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The European Future of the Western Balkans Region 

The European Liberal Democrat and Reform Party, meeting in Helsinki, 

Finland, on 13-15 October 2010: 

While: 

 Stressing the common democratic and liberal values shared by 

the member parties of the ELDR; 

 Underlining the importance of the EU-integration process as a 

pillar of a modern and secure Europe; 

 Welcoming the activities by the Western Balkans member parties 

of the ELDR aimed at Europeanising their societies; 

 Sharing responsibility for peace, security, and the advance of 

economic freedom and human rights in Europe; 

 Believing that the non-EU Western Balkan countries have EU 

accession as their primary goal; 

Therefore: 

 Holds as undisputable the common political, economic and 

security perspective of all societies in the territory of the Western 

Balkans within the framework of the European Union, under the 

rules securing equal opportunities for all potential candidates and 

members; 

 Encourages all these political communities to look for efficient and 

sustainable solutions to all issues regarding their relations, in line 

with the best European achievements and practices; 

 Reasserts that the fulfillment of the preset criteria and mutual 

cooperation on all issues related to human rights or to economic 

development should be the key criteria for assessing the EU 

accession potential of the Western Balkans countries; 

 Encourages the governments and political parties in the region to 

accelerate - or launch without any further delay - the process of 

accession to NATO as the common security framework and the 

guarantor of peace and stability in the region; 

 Urges all ELDR member parties from EU member states 

neighbouring non-EU Western Balkan states to support the 

corresponding ELDR member parties in those countries in their 
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efforts to spread the values of the European community among 

their societies. 

 Welcomes the determination of the ELDR member parties to 

positively verify each and every individual or common 

achievement by Serbia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Montenegro, 

Albania, Kosovo or Macedonia, attained during the process of 

their accession to EU membership; 

 Affirms ELDR`s commitment to keep all its further related activities 

inspired by the ideas of achieving values shared by its member 

parties, and of assisting the latter in promoting and politically 

strengthening the liberal, democratic and reform process in the 

region. 

 


