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European external action service - EU foreign policy 

    

The European Liberal Democrat and Reform Party convening in 

Palermo, Italy on 23-25 November 2011 

- Having regard to the Lisbon Treaty and the establishment of the 

European External Action Service (EEAS), which provides the EU 

with essential institutional tools and is integral in ensuring the 

coherence and efficiency of the EU foreign policy, and noting that 

the establishment of the EEAS offers an opportunity to strengthen  

EU foreign policy in a coordinated manner; 

- Notes, however, the intricacy and challenge of achieving a united 

EU foreign policy; underlines, nevertheless, the advantage of a 

more coherent EU foreign policy in ensuring the impact of the EU 

and its Member States on the global stage; 

- Notes that as long as CFSP has to be decided upon with 

unanimity, it will be very difficult to have an effective and coherent 

foreign policy of the EU. 

- Calls for better coordination, and the need for synergies, between 

national and EU foreign policy-making; underlines that a  truly 

successful  EU foreign policy requires the political will of the 

Member States as well as the political leadership and initiative of 

the High Representative and the Vice President of the 

Commission, Baroness Catherine Ashton; 

- Stresses the need for an updated strategic concept of EU foreign 

policy and for enhanced partnerships with key actors, in the spirit 

of a “preventive diplomacy” approach.; calls particularly for a 

strengthened EU role in multilateral international arrangements 

such as in the UN, the G8 and G20; 

- Stresses the need for an enhanced and more coordinated 

common security and defence policy along the lines envisaged in 

the European Security Strategy Policy Document, and advocates 

the further extension of the so-called co-operation mechanism to 

defence issues and the implementation of a permanent structured 

cooperation in defence. 

- Is of the opinion that the EU should be more strategic in its 

relations with the emerging powers, taking into consideration their 

economic influence as well as rising political weight in the 

changing world order; underlines particularly the importance of a 

coherent policy with regard to Russia, the other BRICS’ countries 

and other potential emerging countries worldwide. 
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- Underlines the EU’s special interest in its immediate 

neighbourhood, both in the East and in the South; stresses that 

the EU needs to seize the opportunity provided by the Arab Spring 

and support the Arab peoples with peaceful means in the 

development of democracy, economic, environmental and social 

sustainability, security, civil society, human rights and the rule of 

law in the Middle East and Northern Africa. 

 


