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The European Liberal Democrat and Reform Party, convening in 

Helsinki, Finland, on 13-15 October 2010: 

Whereas: 

- In August 2010, the EU-Moroccan fisheries agreement, allowing 

EU vessels to fish off occupied Western Sahara, was up for 

renewal; 

 

- Western Sahara is a colonial, Non-Self-Governing Territory and 

Moroccan sovereignty claims over it are unfounded; 

 

- The natural resources of Western Sahara should be governed 

according to international law, by respecting the Saharawi 

people’s right over its natural resources, taking into account the 

people’s wishes and interests; 

 

- In its opinion of July 2009, the Legal Service of the European 

Parliament concluded that the conditions for respecting 

international law have not been met; 

 

- According to the Lisbon treaty the assent of the European 

Parliament is required for the adoption of international fisheries 

agreements; 

 

- Both the Saharawi representative, formally recognised by the UN, 

the Polisario Front, and all major Saharawi civil society 

organisations have made clear statements against the present 

agreement and any new version that includes Western Sahara; 

 

- In May 2010, Morocco furthermore refused the European 

Parliament permission to visit the territory in order to investigate 

the implications of cooperation; 

 

- The United States of America and EFTA, in compliance with 

international law, clearly exclude Western Sahara in agreements 

with Morocco. 

Calls upon: 

- All ELDR Member parties to actively and jointly work to prevent 

any extension of the EU-Moroccan fisheries agreement as long as 

Western Sahara is not clearly excluded from its application; 
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- All EU member states to reject any extension of the EU-Moroccan 

fisheries agreement as long as Western Sahara is not clearly 

excluded from its application; 

 

- The European Parliament to reject any extension of the EU-

Moroccan fisheries agreement as long as Western Sahara is not 

clearly excluded from its application. 


