Academy as part of her campaign preparations. Rebekka 
is long-term active member of Norway’s liberal party Venstre 
and member of the national board.

Claire O’Connor
EWA Alumna, Fianna Fail, Ireland

Claire O’Connor attended the European Women’s Academy in 
2017. Claire’s professional background is in education and law. 
Claire worked as a primary school teacher for seven years. She 
completed her Masters Degree in Education and her Ph.D before 
training as a barrister. She practises in the area of Civil Law. She 
was co-opted onto Dublin City Council in 2016 and she will be 
contesting her first election for Fianna Fail in May 2019.

Diana Topčić Rosenberg
EWA Alumna, GLAS, Croatia

Diana Topčić Rosenberg, Vice President of the Civic Liberal Alliance 
(GLAS), Croatia, holds a BSc in Economics from Zagreb University 
and an MPA from Harvard. She has worked with war, poverty or 
disaster affected population in Croatia, Bosnia, Salvador, Georgia, 
Lebanon and South Sudan. In 2009 she set up a successful NGO 
in Croatia, that, within four years, became a centre of regional 
expertise on adoption. Diana served as an independent Junior 
Minister for Social Policy and Youth in the Oreskovic government 
and joined politics in 2017. 

Věra Jourová
European Commissioner for Justice, 
Consumers and Gender Equality

Věra Jourová has been European Commissioner for Justice, Consumers 
and Gender Equality since 2014. She served as Czech Minister of 
Regional Development in 2014, and was a Member of Parliament 
for the Vysočina Region from 2013 to 2014. Between 2006 and 
2013, she was an independent consultant providing advice on 
EU matters.
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ROUNDTABLE - THE SINGLE MARKET AFTER 2019

Thursday 8 November 18:00 – 19:00 - ROOM MUNICH

The Single Market is one of the cornerstones of the European project, based on the four freedoms – goods, capital, services and 
labour. Since its creation 25 years ago, the common market has developed significantly and yielded considerable benefits for Europeans, 
both in terms of prosperity and stability.   
The European Parliament, Commission and Council have taken frequent steps to strengthen and complete the Single Market. With 
the rise of digitalisation, focus has also been directed at improving the common market online through the Digital Single Market 
strategy. 
With an ever-evolving political climate and market environment, this roundtable will consider the next steps for the Single Market for 
the upcoming Parliament and Commission mandates. In the light of Brexit and the next Multiannual Financial Framework, what is to 
be expected for markets and trade? How will the New Deal for Consumers affect businesses and consumers? And how should the EU 
further strengthen the common market and build prosperity for the future?

ALDE PARTY ROUNDTABLE - BY INVITATION ONLY
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SPEAKERS:

Dita Charanzová MEP
Member of European Parliament, ANO, Czech Republic

Dita Charanzová is a Czech Member of the European Parliament 
in the ALDE Group. Ms Charanzová completed a doctorate degree 
from the University of Economics, Prague, and graduated from 
the Diplomatic Academy in Madrid. She is a former diplomat, 
whose postings included the Czech Permanent Representation 
to the EU during the Czech Presidency, and has also worked at 
the Council of Europe. She is currently the Vice Chair and ALDE 
spokesperson of the Internal Market and Consumer Protection 
Committee and a substitute in the International Trade Committee. 
Ms Charanzová was named “MEP of the Year” in the field of Foreign 
Affairs in the 2016 MEP Awards. She was also among the Politico’s 
list of twenty most influential women shaping Brussels politics 
in 2017 as a “Tech Titan”.

MODERATOR:

Timmy Dooley TD
ALDE Party Vice President, Fianna Fáil, Ireland

An elected member of the Irish Parliament since 2007 for the 
constituency of Clare, Timmy Dooley is the Fianna Fail Spokesperson 
Communications, Environment and Natural Resources, and one 
of the four Vice Presidents of Fianna Fail. Since 2015, he has been 
Vice President of the ALDE Party. Educated at Mountshannon 
National School and Scariff Community College, he worked in 
the private sector in the fields of sales, marketing and business 
development for a number of companies before taking up public 
service and a member of the Seanad Eireann from 2002 to 2007.

Morten Helveg Petersen MEP
Member of European Parliament, 
Radikale Venstre, Denmark

Morten Helveg Petersen has served as a member of the European 
Parliament since 2014. He is Vice Chair of the ITRE committee 
and a substitute member in the LIBE committee. Petersen 
served as a member of the Danish Parliament from 1998 to 2009 
acting as Party Spokesman on subjects including finance, 
business, defence and security and IT. He is also president of Energy 
Solutions, a cross party European Parliamentary Network dedicated 
to integrated energy solutions in realizing the Energy Union.

Miro Cerar Deputy Prime Minister
Minister of Foreign Affairs, Modern Centre Party,  Slovenia

Miro Cerar is a Slovenian lawyer and politician, serving as Deputy 
Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs. Prior to this, he 
served as the 10th Prime Minister of Slovenia in 2014-2018. 
With a non-political background and as one who was relatively 
new to politics at the time of his appointment as Prime Minister, 
Cerar leads the centrist Modern Centre Party, formerly named 
eponymously the Party of Miro Cerar.

Mella Frewen
Director General FoodDrinkEurope

Mella Frewen is Director General of FoodDrinkEurope. She has 
a wide experience of relations with International institutions, 
with the Institutions of the European Union and trade associations 
within the food chain, as well as with the agri-food and non-
food, and chemical sectors. She is currently member of the EU 
Commission’s High Level Steering Board for the European 
Innovation Partnership for Agricultural Productivity and 
Sustainability, of its High Level Platform for the Implementation 
of the SDGs and of its Scientific Jury for Competition for Young 
Scientists, amongst others. She is Vice President of the Advisory 
Group for Responsible Business Conduct along Agricultural 
Supply Chains at the OECD and FAO. She has a Master of Science 
degree from the National University of Ireland, and completed 
a post-graduate course at the University of Brussels (ULB). She 
also holds a Harvard certificate on Agribusiness.
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ROUNDTABLE - BREAKFAST BRIEFING ON THE MANIFESTO
Friday 9 November 08:30 – 09:30 - ROOM BONN

Ahead of the elections to the European Parliament in May 2019, the ALDE Party will adopt its electoral manifesto outlining our liberal vision 
for the European Union. 
As liberals, we believe a truly European manifesto is to be based on facts and inclusiveness. This is why the ALDE Party in 2017 launched a 
manifesto process including a series of thematic Expert Forums with representatives from a broad spectrum of society, including business, 
politics, civil society and academia, with the aim being to gather new ideas and to hear the demands and requests from outside ALDE 
member parties and on the public The outcome of these Forums has formed the base for the 2019 manifesto, as well as for the work 
of the ALDE Party Manifesto Committee and of member parties.
At a time where liberal achievements and liberal democracy are being threatened, even within Europe, the upcoming elections are crucial 
for the future of Europe. Liberals need to win back the debate. Ahead of the adoption of the ALDE Party manifesto, this roundtable provides 
an update on process and offers an open discussion on the liberal agenda for Europe for 2019 and beyond.

ALDE PARTY ROUNDTABLE - BY INVITATION ONLY
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SPEAKERS:

Taavi Rõivas MP
Chair of the ALDE Manifesto Drafting Committee

Taavi Rõivas was the Prime Minister of Estonia from 2014 
to 2016. His political career began as an advisor to the 
Minister of Justice Mart Rask from 1999 to 2002. He was 
Mayor of Haabersti district of Tallinn 2004-2005 and 
advisor to the Minister of Population Affairs Paul-Eerik 
Rummo from 2003 to 2004. In 2005, he became an advisor 
to the Prime Minister and Reform Party Leader Andrus Ansip. 
He was elected to the Tallinn City Council in 2005 and to 
the Estonian Parliament in 2007 and again in 2011. In December 
2012, Rõivas became the youngest member of the Estonian 
Government as the Minister of Social Affairs, and later in 
2014, the youngest government leader of the European Union.

Lousewies van der Laan
Digital Transformation and Internet Ambassador, Former 
ALDE Party Vice President 

Lousewies van der Laan is Digital Transformation and Internet 
Ambassador and advisor on human rights, internet governance 
and European politics.  During her political career, she has 
been a Member of Dutch Parliament, Party leader of D66, a 
Member of the European Parliament and Vice-President of 
ALDE. She was Board Director for the Internet Corporation 
for Assigned Names and Numbers (ICANN), chief of staff of 
the International Criminal Court and currently serves on the 
board of Rabobank Den Haag.

Claudia Gamon MP
NEOS, Austria 

Elected Member of the Austrian Parliament in 2015, Claudia 
Gamon is the NEOS Spokesperson for Science and Research, 
Women and Equal Treatment, Europe, Media Policy and 
Network Policy. She has previously been active in student 
politics and worked with communication at the NEOS Party. 
Member of the manifesto drafting Committee.

MODERATOR:

Martina Dlabajova MEP
Member of European Parliament, ANO, Czech Republic

Martina Dlabajová graduated from the University of Padua, 
Italy in political science with specialization in European 
integration. She founded and managed several companies in 
the Czech Republic, Slovakia and Italy. In 2014, she was elected 
member of the European Parliament, where she acts as Vice 
Chair of the Committee on Budgetary Control as well as member 
of the Committee on Employment and Social Affairs. She also 
holds the position of Vice Chair of the SME Intergroup and 
the Intergroup on Cultural and Creative Industries of the 
European Parliament. Since 2018, she has also been a 
board member of the European Forum for Manufacturing. 
In the Czech Republic, she has launched a motivational 
project called PročByNe? that offers to young people under 
25 years the opportunity to fulfil their professional dreams 
through exclusive traineeships. Member of the manifesto 
drafting Committee.
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PREPARING FOR VICTORY – DATA DRIVEN FIELD CAMPAIGNING
Friday 9 November 09:00 – 10:30 - ROOM ESTRASBURGO - Breakfast provided to attendees 

Successful liberal campaigns are data and research-based and message-driven. This session will present ALDE Party’s assistance in 
the area of data-driven campaigning and showcase example projects from the past year, which demonstrate the support package 
that ALDE Party offers to member parties.
The workshop will cover all aspects of a successful data-driven campaign, starting with smart targeting and how it affects strategy, 
training and tactics for an effective canvassing campaign, as well as using technology to monitor campaign effectiveness and enable 
a comprehensive post-election analysis. Successful strategies and techniques for implementing data-driven field campaigning 
techniques using examples from recent election campaigns with ALDE Party support will be discussed.
Technologies used by the ALDE Party Data Team to support member parties will be presented and the Ecanvasser system will be 
introduced that ALDE Party uses to support canvassing campaigns of member parties. Liberalerna from Sweden will offer insights 
how they used targeting strategies and systematic canvassing in the recent Swedish national elections.

ALDE PARTY TRAINING - ALL ARE WELCOME

SPEAKERS:

Ian Marquardt
Campaign Consultant, ALDE Party

Ian Marquardt directed successful campaigns for two 
United States Senators and two Members of the U.S. Congress. 
Since 2004, Ian has been working with international 
non-governmental organisations and as an independent 
political consultant in Europe, Asia, and the Middle East 
providing practical training and research-based strategic 
counsel for presidents, prime ministers, local officials and 
political parties. As ALDE Party Campaign Consultant, Ian 
has assisted ALDE member parties throughout Europe in 
preparing candidates, messages, campaign organisations 
and strategic plans for municipal, national, presidential 
and European elections.

Max Sundermann
Data & Analytics Manager, ALDE Party

Max Sundermann is ALDE Party’s Data & Analytics Manager 
and responsible for all data analysis and visualisation 
projects of the ALDE Party secretariat. As part of ALDE’s 
party assistance programme, he steers analytics projects 
for member parties, advises them on data-driven campaign 
management, and regularly conducts trainings on data-
driven campaigning techniques. In addition, he also manages 
the ALDE party’s provision of campaigning tools.

Carina Wellenius
Field manager, Liberalerna, Sweden

Carina Wallenius was the party’s Field Manager and organised 
the door-to-door campaigning in Stockholm during this 
year’s parliamentary, regional and local elections. She was 
also campaign leader in one of the local Liberalerna associations 
in Stockholm.
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ONLINE COMPETITIVENESS IN THE AGE OF PLATFORMS  

Friday 9 November 2018, 09:30-10:30 - ROOM MUNICH

The rise of online platforms has reshaped our economy as well as how citizens and businesses interact. Online platforms, such as 
search engines, social media, e-commerce and a variety of apps, play a key role as innovators and in opening up new opportunities in 
the digital economy. These have in many ways increased consumer choice, boosted innovation and efficiency.
The online economy has also meant a new environment for regulation and competition. To date, online platforms are generally subject 
to existing EU rules, and the Commission line has been not to impose unnecessary regulatory burden. A number of proposals affecting 
platforms are currently processed in the EU institutions, and many more on the national level. In Member States, digital strategies, 
competition authorities and courts are also shaping the digital economy.
This roundtable will consider the ongoing initiatives and following steps. What is needed to foster competition and innovation, while 
safeguarding customer’s rights and privacy? How do we further confidence and legal predictability in the platform economy while 
avoiding regulatory overburden?
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SPEAKERS:

Andrus Ansip
Vice President, for the Digital 
Single Market, European Commission

Andrus Ansip was appointed Vice President of the European 
Commission with responsibility for the Digital Single Market in 
November 2014. Before moving to Brussels, he served both as 
MP and MEP, and as Estonia’s longest-serving Prime Minister. 
While Prime Minister, he also acted as chairman of Estonia’s liberal 
Reform Party. Ansip first entered national politics in September 2004 
when he became Minister of the Economy. Before this, his career 
was spent in Estonia’s second largest city of Tartu, where he was 
Mayor of Tartu for six years after working in banking and business. 

Dita Charanzová MEP
Member of European Parliament, ANO, Czech Republic
Dita Charanzová holds a doctorate degree from the University of 
Economics, Prague, and graduated from the Diplomatic Academy 
in Madrid. She is a former diplomat, whose postings included 
the Czech Permanent Representation to the EU during the Czech 
Presidency and has also worked at the Council of Europe. She 
is Vice Chair and ALDE spokesperson of the Internal Market and 
Consumer Protection Committee and a substitute in the International 
Trade Committee. Charanzová was named “MEP of the Year” in 
the field of Foreign Affairs in the 2016 MEP Awards and was 
among the Politico’s list of twenty most influential women 
shaping Brussels politics in 2017 as a “Tech Titan”.

David Wheeldon
Group Director of Policy and Public Affairs, Sky

David Wheeldon is Group Director of Policy and Public Affairs at 
Sky. He looks after group public policy, government relations, 
industry engagement and political analysis for all of Sky’s business 
areas across its 7 EU markets. He is also responsible for Sky’s 
sustainability strategy and for its initiatives to inspire customers 
and staff in sports, arts, environment and schools. Prior to joining 
Sky in 2007, David had a similar role at the London Stock Exchange 
Group where he had responsibility for public policy affecting 
listed companies, equities trading and the capital markets, including 
the first Barroso Commission’s Financial Services Action Plan.

Kostas Rossoglou
Head of EU Public Policy, Yelp

Kostas Rossoglou holds the position of Head of EU Public Policy 
for Yelp, Inc. He covers all of Yelp’s public policy issues in the EU. 
Kostas previously worked for the European Consumer Organisation 
(BEUC) as Senior Legal Officer, where he led the digital team 
and worked on digital related issues, including competition, 
Intellectual Property Rights, privacy, consumer protection and 
e-commerce. He has also been a public affairs consultant in 
Brussels and a lawyer in Greece and in Malta. He has a Masters 
Degree in EU law.

Věra Jourová
European Commissioner for Justice, 
Consumers and Gender Equality

Věra Jourová has been European Commissioner for Justice, Consumers 
and Gender Equality since 2014. She served as Minister of Regional 
Development in 2014, and was a Member of Parliament for the 
Vysočina Region from 2013 to 2014. Between 2006 and 2013, 
she was an independent consultant providing advice on EU matters.

Angelika Mlinar MEP
Member of European Parliament, Vice President, 
ALDE Party, Austria 

Dr Angelika Mlinar has been a Member of the European Parliament 
since May 2014 and was first elected as Vice President of ALDE 
Party in November 2014. She is also the President of the NEOS 
Party Academy ‘NEOS LAB’. In the European Parliament, she 
currently serves as a member of the Committee on Industry, 
Research and Energy, where she is currently working on industry 
digitalisation, sharing economy and energy crisis management.  
She also a substitute member of the Committee on Civil Liberties, 
Justice and Home Affairs, and is also a member and the ALDE 
Coordinator in the Committee on Women’s Rights and Gender 
Equality. A human rights lawyer, she is actively engaged in topics 
related to women’s rights and asylum rights.

CHAIR/MODERATOR:

Anne Berner MP
Minister of Transport and Communication, Keskusta, Finland

Anne Berner was appointed as Minister of Transport and 
Communications of Finland in May 2015. She is a first-term MP 
and has worked at Vallila Interior, a family business, since 1986. 
She holds a Master of Science degree in Economics and Business 
Administration. As Minister, Berner has promoted Mobility as a 
Service concept as well as been a key actor in the development 
of world-class ecosystems of intelligent transport systems and 
services and automated driving. She has also enhanced the use 
of data and digitalization to enable new businesses and supported 
the creation of the unique 5G test network in Finland.
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OFFICIAL OPENING CEREMONY OF THE 39TH  ALDE PARTY CONGRESS

Friday 9 November 2018, 10:45-12:45 - ROOM ROMA-MILAN-VENECIA

In this session, you will hear inspiring speeches from ALDE Leaders.

ALDE PARTY - ALL ARE WELCOME

SPEAKERS:

Hans van Baalen MEP
Member of European Parliament, ALDE Party President

Former President of Liberal International between 2009 
and 2014 and currently LI President of Honour. He was 
ALDE Party Vice President from 2014 to 2015 and since 
2015, he has been the ALDE Party President. As a member 
of the Dutch People’s Party for Freedom and Democracy 
(VVD), President van Baalen MEP was a Member of the 
Dutch House of Representatives from 1999 to 2009 and 
has been a Member of the European Parliament from 2009 
to now.

Guy Verhofstadt MEP
Member of European Parliament, Leader of the ALDE Group 
in the European Parliament

Guy Verhofstadt has been Leader of the ALDE Group in 
the European Parliament and a Member of the European 
Parliament since May 2009. He served as Prime Minister 
of Belgium from 1999 to 2008. He is a member of Open 
Vld in Belgium.  

Prime Minister Charles Michel
MR, Belgium

Charles Michel is Prime Minister of Belgium since 2014. 
Prior to this, he served as Minister of Development Cooperation 
and from 2011, as leader of Mouvement Réformateur. He 
has degrees in law from Université Libre de Bruxelles and 
the University of Amsterdam.

Andrus Ansip
Vice President, for the Digital 
Single Market, European Commission

Andrus Ansip was appointed Vice-President of the European 
Commission with responsibility for the Digital Single 
Market in November 2014. Prior to this he served as MP, 
MEP, Prime Minister and as leader of the Estonia’s liberal 
Reform Party.

Margrethe Vestager
European Commissioner for Competition

Margrethe Vestager has been the European Commissioner 
for Competition since November 2014. She was the political 
leader of Radikale Venstre in 2007-2014, and has served 
as Deputy Prime Minister, Minister of the Economic Affairs 
and the Interior and Minister of Education. She also 
worked for the Danish Ministry of Finance from 1993 to 
1995. Commissioner Vestager holds an MSc in Economics 
from the University of Copenhagen.

Albert Rivera MP
Party Leader Ciudadanos, Spain

Albert Rivera MP is a Spanish politician and a lawyer 
with a degree from the ESADE Business and Law School 
in Barcelona. Albert was elected President of Ciudadanos 
during their founding conference in July 2006 and has 
been re-elected again in 2007 and 2011. He is a member 
of the Congress of Deputies and a former member of the 
Parliament of Catalonia

Prime Minister Lars Løkke Rasmussen
Venstre, Denmark

Lars Løkke Rasmussen has served as Prime Minister of 
Denmark since June 2015 and was previously Prime 
Minister from 2009 to 2011. He is the leader of Venstre 
Denmark. Rasmussen has been a member of the Danish 
Parliament since 1994. He also served as County Mayor of 
Frederiksborg County from 1998 to 2001. Subsequently he 
was the Interior and Health Minister from 2001 to 2007 
and then Minister of Finance from 2007 to 2009.

Vera Jourova
European Commissioner for Justice, Consumers and Gender 
Equality

Věra Jourová has been European Commissioner for Justice, 
Consumers and Gender Equality since 2014. She served 
as Minister of Regional Development in 2014, and was a 
Member of Parliament for the Vysočina Region from 2013 
to 2014. Between 2006 and 2013, she was an independent 
consultant providing advice on EU matters.
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PREPARING FOR VICTORY – FRAMING THE DEBATE

Friday 9 November 2018, 13:00-14:45 - ROOM ESTRASBURGO - Lunch provided for attendees

‘Fake news’, ‘post-truth politics’ and demagoguery are new dimensions to politics and many established parties have so far shown 
not to be prepared in dealing with this style of politics. This changed the rules of the game under which political parties have 
competed. This movement of nascent authoritarianism uses another playbook. Notably Donald Trump but also Geert Wilders 
and Nigel Farage don’t argue politically but display predominantly autocratic, egomaniac and narcissist behaviour. They threaten 
to shatter the free media and intimidate anyone challenging them in their sole wisdom but it provides for good television, i.e. 
‘authoritainment’. They have succeeded in what Liberals are yet to fully master; framing the debate and setting the agenda while 
appealing to the hearts rather than only to the minds of people. 
How can Liberals do a better job in setting their own frames, beat the extremists and offer themselves emotionally appealing 
stories? This session will discuss how to build successful liberal narratives and present the behavioural science behind framing.

ALDE PARTY TRAINING

SPEAKERS:

Mark Thiessen
Founder and Managing Director, MEUTE

Mark Thiessen is founder and managing director of the 
campaign consultancy firm MEUTE. Before he created the 
company in 2017, Mark served for several years as campaign 
strategist and online communications director of the 
Dutch liberal party VVD.

Violeta Bulc
European Commissioner for Transport

Violeta Bulc is European Commissioner for Mobility and 
Transport since 2014. Formerly, she was the Deputy Prime 
Minister and Minister Responsible for Development, Strategic 
Projects and Cohesion of Slovenia in the Cabinet of Miro 
Cerar.

Prime Minister Marjan Šarec MP
LMŠ, Slovenia

Marjan Šarec is the leader of LMŠ in Slovenia. He was 
twice elected mayor of Kamnik, and entered the National 
Assembly in general election in 2018. On 17 August 2018, 
he was elected Prime Minister of Slovenia.
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SECURITY AND DEMOCRACY IN THE AGE OF CYBER THREATS, 
DISINFORMATION, AND FAKE NEWS

Friday 9 November, 12:45-14:45 - ROOM LONDRES - Lunch provided for attendees

With the rise of technology and digitalisation, the internet has increasingly become part of our everyday lives, reshaping our social 
activities, services and infrastructure as well as how information is stored and shared. While the digital world provides new 
means of political engagement for ever larger audiences, cyber risks may have real world consequences for our liberal democracies. 
In 2018, such risks are no longer abstract or speculative – several interferences with elections in Europe and beyond, misuse of 
personal data to manipulate public opinion and trolls and bots designed to spread disinformation have made the question of 
securing our democratic processes all the more urgent. 
This debate, lead by political leaders with commentary from a digital expert panel, will consider how to tackle these challenges 
while keeping the online domain free and open and protecting our fundamental rights. How can we ensure new digital opportunities 
strengthen not undermine democracy? What policy approaches are needed to combat the threat of election interference? How 
should we treat disinformation and fake news, while upholding freedom of speech?  

SPEAKERS:

Petras Auštrevičius MEP 
Member of European Parliament, 
Liberal Movement, Lithuania

Petras Auštrevičius has been a member of the European 
Parliament since 2014, where he serves on the Committee 
on Foreign Affairs and as ALDE coordinator in the Subcommittee 
on Human Rights. Previously, Auštrevičius was a member 
of the Lithuanian Parliament for 10 years. He has served 
as Chief Negotiator for Lithuania’s membership to the EU 
and as Lithuania’s Ambassador to Finland. Auštrevičius is 
co-founder and first chairman of the Liberals Movement. 
He holds a diploma in economics from Vilnius State 
University, pursued doctoral studies at the Institute of 
Economics of the Lithuanian Academy of Sciences and 
attended the diplomatic training program at Stanford 
University’s Hoover Institution in the United States.

Andrus Ansip
Vice President, for the Digital 
Single Market, European Commission

Andrus Ansip was appointed Vice President of the European 
Commission with responsibility for the Digital Single Market 
in November 2014. Before moving to Brussels, he served 
both as MP and MEP, and as Estonia’s longest-serving Prime 
Minister. While Prime Minister, he also acted as chairman 
of Estonia’s liberal Reform Party. Ansip first entered national 
politics in September 2004 when he became Minister of 
the Economy. Before this, his career was spent in Estonia’s 
second largest city of Tartu, where he was Mayor of Tartu 
for six years after working in banking and business. 

Morten Løkkegaard MEP 
Member of European Parliament, Venstre, Denmark

Morten Løkkegaard MEP is a Danish Member of the European 
Parliament and Vice President of the ALDE Group. He 
co-authored the ALDE Group’s 2017 Policy Paper on Fake 
News. He is a member of the Committee on the Internal 
Market and Consumer Protection and substitute member 
of the committees on Culture and Education and on Industry, 
Research and Energy. Before pursuing a political career, he 
worked as a journalist and news anchor on Danish national 
television. Moreover, he runs his own communication firm 
alongside his political career.

Sophie in ‘t Veld MEP 
Member of European Parliament, D66, the Netherlands

Sophie in’t Veld is the first Vice President of the ALDE 
Group in the European Parliament. She is an MEP and the 
delegation leader of D66 in the European Parliament. In’t 
Veld serves on the Committee on Civil Liberties, Justice 
and Home Affairs and substitute for the Economic and 
Monetary Affairs and Women’s Rights and Gender Equality 
Committees. She is also Vice President of the LGBTI Intergroup 
in the European Parliament.
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Natalia Basterrechea
Head of Public Policy Spain and Portugal, Facebook

Natalia Basterrechea is responsible for Facebook’s public 
affairs work in Spain and Portugal. Before joining Facebook, 
she worked in different companies, including vLex Network 
S.L.; FON Wireless Ltd as Director of Legal Advice and 
Regulatory Affairs; GSM Association as Director Public 
Policy; and Hutchison3G in the United Kingdom as Head 
of Interconnection and Regulatory Affairs. She started 
her career working as legal counsel for Vodafone Spain in 
Brussels and previously in DG Competition at the European 
Commission. She holds a degree in law from the University 
of Deusto in Spain and an LLM, Master in International Relations 
and European Competition Law from the Amsterdam 
School of International Relations.

Dave Keating 
EU Journalist and Moderator 
Dave Keating is the Brussels Correspondent for France 24, 
France’s international cable news network. He also writes 
articles on EU politics and policy for Forbes, The Times, 
Euractiv and Berlin Policy Journal. He was previously the 
editor of EuropeanVoice.com, a side publication of The 
Economist. Originally from the US, he has a Master’s degree 
in journalism from Northwestern University. 

Jon Steinberg
Public Policy and Government Relations Manager, Google

Jon Steinberg is a Public Policy and Government Relations 
Manager at Google where he leads on Search and elections 
issues across Europe. He previously worked at Portland, a 
UK-based communications and public affairs firm, and as 
Deputy Communications Director for US Senate Democratic 
Leader Harry Reid and on a number of political campaigns 
including John Kerry’s 2004 run for US President and Hillary 
Clinton’s first campaign for US Senate. He graduated with 
Honors from Brown University and received an MSc in 
International Relations from the London School of Economics.

Marc Mossé
Senior Director for EU Government Affairs, Microsoft

Marc Mossé has been Director of Legal and Public Affairs 
for Microsoft France before taking the position of Senior 
Director for EU Government Affairs team. He founded Microsoft 
France’s think-lab online to discuss the impact of the digital 
revolution (rslnmag.fr). He is President-elect of the French 
Association of In-House Lawyers, and a member of the 
Copyright Advisory Board to the French Ministry of Culture. 
As former board member of Tech in France, he is also one 
of the founders of the French Digital Think Tank called Renaissance 
Numérique.

MODERATOR:

Brady Hills
Programme Officer, International Republican Institute

Brady Hills is the Senior Programme Officer and technology 
lead for the International Republican Institute’s Beacon 
Project, which has been shedding light on disinformation 
and other influences hostile to European democracies 
since 2015. With a network of partners from 30 countries 
and local activities the Baltic States, Visegrad 4, and Western 
Balkans, the Beacon Project increases capacity of local 
stakeholders and provides a platform to share best practices 
and build common projects. 
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PLENARY SPEECHES

Friday 9 November, 14:45-15:45 - ROOM ROMA-MILAN-VENECIA

In this session, you will hear inspiring speeches from ALDE Leaders.

ALDE PARTY - ALL ARE WELCOME

SPEAKERS:

Annie Lööf MP
Leader of Centerpartiet, Sweden

Annie Lööf is the leader of the Centre Party since 2011. In the 
general election this autumn, she led her party to the best election 
result it has achieved in 30 years. Lööf has been a Member of the 
Swedish Parliament since 2006, representing her home constituency 
Jönköping County. She has previously served as Minister for 
Enterprise, head of the Ministry of Enterprise, Communications 
and Energy. Since the general election in September 2014, Lööf 
is one of the opposition leaders in the national parliament.

Emma Bonino
Senator, Radicali Italiani, Italy

Emma Bonino is currently serving as Senator for Rome. Prior to 
this she has a long background in politics, including serving as 
European Commissioner responsible for Consumer Policy, Fisheries 
and the European Community Humanitarian Office as well 
as Minister of Foreign Affairs, Minister of International Trade, 
Member of the European Parliament and Member of the Italian 
Senate.

Anne Berner MP
Minister of Transport and Communications, 
Keskusta, Finland

Anne Berner was appointed as Minister of Transport and 
Communications of Finland in May 2015. She is a first-term 
MP and has worked at Vallila Interior, a family business, since 
1986. She holds a Master of Science degree in Economics and 
Business Administration. As Minister, Berner has been a key actor 
in the development of world-class ecosystems of intelligent 
transport systems and services and automated driving, as well 
as enhanced the use of data and digitalization to enable new 
businesses and supported the creation of the unique 5G test 
network in Finland.

Morten Østergaard MP
Leader of Radikale Venstre, Denmark

Morten Østergaard is the political leader of Radikale Venstre, 
Denmark since 2014. An MP since 2005, he has previously served 
as Denmark’s Deputy Prime Minister, Minister of the Economy 
and Interior, Minister for Research, Innovation and Higher Education 
and as Minister for Taxation. Østergaard holds a Master’s degree 
in political science from the University of Aarhus.

Herman Mashaba
Executive Mayor of Johannesburg, South Africa

Mayor Herman Mashaba grew up in a small village on the outskirts 
of Pretoria in Apartheid South Africa. When his studies were 
interrupted by state security forces during the struggle against 
Apartheid, he pursued a career as an entrepreneur, building a 
business empire including cosmetics, construction, real estate, 
retail, energy and financial services fields. In 2015, Mayor Mashaba 
decided to enter politics as the Mayoral Candidate for the City of 
Johannesburg for the Democratic Alliance, South Africa’s largest 
opposition party. In the historic election of 2016, Mashaba was 
elected as the Executive Mayor of a coalition government with a 
mandate for change. 

Katarzyna Lubnauer MP
Leader of Nowoczesna, Poland

Dr. Katarzyna Lubnauer is mathematician and academic teacher. 
She is a member of the Polish Parliament and, since 2017, the 
leader of .Nowoczesna. Prior to joining the Parliament, Katarzyna 
Lubnauer was a lecturer at the University of Łódź and member 
of the city council in Łódź.

Miro Cerar MP Deputy Prime Minister
Minister of Foreign Affairs, Modern Centre Party, Slovenia

Miro Cerar is a Slovenian lawyer and politician, serving as Deputy 
Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs. Prior to this, he 
served as the 10th Prime Minister of Slovenia in 2014-2018. 
With a strong advisory  background in Slovenian parliamentarism, 
he formed a new and winning party and was appointed as 
Prime Minister. Cerar leads the centrist Modern Centre Party, 
and now serves the second term in government.

Juli Minoves
President of Liberal International

Dr Juli Minoves was elected as the 13th president of Liberal 
International in 2014. An academic with a background in 
diplomacy, the LI president has taken Liberal International on 
a journey of ideas that culminated in a liberal manifesto for the 
twenty-first century, adopted in 2017 – the first ever adopted 
outside of Oxford, UK. Dr Minoves served his country in many 
Ambassadorial posts, including to the United Nations, the United 
States of America, United Kingdom, Spain, and the World Trade 
Organisation, and was one of the signatories of the Rome Statutes 
that founded the International Criminal Court. 

Micheál Martin TD
Leader of Fianna Fáil, Ireland

Micheál Martin TD is the leader of Fianna Fáil and has served 
as has served as leader of the opposition in Ireland since March 
2011. A TD since 1989, he has also previously served as Minister 
for Foreign Affairs, Minister for Enterprise, Trade and Employment, 
Minister for Health and Children, Minister for Education and Science 
and as Lord Mayor of Cork.
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EUROPE IN A NEW ECONOMIC WORLD ORDER – 
THE FUTURE OF TRADE, INVESTMENTS AND INNOVATION

Friday 9 November, 15:45-17:15 - ROOM LONDRES - Coffee provided for attendees

The European Union has long been a champion of global trade and innovation. With the global economy and big and emerging 
players in the international order realigning we will discuss what Europe must do to remain competitive globally and continue to 
be the champion for sustainable innovation, trade and growth.
This debate will consider the extraordinary pace of innovation in this field, in everything from life sciences to blockchain and Artificial 
Intelligence – but is Europe keeping up with other economic world powers? How can we engender the conducive regulatory environment 
in which such developments can be harnessed for the good of the EU, its citizens and the global community, and create the necessary 
confidence of businesses into the European market to be the future driver of this development? How should the EU face up to 
the political challenges of the new global trading environment? How can all of this be achieved in a unique European way with 
sustainability and value to consumers at its heart?

ALDE PARTY DEBATE HOSTED BY ELF - ALL ARE WELCOME

SPEAKERS:

Violeta Bulc
European Commissioner for Transport

Violeta Bulc is European Commissioner for Mobility and Transport 
since 2014. Formerly, she was the Deputy Prime Minister and 
Minister Responsible for Development, Strategic Projects and Cohesion 
of Slovenia in the Cabinet of Miro Cerar.

Anne Berner MP
Minister of Transport and Communications, Keskusta, Finland

Anne Berner was appointed as Minister of Transport and 
Communications of Finland in May 2015. She is a first-term MP 
and has worked at Vallila Interior, a family business, since 1986. 
She holds a Master of Science degree in Economics and Business 
Administration. As Minister, Berner has promoted Mobility as a 
Service concept as well as been a key actor in the development 
of world-class ecosystems of intelligent transport systems and 
services and automated driving. She has also enhanced the use 
of data and digitalization to enable new businesses and supported 
the creation of the unique 5G test network in Finland.

Nicola Beer MP
Secretary General, FDP, Germany

Nicola Beer MP is Member of the German Parliament, former 
Minister of State, General Secretary of FDP Germany and member 
of the FDP’s steering committee. She has a background as a lawyer 
and has served as member of the State Parliament of Hesse, as 
State Secretary for European affairs as well as Education Minister 
in the State government of Hesse. Nicola Beer has been nominated 
by the FDP steering committee and the federal board as FDP 
frontrunner for the European Elections 2019. 

MODERATOR:

Dave Keating 
EU Journalist and Moderator

Dave Keating is the Brussels Correspondent for France 24, France’s 
international cable news network. He also writes articles on EU 
politics and policy for Forbes, The Times, Euractiv and Berlin Policy 
Journal. He was previously the editor of EuropeanVoice.com, a 
side publication of The Economist. Originally from the US, he has a 
Master’s degree in journalism from Northwestern University. 

Thomas Spiller
Vice President  Global Public Policy, 
The Walt Disney Company EMEA

Thomas Spiller was named Vice President, Global Public Policy, 
Europe, Middle East & Africa of The Walt Disney Company in 
2011 and serves as head of the Brussels EU office, driving the 
company’s global public policy initiatives throughout the region. 
Previously, Spiller was Vice President, Global Public Policy for 
SAS, the leader in business analytics software and services, and 
before that he worked as Counsel, Transport & Energy, Europe, 
Middle East, Africa at General Electric. Spiller graduated from La 
Sorbonne University in Paris with degrees in Law, Political Science, 
Defense, and International Relations.

WELCOME WORDS:

Dr. Jürgen Martens MP
President of ELF

Dr Jürgen Martens is the President of the European Liberal Forum. 
He is a former State Minister for Justice and European Affairs of 
the German federal state of Saxony and former member of the 
Committee of the Regions. He was elected Member of the German 
Bundestag in 2017.

Volker Koch-Achelpöhler
Head of EU Liaison Office, Bayer

Volker Koch-Achelpöhler is the Head of Bayer’s EU Liaison Office 
in Brussels, representing Bayer’s positions on all political issues 
at the European level. He previously served as the Director General 
of the German Crop Protection and Fertilizer Association in 
Frankfurt and as the Senior Manager for strategic development 
at the European Crop Protection Association in Brussels. Prior to 
that, Volker was engaged in the transformation of Central and 
Eastern European countries towards modern agriculture. Volker 
grew up on a farm in Germany and obtained an ‘Engineer in 
Agricultural Economics’ degree from the University of Bonn.

Karl-Heinz Paqué
Chairman, FNF

Karl-Heinz Paqué is Professor of International Economics at the Otto 
von Guericke University Magdeburg. After serving as Vice Chairman 
in 2014-2018, he was elected Chairman of the Executive Board of 
the Friedrich Naumann Foundation for Freedom (FNF) in 2018. 
In 2002-2006, he was Minister of Finance of the German state of 
Saxony-Anhalt. He is a member of the federal executive board of 
FDP Germany and editor-in-chief of the journal Perspektiven der 
Wirtschaftspolitik. His main focus of academic and political interest 
is on economic growth, structural change and institutional reform. 
He holds an honorary doctorate of the University of Miskolc.
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BEYOND NINE TO FIVE - FREEDOM, FLEXIBILITY AND THE FUTURE 
OF WORK

Friday 9 November, 17:30-19:00 - ROOM MUNICH - Coffee provided for attendees

Work is not what it used to be. Labour markets are being reshaped by an increased demand for independent work as well as the rise of the 
collaborative economy. To a larger extent than before, workers value freedom and dynamic work experience, and change jobs more frequently 
throughout their career. The surge in flexible, short-term and independent employment options challenges the traditional concept of employer
-employee relationships, job security as well as policies often linked to employment, such as welfare policies. Some see this as reason for concern 
over parallel labour markets with parallel sets of rights. Others see increased flexibility and freedom to open new pathways to personal fulfilment, 
entrepreneurialism and more diverse careers that are needed to adapt to a changing economy.
This debate will consider the opportunities and challenges of these trends. What policies are needed to update our labour markets and to 
capture the potential of increased freedom and flexibility in modern working life while making sure no one is left behind? What role has the private 
sector, employers and work platforms in this development? And what are the best practices to take note of when adapting to this change?

ALDE PARTY FRINGE MEETING HOSTED BY FNF - ALL ARE WELCOME

SPEAKERS:

Annie Lööf MP
Leader, Centerpartiet, Sweden

Annie Lööf is a lawyer and a Swedish centre-right politician. She 
has been the leader of the Centre Party since 2011. In the general 
election this autumn, she led her party to the best election result 
it has achieved in 30 years. Lööf has been a Member of the 
Swedish Parliament since 2006, representing her home constituency 
Jönköping County. She has previously served as Minister for 
Enterprise, head of the Ministry of Enterprise, Communications 
and Energy. Together with the Prime Minister and the leaders of 
the other two parties in government, she was a member of the 
government’s inner cabinet between 2011-2014. Since the general 
election in September 2014, Lööf has been one of the opposition 
leaders in the national parliament

Martina Dlabajová MEP
Member of European Parliament, ANO, Czech Republic 

Martina Dlabajová graduated from the University of Padua, Italy 
in political science with specialisation in European integration. She 
founded and managed several companies in the Czech Republic, 
Slovakia and Italy. In 2014, she was elected member of the European 
Parliament, where she acts as Vice Chair of the Committee on 
Budgetary Control as well as member of the Committee on Employment 
and Social Affairs. She also holds the position of Vice Chair of 
the SME Intergroup and the Intergroup on Cultural and Creative 
Industries of the European Parliament. Since 2018, she is also a 
board member of the European Forum for Manufacturing. In the 
Czech Republic, she has launched a motivational project called 
PročByNe? that offers to young people under 25 years the opportunity 
to fulfil their professional dreams through exclusive traineeships.

Laurin Sepoetro
Senior Associate EU Public Policy, Uber

Laurin Sepoetro is Senior Associate, EU Public Policy and leads 
on Uber’s Future of Work thinking at EU level. Before joining 
Uber, he worked as a policy adviser in the European Parliament 
and as an adviser in the Office of the Secretary-General of the 
European Bank for Reconstruction and Development (EBRD). 
Laurin holds an MSc degree in Public Policy and Human Development 
from Maastricht University.

Nathalie Vandaele
Partner Human Capital, Deloitte Europe

Nathalie Vandaele is Partner within the Human Capital department 
of Deloitte, where she has built a wide experience leading the 
Organisation Transformation and Talent Management Service 
line. Her areas of expertise include organisation transformations, 
strategic assistance to and coaching of senior and middle management 
teams, developing new organisational structures and processes, 
workload assessment and rebalancing, workforce planning, HR 
transformations, knowledge management, change management 
and communication management. To prepare for a future where 
work organisation and talent management will be further disrupted, 
Nathalie is focusing on how to identify and adopt the new rules 
that are needed to be successful in these new times.

WELCOME WORDS:

Karl-Heinz Paqué
Chairman, FNF

Karl-Heinz Paqué is Professor of International Economics at the 
Otto von Guericke University Magdeburg. After serving as Vice 
Chairman in 2014-2018, he was elected Chairman of the Executive 
Board of the Friedrich Naumann Foundation for Freedom (FNF) 
in 2018. In 2002-2006, he was Minister of Finance of the German 
state of Saxony-Anhalt. He is a member of the federal executive 
board of FDP Germany and editor-in-chief of the journal Perspektiven 
der Wirtschaftspolitik. His main focus of academic and political 
interest is on economic growth, structural change and institutional 
reform. He holds an honorary doctorate of the University of 
Miskolc.

David Saenz
Chief Operating Officer, Stuart

David Saenz is Chief Operating Officer at Stuart where he drives 
growth of the business across Europe. Prior to Stuart, David was 
co-founder and CEO of Uncover, a mobile platform for restaurant 
reservations and payments, which was acquired by Velocity in 2015. 
David holds both an MBA from London Business School and a law 
degree from Northwestern University. He held advisor positions at 
Techstars, Microsoft Ventures and London Business School and he 
was a partner in a law firm in New York and Silicon Valley specialised 
in labour law among others things. David is originally from Los 
Angeles, California and now lives in London.



MODERATOR:

Luis Garicano 
ALDE Party Vice President, Ciudadanos, Spain

Luis Garicano is a Full Professor of Economics and Strategy at 
the Departments of Economics and of Management at the London 
School of Economics. He is responsible for Economics and 
Knowledge at Ciudadanos, as well as of the formulation of its 
Economic and Social program. He holds bachelor’s degrees in 
economics and in law from the University of Valladolid, Master’s 
degrees in European Economic Studies from the College of Europe 
and a Master in Economics and PhD from the University of Chicago. 
An author of numerous scholarly articles, his research focuses 
on understanding the knowledge economy and on the impact 
of information and communication technology and globalisation 
on firm performance, on wage inequality, and on economic 
growth. He has also undertaken research on the impact of labour 
market regulations on employment, on the financial crisis and 
on productivity. 
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PREPARING FOR VICTORY – CAMPAIGN FUNDAMENTALS, HOW TO 
WIN YOUR EP CAMPAIGN 

Friday 9 November, 17:30-19:00 - ROOM ESTRASBURGO

Liberal candidates are winning in Europe because we’re running better campaigns. As you prepare your own campaign for the 
European Parliament, get an introduction to the best practices and lessons learned that help you maximize your resources, build 
your organisation, communicate with voters and get more votes. 
The ALDE Party Training for Election Candidates session is reserved for candidates and their campaign team members. If you’re 
already a candidate, or if you still need to win your party’s nomination for European Parliament, join us to learn how to create a data-
driven campaign strategy. We’ll talk about vote goals and the importance of targeting your voters with unique and compelling 
messages. We’ll give you ideas on how to build a campaign organisation that wins your election and helps your party. 
Successful candidates and campaign professionals will share with you their advice, expertise and ideas on how you can win your 
election. We’ve got a lot of work to do before May 2019. Let’s get started in Madrid!

ALDE PARTY TRAINING - FOR EP ELECTION CANDIDATES ONLY

SPEAKERS:

Philipp Hansen
Head of Political Unit, ALDE Party

Philipp Hansen currently serves as head of ALDE Party’s Political 
Unit. In this role he manages the party’s assistance programs on 
party organisational development and campaign strategy for 
the 60 member parties. Previously, he worked several years in 
the Jordan office of the Friedrich Naumann Foundation affiliated 
to the German liberal party FDP. He was in charge of different 
projects in the area of democracy assistance and development 
cooperation in Iraq, Jordan, Syria and Lebanon.

Ian Marquardt
Campaign Consultant, ALDE Party

Ian Marquardt directed successful campaigns for two United 
States Senators and two Members of the U.S. Congress. Since 
2004, Ian has been working with international non-governmental 
organisations and as an independent political consultant in Europe, 
Asia, and the Middle East providing practical training and research-based 
strategic counsel for presidents, prime ministers, local officials 
and political parties. As ALDE Party Campaign Consultant, Ian 
has assisted ALDE member parties throughout Europe in preparing 
candidates, messages, campaign organisations and strategic 
plans for municipal, national, presidential and European elections.

Rebekka Borsch
State Secretary for Research and Higher Education, 
Venstre, Norway

In January 2018 Rebekka was appointed State Secretary for 
Research and Higher Education in Norway following Venstre’s 
participation in the government. She ran twice for Parliament 
in 2013 and 2017 and graduated from ALDE Party’s European 
Women’s Academy as part of her campaign preparations. Having 
grown up in Germany, Rebekka is long-term active member 
of Norway’s liberal party Venstre and member of the national 
board.

Jan Huitema MEP
Member of European Parliament, VVD, the Netherlands

Jan Huitema has been member of the European Parliament for 
the Dutch liberal party VVD since 2014 and serves in the Committee 
for Agriculture. With an academic background in animal sciences 
and production systems, he is an active partner in the family 
owned and operated dairy farms.
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SMART FUTURE OF GLOBAL CITIES

Friday 9 November, 18:00-20:00 - ROOM LONDRES - Snacks & drinks provided for attendees

16

In an ever more complex world where many local and regional governments face shrinking budgets and increasing demands on 
infrastructure, environmental preservation and shifting demographics and skills available, making use of new technology and 
smart solutions may not only be helpful, but imperative. This roundtable looks at how technology and data analytics can make 
cities more efficient, sustainable and inclusive, and at best practices available in the fields of economic development and inclusive 
growth, urban mobility and city services. We will also be asking how Cities can work together in an interconnected way to truly 
harness the benefits of these developments for their citizens.

ALDE PARTY DEBATE - HOSTED BY ALDE-COR - ALL ARE WELCOME

SPEAKERS (POLITICAL PANEL):

Bart Somers
Mayor of Mechelen, President ALDE-CoR, 
Open-VLD, Belgium

Bart Somers has been Mayor of Mechelen, Belgium since 2001, 
and was re-elected smashing historic records for his city, winning 
48% of the vote, a never-before-seen absolute majority! He 
was also Minister President of Flanders from 2003 to 2004, 
and Chairman of the Flemish Liberals and Democrats (Open 
VLD) from 2004 to 2009. In 2016 he was elected as President of 
the ALDE Group in the European Committee of the Regions. On 
13 February 2017 Bart received the “World Mayor Prize 2016” 
awarded by the London think tank City Mayors Foundation in 
recognition for making his city of Mechelen a role model for 
long-term integration. His successful policies continue to receive 
international praise and extensive media coverage.

Herman Mashaba
Executive Mayor of Johannesburg, South Africa

Mayor Herman Mashaba grew up in a small village on the outskirts 
of Pretoria in Apartheid South Africa. When his studies were 
interrupted by state security forces during the struggle against 
Apartheid, Mayor Mashaba chose to pursue a career as an entrepreneur, 
building a business empire including cosmetics, construction, 
real estate, retail, energy and financial services fields. His success 
earned him an Honorary Doctorate in Business Administration 
from the Central University of Technology in 2013. In 2015, 
Mayor Mashaba decided to enter politics as the Mayoral Candidate 
for the City of Johannesburg for the Democratic Alliance, South 
Africa’s largest opposition party. In the historic election of 2016, 
Mashaba was elected as the Executive Mayor of a coalition 
government with a mandate for change. The Mayor has since 
stepped-back from corporate life in order to focus fulltime on 
leading the City government.

Marko Torm
Mayor of Rakvere, Reform Party, Estonia

Marko Torm is a former internal controller, West-Viru County 
Governor as well as Vice Mayor and Chairman of the City Council 
of Rakvere – where he today serves as Mayor. 

Javier Albares
Head of Innovation and Digital Transformation, GSMA Europe

Javier Albares is a telecom strategist, digital transformation and 
business development executive that works as Head of Innovation 
for the GSMA in Europe, the association that represents the interests 
of mobile network operators worldwide. Javier has more than 
20 years of experience in the telecom, media and internet space. 
Based in Brussels and London, he travels extensively and meets 
with policy makers and C-level executives of telecom operators 
and digital ecosystem companies to identify future opportunities 
for ecosystem collaboration at the edge of innovation: 5G, 
Artificial Intelligence, IoT, blockchain, and more. Javier holds 
an Advanced Management Program from INSEAD France, an 
Innovation Program from IMD Switzerland, an MBA from IESE 
Business School-Barcelona and a double bachelor’s degree in 
Economics and Business Administration from ICADE-Comillas 
Pontifical University.

CASE STUDY: REPRESENTATIVE FROM  A 
                            TRULY  ‘SMART CITY’

SPEAKERS  (EXPERT PANEL):

Paloma Real
Country Manager, Mastercard, Spain

Paloma Real is Country Manager of Mastercard Spain since November 
2017. Previously, she led the business and innovation development 
area of Mastercard Iberia. Real leads the development and 
implementation of Mastercard’s strategy in Spain, as well as the 
promotion of its growth with focus on innovation, digitalization 
of the market of means of payment towards a cashless society, 
alliances with new players in the payment ecosystem and the 
implementation of new solutions that make daily transactions 
an easy, fast and safe experience. Paloma is telecommunications 
engineer and graduated at the Polytechnic University of Madrid.

HOST:

Begoña Villacís
Madrid Mayoral Candidate, Ciudadanos, Spain 

Begoña Villacís, Ciudadanos party Spokesperson in City Hall Madrid, 
and National Delegate for Municipal Policy of Ciudadanos party. 
(Madrid, 1977) She graduated in law from the University of San 
Pablo - CEU in 2002. Later she completed a Master of Tax Consultant 
and Tax Law at Comillas Pontifical University, as well as an Advanced 
University Course in Mediation. Recently, she graduated from 
the Public Leadership Program in Entrepreneurship and Innovation 
at Deusto Business School – Deusto University. She worked in 
Human Resources Department in The Bank of Tokyo-Mitsubishi 
and later worked as a labour lawyer at J&A Sánchez Martín Law 
Firm. From 2003 to 2015, she was the Manager for Tax Law, Labour 
and Trade at Legalitas Law Firm. Her party membership is motivated 
by her identification with the values she sought to find in politics, 
a frank pragmatism and the certainty to propose a real project 
for the whole of Spain, and not only for party voters. In February 
2015, she was proclaimed Ciudadanos candidate for the Madrid 
mayoral elections. Currently she is the Spokesperson of the Ciudadanos 
Municipal Opposition Group in the Madrid City Hall.

Anne Berner MP
Minister of Transport and Communication, Keskusta Finland

Anne Berner was appointed as Minister of Transport and Communications 
of Finland in May 2015. She is a first-term MP and has worked at 
Vallila Interior, a family business, since 1986. She holds a Master 
of Science degree in Economics and Business Administration. 
As Minister, Berner has promoted Mobility as a Service concept 
as well as been a key actor in the development of world-class 
ecosystems of intelligent transport systems and services and 
automated driving. She has also enhanced the use of data and 
digitalization to enable new businesses and supported the creation 
of the unique 5G test network in Finland.
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NO MONEY NO CAMPAIGN: HOW FUNDRAISING IS ESSENTIAL FOR 
CANDIDATES AND HOW TO GET STARTED
Saturday 10 November, 09:00-10:30, ROOM ESTRASBURGO - Breakfast will be provided for all attendees

Join us for a lively discussion on how to ensure fundraising success as a candidate in your next election campaign.
Focusing on fundraising theory, technical tools and culture change, this training will primarily be targeted at candidates, however 
more general advice at a party level on how to support candidates in their fundraising endeavors will also be given throughout.
After an introduction from Emily Death and  Laura Owen from the ALDE Party who will also present some lessons learnt from the 
combined fundraising and campaigning training and networking session in California earlier this year, we will hear from Christina 
Topp from the Liberal Party of Canada who will present a “then versus now” of fundraising in the Party with many inspirational 
ideas to get you started! Finally, Sue Evans from the Liberal Democrats will present the lessons behind successful fundraising campaigns 
– and how the candidate should be at the centre of all fundraising efforts.
We will also hear interventions from the audience including Leonardo Monaco from Radicali Italiani in Italy, and Katrina Saage, former 
fundraiser at Reform Party Estonia, who will present their most successful fundraising campaigns. Behind these interventions is 
a story of culture change, thus they seek to inspire and inform the audience of the ability and necessity to just start fundraising – 
from whatever point you may currently be at within your campaign.

ALDE PARTY TRAINING - ALL ARE WELCOME

SPEAKERS:

Laura Owen
Fundraising and Engagement Officer, ALDE Party

Laura Owen is Fundraising and Engagement Officer for the ALDE 
Party. Having joined the ALDE Party Secretariat in February 2016, 
she manages and creates content for all fundraising streams for 
the ALDE Party as well as managing recruitment and retention of 
individual members of the Party. Prior to joining the ALDE Party 
she was Head of Sustainability at Policy Connect, a cross-party 
think tank based in London.

Christina Topp  
Senior Director, Fundraising Liberal Party, Canada

Christina is an experienced fundraising professional with twenty
-years experience raising funds, creating campaigns and building 
sustainable bases of support for causes that matter both locally 
and globally.  Since 2013 Christina has served as Senior Director, 
Fundraising at the Liberal Party of Canada where she is responsible 
for building the broad base of support required for successful 
election campaigns. Before that she served as Vice-President, 
Marketing and Communications at WWF-Canada, led the annual 
giving program at a hospital foundation, and worked for Plan 
Canada. Christina graduated from the University of Guelph with 
an Honours Bachelors of Arts in International Development and 
completed her MBA at the Schulich School of Business.

17
CANDIDATES DEBATE
Saturday 10 November, 08:15-09:00 - ROOM ROMA-MILAN-VENECIA

During this session, you will have the opportunity to hear from and ask questions to the candidates running in the ALDE Party 
Bureau Elections.

ALDE PARTY - ALL ARE WELCOME

MODERATOR:

Svenja Hahn
EWA Alumna, FDP, Germany

Svenja Hahn, is the President of the European Liberal Youth (LYMEC) and passionate to put 
topics that matter for youth high on the political agenda like education and training, digitisation, 
trade or environmental protection. She has her political roots in FDP and its youth wings and 
also serves as member of FDP in the state of Hamburg. In her professional career she works as 
head of Public Relations in the international headquarter of a German based brand. Svenja is 
the Spitzenkandidat of the German Young Liberals for the 2019 European Parliament elections.

Sue Evans
Regions and Seats Fundraising Development Manager, 
Liberal Democrats, UK

Sue has worked for nearly 3 decades in leadership and fundraising 
for charities and voluntary organisations in the UK. Now with 
the Liberal Democrats, Sue works with MPs, Members of the 
Scottish Parliament, Lib Dem Councillors and candidates across 
the country to grow their capacity and confidence to raise local 
funds. Each MP must raise about £100,000 in an election year; 
at the 2015 General Election the top tier seats alone raised about 
£3,500,000 locally through the final months of the campaign. 

Emily Death
Head of the Events & Fundraising Unit, ALDE Party

Emily Death is currently Head of Events & Fundraising Unit at 
the ALDE Party. She joined the ALDE Party Secretariat in 2013 as 
Events Officer, becoming Events & Business Relations Manager 
in 2015. She will be known to most of you from previous ALDE 
Party events and hopefully to ever-more of you through the 
ALDE Party’s new programme of Fundraising Party Assistance.
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NO PLANET B – SETTING THE AGENDA FOR 
SUSTAINABLE GROWTH
Saturday 10 November - 09:00-10:30 - ROOM BRISTOL - Breakfast provided for attendees

Resource depletion, increasing global temperatures and oceans brimming with plastic waste – these global challenges, more 
urgent than ever, serve as constant reminders of the need to solve our world’s sustainability problem.
Greening the economy and creating market incentives for more sustainable growth and waste reduction are crucial for turning 
these challenges into opportunities. On the European level, the EU has set the framework through policies such as emission 
targets, the Emission Trading System, the Circular Economy Package and the newly adopted Plastics Strategy. Yet, the changes 
needed require broad efforts at all levels of society, and time is short. This debate will consider the urgent need for action, and 
how different sectors can work together to achieve a sustainable future – how can liberals lead the way in setting the sustainability 
agenda, and what are the key steps for the next EU legislative cycle? How do we incentivise the investments and new business 
models needed? And how can the private sector be involved, and what is the business case for taking the lead in sustainability?

ALDE PARTY FRINGE MEETING HOSTED BY ELF - ALL ARE WELCOME

SPEAKERS:

Fredrick Federley MEP
Member of European Parliament, ALDE Party Vice President, 
Centerpartiet, Sweden

Fredrick Federley MEP is a Member of the ALDE Group in 
the European Parliament where he is ALDE Coordinator for 
the Committee on Industry, Research and Energy. He is a 
subsitute member of the Committee on the Environment, 
Public Health and Food Safety as well as the Committee 
on Agriculture and Rural Development. He is a member 
of Centerpartiet in Sweden and served as Member of the 
Swedish Parliament between 2006 and 2014. He is deputy 
Vice President of Centerpartiet.

Gesine Meißner MEP
Member of European Parliament, FDP, Germany

Gesine Meißner MEP has been a Member of the European 
Parliament since 2009. She is President of the Intergroup 
Seas, Rivers, Islands & Coastal areas and has recently been 
appointed Special Envoy of the European Parliament on 
Maritime Policy. She is currently Vice Coordinator of the 
ALDE Group in the Committee on Transport and Tourism as 
well as a substitute member of the Committee on Environment, 
Public Health and Food Safety and of the Committee on 
Industry, Research and Energy. She is also Vice President of 
the Liberal Women in Germany after being President from 
2014 to 2017. 

Timmy Dooley TD
ALDE Party Vice President, Fianna Fáil, Ireland

An elected member of the Irish Parliament since 2007 for 
the constituency of Clare, Timmy Dooley is the Fianna Fail 
Spokesperson Communications, Environment and Natural 
Resources, and one of the four Vice Presidents of Fianna 
Fail. Since 2015, he has been Vice President of the ALDE 
Party. Educated at Mountshannon National School and 
Scariff Community College, he worked in the private sector 
in the fields of sales, marketing and business development 
for a number of companies before taking up public service 
and a member of the Seanad Eireann from 2002 to 2007.

MODERATOR:

Hanna Stenegren
Fores, Sweden

Hanna Stenegren was the assisting director of the Swedish 
think tank Fores’ Climate and Environmental Programme 
in 2017. She is the editor and one of the authors in the 
newly released ELF publication “Emissions Trading - Fighting 
climate change with the market”. Between 2011 and 2017 
she worked as a political advisor for the Swedish Centre 
Party in the European Parliament and is now a policy advisor 
on EU Affairs in the Swedish Parliament. She holds a degree 
in political science from Stockholm University.

Ola Elvestuen MP
Minister of Environment, Venstre, Norway 

Elvestuen was appointed Minister of Climate and Environment 
in January 2018 after having served as Member of Parliament 
and leader of the Energy and the Environment Committee 
since 2013. Prior to this, he served as Chair of the Standing 
Committee on Urban Development from 2003 - 2011 and 
later as Vice Mayor for Environment and Transport from 
2011-2013 at Oslo City Council- Elvestuen is the deputy 
leader of Norways’s Liberal Party, Venstre.

WELCOME WORDS:

Martina Dlabajová MEP
Member of European Parliament, ELF Board Member, ANO, 
Czech Republic

Martina Dlabajová MEP graduated from the University of Padua, 
Italy in political science with specialization in European integration. 
She founded and managed several companies in the Czech Republic, 
Slovakia and Italy. In 2014, she was elected member of the European 
Parliament, where she acts as Vice Chair of the Committee on 
Budgetary Control as well as member of the Committee on Employment 
and Social Affairs. She also holds the position of Vice Chair of 
the SME Intergroup and the Intergroup on Cultural and Creative 
Industries of the European Parliament. She has served as a 
member of the board of the European Liberal Forum since 2016.
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VOTING ON MANIFESTO AND RESOLUTIONS
Saturday 10 November, 11:00-13:00, ROOM ROMA-MILAN-VENECIA

During this session the ALDE Manifesto for the European Parliament Elections 2019 and other resolutions will be voted on and 
adopted. Please ensure your delegation is represented.

ALDE PARTY

CHAIR:

Lousewies van der Laan

Lousewies van der Laan is a Digital Transformation and Internet 
Ambassador and advisor on human rights, internet governance 
and European politics.  During her political career, she has 
been a Member of Dutch Parliament, Party leader of D66, 
a Member of the European Parliament and Vice-President 
of ALDE. She was Board Director for the Internet Corporation 
for Assigned Names and Numbers (ICANN), chief of staff of 
the International Criminal Court and currently serves on 
the board of Rabobank Den Haag.

CHECK OUT 
THE ALDE PARTY 
WEBSHOP
www.aldeparty.eu
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In case fewer than three fail to reach the quorum, 
a second round of elections will be held on 
Saturday 10 November  at 12:00 - 13:00 and 
announced across all Congress channels by 
11:45 at the latest.

The Returning Officers will ensure anonymity 
of the votes by supervising the process and 
ensuring that the data is not retained following 
the vote.

Please consult the list below for information on 
which sessions require voting pads, where 
they are taking place and at what times:

VOTING SESSIONS

Thursday 8 November 
Manifesto + Resolution Working Group 
16:00 – 19:00 Room Roma-Milan-Venecia
 
Saturday 10 November
Voting on Manifesto + Resolutions
11:00 – 13:00 Room Roma-Milan-Venecia

Delegates are requested to arrive at least 
15 minutes prior to voting sessions to 
ensure they have enough time to pick up 
their voting pads which will be distributed 
at the doors to Roma-Milan-Venecia. 
Voting pads will then be collected on the 
doors directly after voting sessions have 
ended.

VOTING PROCEDURES
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WHO CAN VOTE?

Only delegates of full member parties and 
Individual Members can vote on manifesto 
resolutions and in elections for the ALDE Party 
Bureau. 

Delegates of full member parties will only 
receive their voting rights if their party has 
paid the ALDE Party annual membership 
contribution before the start of the Congress. 
Delegates of affiliate parties as well as guests 
do not have voting rights.

As per ALDE Party statutes, the list of voting 
delegates closed on Thursday 1 November 
at 12:00 CET. After this date, changes can 
only be accepted in exceptional circumstances 
(sickness, flight cancellation, unforeseen political 
situation) by the ALDE Party Secretary General. 
To make those changes, International Officers 
have to visit the Congress Registration Desk 
at Marriott, Madrid.

USE OF ELECTRONIC VOTING

As introduced at the ALDE Party Council 
meeting in Pula in May 2013, electronic voting 
will be used for votes on the draft resolutions.

For voting on resolutions also during the Working 
Group, electronic voting pads (or vote by 
show of hand, as decided by the Chair) will be 
used. Results will be announced immediately. 

For the elections of Bureau members however, 
a vote in-person system will be used. This 
will follow the same system as used at the 
Congress in Amsterdam last year whereby 
voting delegates will be required to go to an 
electronic polling booth, these their right to 
vote will be checked, before they proceed to 
cost their ballot on an interactive screen. The 
booths will be open on Friday 9 November at 
13:00 - 18:30 and Saturday 10 November at 
08:30 - 11:30. They will be located in the Oxford 
Room at the Marriott Hotel, permitting delegates 
to go whenever is convenient for them. The 
booths will be located within the main Congress 
venue and will therefore be easily accessible, 
technicians and ALDE Party staff will be onhand 
throughout the voting session to help with 
this process. 

ELECTIONS

At this year’s Congress, the positions of three 
Vice Presidents and the Treasurer are up for 
election. The deadline for nominations as per 
ALDE Party’s internal regulations was three 
weeks prior to the Congress, on Thursday 18 
October 2018.

TREASURER ELECTIONS 
“The Treasurer is elected separately, by a majority 
of more than 50% of the votes cast. If there 
are more than two candidates, and no one 
obtains more than 50% of the votes cast, a 
second round takes place between the two 
candidates who obtained the most votes.”

VICE PRESIDENTS ELECTIONS

As stipulated in the ALDE Party Statutes, adopted 
by the ALDE Party Congress in Warsaw on 1-3 
December 2016 (art. 21, b):

“The Vice Presidents are elected on a single 
ballot paper. Delegates can choose as many 
candidates as they wish up to the maximum  
with the most votes are elected in the order of 
the amount of votes.”

“Only candidates reaching the quorum defined 
as follows are elected: 1/the positions available, 
i.e. that for 2 positions the quorum will 1/2 = 
50% of the ballots cast (and not of total votes), 
for 3 positions 1/3=33,33% of the ballots 
cast, for 4 positions 1/4 =25% of the ballots 
cast, etc.”

“In case of only 1 vacant position for a round of 
election, the principle of simple majority shall 
be used, as is the case with the positions of 
President and Treasurer.”

“Candidates failing to obtain the quorum in 
the first round can run in the second round 
where there will be no quorum. Those obtaining 
the highest number of votes are elected until 
all vacant mandates are filled. If two or more 
candidates obtain the same number of votes 
for the last vacant mandate, an extra round 
will be arranged between those candidates to 
determine who will fill the mandate.”

PROCEDURES AND ELEC TIONS 
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BUREAU ELECTIONS - THE CANDIDATES

PROCEDURES AND ELEC TIONS 

Dear delegates!

I was very pleased and honoured when I was elected to the Bureau of ALDE two years ago. I hope that 
I have lived up to your expectations. I hope that you will reelect me for another term.

I am happy to be endorsed by the two Danish ALDE member parties Venstre and Radikale Venstre. 

I have worked with Liberal politics since I was a teenager. I always try to develop liberal responses to 
political issues – be it welfare policy, integration of immigrants, international economic issues, security 
policy or education.

I believe that I have gathered valuable experience during my first term as Vice-President. I have met 
with a large number of ALDE member parties besides participating in the activities of the Bureau.

In the new Bureau my priorities would be:
Building a political platform and campaign which will give ALDE a leading role in future European 
politics
Strengthening relations within ALDE between member parties, be it within or outside the EU
Maintaining awareness of the most important issues to European citizens: Economic prosperity, migration, 
sustainability, security issues and  human rights

Background:
Engaged in European politics since joining the Young Liberals before the Danish Referendum on 
membership of the European Economic Community in 1972 
On the National Board of Venstre for more than a decade
First Chairman of The Danish Institute for Parties and Democracy (DIPD)
On the Governing Board of EU Agencies on Education and Working Environment and representative on 
several OECD committees
Newly-elected local councillor

Henrik Bach Mortensen
Venstre, Denmark
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My name is Dita Charanzová and I have been a Member of the European Parliament since 2014. One of 
the main focuses of my work has been on digital issues and consumer protection as Vice Chair of the 
Committee on the Internal Market and Consumer Protection. With my background in diplomacy, I have 
always been very passionate about foreign affairs, and have continued this work in the Parliament both 
within the Committee on International Trade and working closely on human rights and democracy, in 
particular with Latin America.  
 
Europe has recently gone through challenging times and it will soon lose one of its Member States. 
We cannot continue business as usual in Europe anymore. It is time to reflect and act upon the lessons 
learned. We, as liberals, need to be active and key players in debates on how to go forward with the 
European project to bring it closer to citizens, hear their concerns and deliver on the commitments we 
make. Only if we do this, will citizens join us. 
 
With the European elections on the close horizon, we as liberals especially need to stand strong and 
together with the EU citizens to drive the Union through reforms. 
 
If elected as Vice President of the ALDE Party, I would be honoured to work with this Party, to spread the 
liberal message and help make ALDE a more visible and active force in Europe.

Dita Charanzová
ANO, Czech Republic
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Dear friends,

Welcome to ALDE Party Congress in Madrid. It has been two years since you elected me ALDE Party 
Treasurer. Two years of commitment, friendship, work and great time serving as your Treasurer. Time 
really flies.

My primary objective has been to promote transparency, accountability, and to enhance 
checks-and-balances in our finances and wider decision-making processes since the ALDE Party has 
grown in recent years.

I would love to carry on!

These are exciting times for Liberals. We have a new family member from Slovenia, LMŠ with a new 
PM Marjan Šarec in the liberal family. I am proud that three Prime Ministers in a row from my country 
of origin are liberals, and that they have formed a coalition government with a clear and united voice 
against populism. I hope my fellow Slovenian liberals will carry on together and that we shall gather 
our forces for the European elections.

I am eager to proactively participate in these exciting times for European liberalism. We need to 
work hard and fight in the European election campaign and if we do I am sure we will come out even 
stronger.

I am thankful to SMC Party President and great friend Miro Cerar for his endorsement. Dear liberal 
friends, I hope I can also count on your support.

I look forward to working with you for another two years. United we stand.

Sincerely yours,

Gašper Koprivšek

Gašper Koprivšek
SMC, Slovenia
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Dear members of ALDE Party,

We confront growing national populist threats externally and internally. But we have learned that 
our democracies, and the European Union, are more resilient than we feared. Everywhere in Eastern 
and Western Europe, majorities in favor of the European Union and the Euro have never been larger. 

Now, it is the moment of the counterattack. We must win the battle of ideas against the nationalist 
and populist that threaten everything we hold dear: our peace, our democracy, and our prosperity. 
To do so, we need to prove to European citizens everywhere that the liberal value of free markets, free 
people and free ideas are more important, and more useful for their welfare, than ever. 

We also must persuade our fellow citizens that many of the challenges that we confront need a European 
response: the increasingly hot conflict between the US and China; the artificial intelligence race, 
where five American companies (Facebook, Amazon, Google, Apple, Microsoft), two Chinese ones 
(Tencent and Ali Baba) and a Korean one (Samsung) lead, without any credible European competition 
in sight; the climate change challenge, all require a European response. 

We must fight and win this battle in the coming European elections. This requires that we build broad 
coalitions with all those who are in sync with our ideas. From ALDE party, I have been working hard 
on reaching out to potential partners during 2018 in Italy, Portugal, France, Hungary, Slovakia, Latvia, 
Bosnia, Poland. The ideas of European liberals and democrats are more important than ever. 

Luis Garicano is in charge of Social and Economic policy at Ciudadanos. He has been a Full Professor 
of Economics and Strategy at the University of Chicago, the London School of Economics, and IE 
Business School.

Luis Garicano
Ciudadanos, Spain



For the latest Congress tweets 
and photos, follow and post using:

Find us on social media

ALDE PARTY: NOW ON WHATSAPP!
 
Add +32 474 077 844 in your contacts 
and send us your name and country via
WhatsApp to get updates on the Congress 
but also short regular messages on our 
activities!

@aldeparty

Find us on social media

/aldeparty

@aldeparty

/company/aldeparty

/aldeparty

/aldeparty

+32 474 077 844

/aldepartySearch for  ‘ALDE Party’

#ALDEcongress

Download the Congress App for 
updated programme, speakers list ...

Network: ALDEPARTY
Password: madrid2018
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