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The Situation in Turkey 

The Congress of the ELDR Party: 

A. Considering the decision of the European Parliament to give its assent 

to the Customs Union between the EU and Turkey in December 1995; 

B. Considering the resolution of the European Parliament on human rights 

in Turkey of 13 December 1995 in which the European Parliament asked 

the Turkish government for progress in the domains of the Kurdish 

question, the review of the imprisonment of the Kurdish MP's, the general 

human rights situation in Turkey, the Turkish attitude towards the Cyprus 

problem and the application of the international convention on torture by 

Turkey; 

C. Considering the Turkish government has promised progress in these 

domains prior to the assent of the European Parliament to the Customs 

Union; 

D. Considering recent events in Turkey such as the over-reaction to the 

"flag-incident" during the HADEP Congress, which led to a great number 

of HADEP party leaders being imprisoned; 

E. Considering the lack of cooperation in seeking a peaceful solution of 

the Cyprus problem by the Turkish government; 

F. Considering the Commission of the EU will, in October, present its first 

annual report on developments on democracy and human rights in Turkey; 

1. Strongly condemns the Turkish government for its oppressive policy 

towards the Kurdish people and its continued severe violations of human 

rights in Turkey; 

2. Cans on the new Turkish government to honour the promises of the 

previous governments; 

3. Calls on the Turkish government to seek a peaceful solution to the 

Kurdish problem; 

4. Calls on the Turkish government to accept the prolongation of the no-

fly zone in Northern Iraq, which is due to end this month; 

5. Calls on the institutions of the European Union to use all their 

instruments, including through freezing the EU-budget line benefitting 

Turkey, to put pressure on the Turkish government to protect human 

rights and promote democracy in Turkey; 
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6, Charges its President to send this resolution to the member parties of 

the ELDR, the European Commission, the European Parliament and the 

Council of the EU. 


