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European Institutions 

The European Liberals and Democrats  

- recalling that they stated in their 1984 election manifesto that  

"We want the present Community to develop into a free European Union 

of equally respected states and peoples within which national, regional 

and local powers of decision-making are placed in the context of the new 

European dimension and thereby given added significance. The task of 

the Union will be to complete the Community process of integration and 

unification, on the twin foundations of liberal democracy and human and 

civil rights. Furthermore, it must assume its role in ensuring European 

security and in the world at large, it must stand for the principles on which 

it itself is founded peace, freedom, equal rights, individual responsibility 

and social justice".  

- Noting that in its 30 years of existence, the European Community has 

contributed substantially to the solution of European economic, regional 

and social problems, but that it does no longer respond to the needs of 

today: guarantee the security of Europe, the competitiveness of its 

economy as well as growth and employment.  

- Convinced that the European Community has now a unique chance for 

a vigorous step forward towards a true European Union. The difficulties of 

the past, accession of Spain and Portugal, the British share in Community 

finances and the overall financial difficulties, have been successfully 

resolved.  

A. Liberals and Democrats therefore call for instant institutional reforms 

as well as for a new approach to political and economical integration.  

B. Call upon the Member States at the planned Milan European Council in 

June 1985 to accept the proposals of the Dooge Committee, and convene 

in the second part of 1985 an intergovernmental Conference, to which the 

European Parliament should be closely associated, and which on the 

basis of a clear mandate, should negotiate a draft Treaty of European 

Union, inspired by the spirit and the method of the draft Treaty adopted by 

the European Parliament.  

C. Hope that all the 10 Member states of the European Community, as 

well as Spain and Portugal, will participate in the Conference but stress 

that the refusal of one or more amongst them to take part, should not 

prevent its convening, or the adoption of a new Treaty.  
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D. Underline that the mandate for the intergovernmental Conference 

should be based on the following principles :  

1. The European Parliament must be fully representative through 

elections by a common system of proportional representation.  

2. The European Parliament must be in a position to exercise full 

legislative and budgetary powers jointly with the Council of Ministers, and, 

at the same time, to maintain its function as controller of the Executive.  

3. The financial responsibility of the Parliament towards the citizens of 

Europe should be underlined by increasing its powers, particularly in the 

area of taxation and other sources of Community funds. The spending 

powers of the European Parliament should also be extended and 

guarantee 

4. The powers of the Parliament should not be increased at the expense 

of the Commission, especially at a time when the need for a true 

Executive, armed with the necessary power and authority for the 

execution of its duties is greater than ever. Regulatory powers vested in 

the Council should be transferred to the Commission.  

5. The Council of Ministers should take majority decisions on all questions 

within the competence of the Community. The need for unanimity will be 

confined to those decisions concerning extensions of the Community's 

powers.  

E. Liberals and Democrats call for a new approach towards polical. 

Economic and social integration, in order to restore our competitiveness 

and credibility, in particular through:  

1. The extension of political cooperation towards a common foreign and 

security policy and its gradual integration into the Community structure.  

2. A full convergence of economic policies; completion of the European 

monetary system and the completion of a real internal market. In 

particular, we demand activities in the following sectors :  

a) abolition of formalities and border controls between the Member States 

of the European Communities  

b) Elimination of all trade barriers between Member States resulting from 

different technical standards and different indirect national taxation levels.  

c) Free access to public procurement for all Community firms.  

d) Reinforcement of Community R&D efforts with a view to establish a 

true science and technology community.  
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e) Development of a common industrial policy, which covers the 

restructuring of industries in difficulties, the introduction of newer 

technologies and the development of new industries whilst fully 

recognising the needs of less-advantaged regions.  

f) The creation of a European energy policy and the holding of meetings 

with a view to taking a common stand on all problems of supply in the 

field of energy and raw material.  

g) Development of true common external commercial policy.  

3. To this end sufficient financial resources should be accorded to the 

Community.  

F. Pending the necessary reforms, the Community Institutions should 

correctly apply the existing rules, particularly the decision-making rules, 

as laid down in the Treaties of Rome.  

 

 


