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 Resolution on the Results of the Maastricht Summit  

(final adopted text)  

Today, the ELDR Council, meeting under the presidency of Willy DE 

CLERCQ and comprising representatives from the 16 ELDR member 

parties, gave its appraisal of the European Council meeting in Maastricht 

and adopted the following resolution:  

A) Convinced that to achieve the objectives of asserting a coherent 

political identity, economic and social cohesion, ensuring a healthy 

environment and promoting cultural values, whilst protecting the rights 

and interests, including the minority interests of its citizens the European 

Union must be of a federal type;  

B) Convinced further, that in a truly free society the citizens rights and 

interests are best protected by parliamentary scrutiny of legislators and 

ministers brought to regular electoral account, so that recourse to legal 

bodies and ombudsmen to enforce a Bill of Rights takes place only when 

those processes fail and do not become a regular substitute;  

C) Concerned that the loss of national parliaments’ power in European 

legislation over the last decades has not been matched by a 

commensurate rise in the democratic powers of the European Parliament 

but has lead to an excessive concentration of powers in the hands of the 

European Council;  

1) Welcomes the Maastricht treaties which mark a new step in the 

process that will gradually lead to a Union of a federal type; at the same 

time deploring the tendency of the European Council and the Council of 

Ministers to give preference to intergovernmental cooperation, so causing 

European citizens to lose confidence in the democratic process;  

2) Welcomes also that the completion of the Economic and Monetary 

Union, which will complement the Single Market, is now irreversible; 

welcomes therefore, the agreement to a timetable with the prospect of a 

stable, single European currency, the ECU, at the latest by 1999;  

3) Welcomes that for the first time, defence policy and defence is included 

in the scope of activities of the European Union; regrets the complex 

structure of decision-making in the field of Foreign and Security policy and 

in particular that progress towards majority voting is insufficient;  

4) Underlines that the single market must be complemented by social 

legislation taking into account the principles of subsidiarity;  

5) Underlines also that economic progress must not jeopardize efforts to 

achieve a safer environment; 
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6) Welcomes that the European Council has recognized political parties at 

European level as an important factor for integration within the Union. 

They contribute to the forming of a European awareness and to 

expressing the political will of the citizens of the Union.  

7) Demands that home affairs of Community dimension, which vitally 

affect the liberties of citizens, be brought under Community legislation and 

control;  

8) Rejects any attempt to strengthen intergovernmental cooperation, 

which bypasses parliamentary control at European and national level;  

9) Condemns the precedent set by the creation of a two-tier Community;  

10) Alarmed by the general lack of progress in establishing co-decision 

making and extending it to all areas of Community legislation, which 

would properly have given the European Parliament a more prominent 

legislative role;  

11) Concerned that the complex and time-consuming structure of the 

decision-making process will substantially reduce efficiency in the 

European Union and, furthermore, will be incomprehensible to most 

citizens I thereby undermining their respect and interest in the political 

process;  

12) Calls on Liberals, Democrats and Reformers throughout the European 

Union to make best use of the treaty revision, foreseen before 1994. The 

revision should include:  

- a redistribution of seats in the European Parliament by a method of 

degressive proportionality,  

- the introduction of a uniform, proportionate electoral system,  

- an assent procedure for the European Parliament for future revisions of 

the Treaty and  

- a timetable for the complete democratization of the European Union;  

13) Calls, furthermore, on the LDR Group in the European Parliament, 

together with their colleagues in the national parliaments, to elaborate a 

draft constitution for a European Union of a federal type before the next 

European elections.  

14) Demands finally that the Council, the Commission and the European 

Parliament convene a conference in 1996 to implement the vision of the 

founders of the European Community and develop the Treaty into a 

comprehensive constitution for an enlarged and more coherent European 

Union. 


