
 

Resolution: 

The European 

Citizens’ Initiative – 

a new Opportunity 

to Empower the 

Citizens 

 

Year and Congress: 

October 2010, 

Helsinki 

 

Category: 

European 

democracy – 

Institutional 

development of the 

EU 

 

Page: 

1 

 The European Citizens’ Initiative – a new Opportunity to Empower 

the Citizens  

The European Liberal Democrat and Reform Party, convening in Helsinki, 

Finland, on 13-15 October 2010:  

Whereas:  

- The Lisbon Treaty that came into force on 1 December 2009 introduced 

the European Citizens’ Initiative (ECI) as a new mechanism of public 

participation, allowing citizens to request new EU legislation on matters 

where they consider that a legal act of the Union is required for the 

purpose of implementing the treaties; on receipt of one million signatures 

from at least one third of the total number of member states, the 

European Commission should submit an appropriate proposal, that is 

within the framework of its powers;  

- The European Commission carried out a public consultation on the basis 

of a green paper that concluded on 31 March 2010 with the adoption of a 

proposal for a Regulation on the Citizens’ Initiative;  

- The European Parliament and Council have to stipulate in the 

forthcoming months the conditions and the procedures of the Citizens’ 

Initiative.  

Noting that:  

- On 20 July 2010 the Belgian presidency of the EU Council expressed its 

desire to reach an inter-institutional agreement on the regulation and 

implementation of the Initiative before the end of the rotating presidency;  

- On 31 March 2010 Andrew Duff MEP, the ALDE Group’s coordinator on 

Constitutional Affairs, welcomed the European Commission’s proposal on 

regulation and implementation of the Citizens’ Initiative and urged the 

European institutions to reach a rapid agreement with the aim of enforcing 

it before the end of 2010;  

- On 15 July 2010 Diana Wallis MEP, on behalf of the ALDE Group, 

presented a working paper to the Petitions Committee of the Parliament 

unveiling the position of our parliamentary group on the regulation of this 

initiative;  

- On 28 March 2010 the European Liberal Youth issued a statement 

supporting the Initiative and outlining their position. 

Stressing that:  
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- The European Union lacks participatory instruments to narrow the 

existing gap between EU institutions and legislative procedures and its 

citizens;  

New forms of participatory democracy for the citizens of the European 

Union to exercise their right to decide and propose are vital for 

strengthening and safeguarding representative democracy;  

- It is essential to avoid implementing a new procedure that appears to EU 

citizens as bureaucratic, non useful, inaccessible and non user-friendly, 

as this would undoubtedly lead to even more frustration and disaffection.  

Therefore:  

Urges the European Parliament and EU Council to reach an agreement 

as soon as possible so that the regulation of the ECI can come into force 

before the end of 2010 as proposed by the Belgian presidency of the EU 

Council;  

Proposes scrapping the admissibility check proposed by the European 

Commission to be carried out after the gathering of the initial signatures, 

and replacing it with a registration mechanism that would allow the 

exclusion of those initiatives that fall outside the competences of the EU 

or do not comply with the Charter on Human Rights.  

Calls for:  

The qualification required to support the Initiative to be extended to all 

citizens residing in an EU member state who are at least 16 years old.  

 


