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The European Community after the Birmingham Summit 

 

The Federation of European Liberal, Democrat and Reform Parties 

(ELDR)  

1. welcomes the political signal coming from the Birmingham European 

Council that there will be neither a two-tier Europe, nor a renegotiation of 

the Maastricht treaty and that the expressed concerns of the citizens will 

be taken into account;  

2. insists that the process of ratification of the Maastricht Treaty as it 

stands must continue and be accompanied by a campaign to clarify and 

explain the principle of subsidiarity;  

3. convinced that the grave damage to the ERM is a result of the 

difficulties some Member states have in achieving the economic and 

monetary convergence foreseen in the programme for EMU and their 

reluctance to apply the rules of the EMS.  

4. considers the establishment of the EMU, according to the principles 

and timetable of the Maastricht Treaty to be essential;  

5. calls for the early re-entry of the Pound Sterling and the Lira into the 

ERM; also calls for the urgent adoption of a coherent package of 

budgetary and economic policy measures in all Member States, so as to 

create the conditions for sustainable growth, high employment, low 

inflation and balanced budgets;  

6. demands that the princi.ple of co-decision making by the European 

Parliament and the Council of Ministers be extended to all Community 

legislation; at the same time national Parliaments should be more closely 

involved in the Community's activities; however, additional national 

procedures should not endanger the Community's legislative processes;  

7. calls for the elimination of the democratic deficit, notably by ensuring 

open Council meetings when acting in a legislative capacity, and the 

adoption and implementation of a uniform electoral procedure based on 

the principle of proportionality before the 1994 elections;  

8. demands that the principle of subsidiarity be agreed as the coordinated 

sharing of powers between the EC, national, regional and local authorities; 

"subsidiarity" should not be used as a pretext neither to drain the 

Community of its vitality, nor to impair its efficiency, nor to alter the 

balance of power between the Council and the Commission;  
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9. reminds the Member states that the European Union must be a 

citizens' Europe; and to this end, calls for a solemn declaration by the 

Member states to establish a convention, with the participation of the 

European Parliament and the national parliaments, to produce a 

constitution for the European Union in 1996; this constitution must ensure 

that rights and responsibilities of the citizen are central and paramount 

and that the decision making processes are transparent, democratic, fair 

and effective;  

10. considers that when the Maastricht ratification process has been 

concluded, and provided that the Community has taken the necessary 

decisions concerning the future financial regime, the Commission may 

start negotiations for entry with applicant countries; underlines, however, 

that entry can only be successfully achieved if the democratic decision-

making processes of the EC have been substantially strengthened;  

11. insists on the need to complete the Uruguay Round, which would do 

much for prosperity throughout Europe, as soon as possible; therefore, 

deplores the failure of the European Council to make progress towards 

the successful conclusion of this GATT negotiation.  

 


