
 

Resolution: 

Theme resolution: 

Putting citizens first 

 

Year and Congress: 

1995, Congress 

Stockholm, Sweden 

 

Category: 

European 

democracy – 

Institutional 

development of the 

EU 

 

Page: 

1 

Putting Citizens First 

The Congress of the ELDR Party, meeting in Stockholm under the 

chairmanship of Mr. Uffe Ellemann-Jensen, President of the European 

Liberal, Democrat and Reform Party (ELDR), adopted the following 

resolution:  

The ELDR Party,  

In preparing its initial position on the 1996 Inter-Governmental 

Conference;  

- recognises that at the end of the Cold War, Europe and the European 

Union entered into a new phase of our common history. For a peaceful 

democratic, prosperous and stable future for Europe, we must continue 

the integration process of the European Union;  

- believes in a society, where individual expression is allowed to flourish 

under the rule of law and solidarity is a basic social principle. Further 

integration offers additional advantages to all participants which cannot be 

achieved in any other way. We need to strengthen our internal and 

external security, to successfully manage our position in the global 

dynamic development of economic and technological competition, and to 

strive for a synergy between the economy and the environment, within the 

EU, in order to achieve a sustainable development at global level. The 

ELDR asks for a comprehensive, democratic reform of the Union's 

institutions as well as decision-making mechanisms to strengthen its 

capability for joint action, especially in the fields of Common Foreign and 

Security Policy, as well as Internal Justice and Home Affairs;  

On Our Concept of Europe  

- demands that all Member States agree on common political aims to 

allow for future integration, however we acknowledge that it will not 

always be possible for all Member States to implement common policies 

simultaneously;  

- is opposed to Member States permanently opting out of a given policy 

area; The opt-outs presently held should be abandoned;  

- demands that majority voting increasingly replace unanimity for 

decision-taking at both Community and inter-governmental level; 

proposes that unanimity for decision-taking in the Council be retained for 

some sensitive areas such as: enlargement, own resources, revision of 

the Treaty and certain areas of the CFSP. Institutional reform must lead to 

a better co-ordination of competences between the Union and the 

member states as well  
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as more effective and transparent decision-making, especially in CFSP 

and Justice and Home Affairs. Some areas of the CFSP and Justice and 

Home Affairs policies should be gradually brought under the Community 

framework;  

- demands a clear division of competences between the European and 

the national level;  

- demands a Charter of fundamental rights for citizens of the Union; the 

development of an appropriate policy framework, based on a specific 

Article in the Treaty, to combat racism and xenophobia;  

- calls for our cultural diversity and linguistic pluralism to be respected and 

retained;  

- demands that the concept of statutory equality of member states in the 

European Union be maintained;  

- demands that the convergence criteria for EMU be strictly applied and 

the commitment to economic and monetary integration be reinforced;  

- demands that economic and social cohesion among member states be 

strengthened;  

- demands that environmental sustain ability be integrated into the actions 

of the Union and supported by reformed decision-making procedures;  

- demands that joint measures and actions under the CFSP and JHA 

pillar, and the European Development Fund, should be financed by the 

EC budget;  

On Institutional Reform and Enlargement  

- restates our strong commitment to further enlargement of the European 

Union in order to strengthen peace and stability in Europe. Accession 

negotiations should start six months after the successful conclusion of the 

IGC, with those associated countries which are committed to meeting the 

necessary political and economic requirements for membership;  

- supports efforts to find adequate solutions for those countries which 

have common borders with the EU and are adversely affected by the 

Schengen agreement;  

- demands the creation of an ever closer union among the peoples of 

Europe, in which decision-making is as close as possible to the citizen, 

through the pooling of sovereignty. while respecting the national identities 

of Member States; a decision-making structure where the Council of 

Ministers and the European Parliament decide, on an equal footing, all 

legislative matters under the European Union's competence;  
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- demands that member states be entitled to nominate one Commissioner; 

demands that the European Commission be  

reorganized, along portfolio lines and have its members accountable to 

the European Parliament; demands that the President of the European 

Commission be approved by the European Parliament;  

- supports the extension of the present simple majority voting system; 

supports the development and extension of the qualified majority voting 

system;  

- proposes to reduce the number of legislative procedures to three: co-

decision in all matters of Community legislation and the Community 

budget procedure; assent to Council decisions on amendments to the 

Treaty, international agreements and own resources; consultation on the 

Common Foreign and Security policy;  

- believes that the Council presidency should be performed, on a rotating 

basis, by a group of countries, acting together as a team, dividing the 

work among themselves, but maintaining the principle of the Presidency 

by each member state;  

- is firmly of the view that where the Council acts in its legislative capacity, 

the decision-making process should be open to the public;  

- demands that the involvement of national parliaments be strengthened 

through greater contact between national political parties and European 

political parties and their parliamentary groups;  

- demands national parliaments to be given the right to institute an appeal 

for annulment (pursuant to Article 173, paragraph 2 of the Treaty);  

- is convinced that Article 138a of the EU -Treaty be developed to provide 

the means of expression for citizens at European level through European 

political parties;  

- a uniform electoral system for elections to the European Parliament, 

based on proportionality, must be implemented. Article 138 of the Treaty 

of Rome should be complemented by a timetable;  

On a Common Foreign and Security policy  

- calls for the European Union to take over more responsibility for the 

peace and security of Europe within the Euro-Atlantic partnership; 

demands that the European Union develop a foreign and security political 

identity providing for joint action;  

- demands that political decisions for common action in CFSP be taken on 

the basis of qualified majority voting, although the participation of all 
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member states, in common actions, should not be compulsory. However, 

member states not participating in such  

activities should not prevent action by others; questions concerning vital 

security interests of the member states, in particular participation in peace 

enforcing missions, should require a consensus, including the option of 

constructive abstention; calls for the establishment of a common analysis 

and policy preparation unit;  

- demands that the WEU be gradually integrated into the EU to lay a solid 

foundation for the eventual introduction of a common defence policy 

which leads in time to common defence. A protocol needs to be added to 

the new Treaties on the way to integrate, in 1998, the WEU in the second 

pillar of the European Union. During the transitional period, the relations 

between the WEU and the European Union need to be strengthened;  

- calls for the Commission to fully exercises its right of initiative to provide 

an effective CFSP, with parallel development of parliamentary 

accountability;  

On a Justice and Home Affairs Policy  

- calls for the communitarisation of national asylum and immigration 

policies, and also refugee policies, while respecting basic humanitarian 

principles in accordance with the Geneva Convention on refugees;  

- demands that decisions on crossing the external borders of member 

states, the exercise of control thereon, and drug trafficking must be 

brought within the competence of the Community;  

- deplores the fact that co-operation on justice and home affairs is of a 

purely intergovernmental nature; demands that the substance of the 

Schengen Agreements be incorporated into the Justice and Home Affairs 

pillar of which areas would, subsequently, be brought under Community 

legislation while respecting the principle of subsidiarity. in the operation of 

controls, and the choice of member states as to whether or not to operate 

national identity card systems;  

 


