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Civil War in Syria 

The Alliance of Liberals and Democrats for Europe (ALDE) Party convening 
in Dublin, Ireland on 8-11 November 2012 

Noting that 
 

• the Arab spring has started a process that is transforming the region 
and creating a more complex geo-political framework for the EU to 
deal with. 
 

Notes 

• that the conflict in Syria has deepened and the humanitarian crisis 
has worsened over the past months; 

• the failure of the UN mission to secure a sustainable peace in the 
area; 

• the destabilising effect of the conflict on the Middle Eastern Region 
and the difficulties it presents to the security of surrounding countries; 

• the plight of ordinary citizens and refugees caught up in the conflict; 

• the mixed response of the international community to the war and the 
lack of coordinated action by EU member states in confronting the 
crisis; 

• the potential for the conflict to be exploited as a proxy war by other 
powers in the region. 

Criticises  

• the failure of the Assad regime to recognise its unsustainable position 
and the complete breakdown of its legitimacy. 

Calls on 

• EU member states to engage in a coordinated, cohesive response to 
the crisis that encompasses strong humanitarian support; 

• the EU to encourage a peaceful transition towards a sustainable 
democracy and compliance with human rights; 

• the EU to support opposition movements committed to democratic 
ideals and human rights; 

• China and Russia to stop preventing UN Security Council resolutions 
condemning the violence; 
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• Saudi Arabia and Qatar to stop supporting and financing Sunni 
extremist groups.  


