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The Electoral Procedure for Direct Elections to the European 

Parliament 

This Congress resolves that a uniform electoral procedure shall be in 

force by 1984. The principles of the procedure in which uniformity shall be 

required are as follows:  

i. Within each member state the distribution of the seats between those 

contesting the elections within that member state shall be as nearly in 

proportion to their shares of the total vote in that member state as the 

number of seats allocated to that member state allows.  

ii. If member states install constituencies, smaller than the nation as a 

whole, a correction on the basis of proportionality shall take place at 

national level. Exceptions may be permitted with the consent of the 

Council of Ministers and the European Parliament where there are special 

geographical, linguistic or ethnic circumstances.  

iii. Within each constituency each elector shall have the right to express 

his choice, in such a way that a vote, either for a list as a whole or for 

individual candidates of the same list, is possible.  

iv. Every citizen of a member state who has attained the age of 18, who 

fulfills the agreed uniform residency requirements and is not within the 

agreed category of those disqualified from voting, shall have the option of 

voting either in his place of residence for the candidates there or in the 

member state of which he is a citizen. Postal voting, proxy voting or voting 

at a consulate shall be allowed. No-one may vote more than once in an 

election.  

v. Every citizen of a member state who has attained the age of 18, who 

fulfills the agreed uniform residency requirements, who is not within the 

agreed uniform category of those disqualified from presenting themselves 

as a candidate, and complies with the agreed uniform nomination and 

acceptance conditions, shall be entitled .to present himself as a candidate 

anywhere within the Community.  

In 1979 exceptional provisions were made for Northern Ireland (three 

MEP's), the Federal Republic of Germany (West Berlin) (three MEP's) 

and Greenland (one MEP). Where such provisions are appropriate, the 

uniform procedure shall allow them to remain in force.  

vi. Candidacy shall not be subject to any financial preconditions.  

vii. The date of the election shall be fixed by the Council of Ministers and 

the European Parliament.  
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viii. The counting of votes may not begin until after polling in every 

member state has closed.  

ix. There shall be no artificial threshold or minimum of votes required in 

order to be represented in the European Parliament (other than the 

natural limit constituted by the number of seats per member state).  

x. There shall be no mandatory voting.  

 


