
Sectarian violence in Iraq

The Alliance of Liberals and Democrats for Europe Party convening for
its Council meeting in Pula, Croatia on 10 May 2013.

Draws attention to and expresses concern
- About increasing sectarian violence in Iraq and worsening relations
between the Kurdistan regional government and the central government
in Baghdad.

Expresses concern
- That these developments threaten to undermine the positive
developments made since 2007;

- About the unequal division of power-sharing in Iraq led by the security
apparatus and driven by centralisation of power by the Prime Minister,
including reduced independence of many state institutions in favour of
the Cabinet;

- About on-going terrorist attacks and other forms violence directed
against the diminishing Assyro-Chaldean Christian population in Iraq
and stresses the importance of protecting minorities in the EU’s
strategies for the MENA region.

Notes that
- Developments in Iraq need to be understood also in a regional context,
which includes the civil war in Syria and the on-going struggle for
regional dominance between Sunni and Shiite regimes and groups;

- Local elections campaign in April 2013 saw at least 14 Sunni
candidates assassinated.

Recognises
- The marginalisation of Sunni Arab groups by the central government
and the continuous presence of Al-Qaeda forces in Iraq.

Reminds
- That the Iraqi constitution, ratified in 2005, envisioned a parliamentary
system that would include numerous political parties and transform the
country into a decentralised state in which Baghdad and the provinces
shared governing powers.

Calls on
- The Iraqi government to engage in an inclusive and constructive
dialogue to address the sectarian grievances and resolve political
differences within the framework of the Constitution, in order to allow all
communities equal access to the political process and power-sharing;

- The Iraqi political leadership and authorities to implement article 140 in
the constitution relating to the normalisation of areas heavily affected by
the Arabisation policies of ethnic cleansing and other forms of
demographic change by the former Baath regime;

- The Iraqi government to reconsider its anti-terror and de-Baathification
laws and political marginalisation by the central government, which has
a potential to empower extremist elements within the society;
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- All parties in Iraq to refrain from the use of violence; - The EU to focus
attention on the increasing sectarian violence in Iraq and to build on the
framework created by the EU-Iraq Partnership and Cooperation
Agreement (PCA)

1EU-Iraq PCA:
http://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/docs/2012/november/tradoc_150084.pdf


