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European Media Policy 
 

I. Liberty and democracy, in the view of the Liberals and Democrats, 
can only exist realistically if they are reflected in the media. Freedom 
in providing and obtaining information is essential to allow us as 
citizens of Europe to form our own opinions on important matters 
affecting our future. Censorship is unacceptable. 

 
a) All obstacles to the freedom to provide or obtain information for 

citizens of the Community are unacceptable. The Liberals and 
democrats believe that the mass media must not be subject to any 
restrictions. News should be given the widest possible distribution 
in order to allow public opinion to be aware of any fact or event 
which night be likely to affect its judgment. 
 

b) The development and application of new ways of transmitting 
information, particularly in the sphere of electronics, could make 
an important contribution in producing the desired plurality of 
opinions. 
 

c) In order to prevent public opinion from being informed in an 
imperfect, incomplete or biased manner, the Liberals and 
Democrats consider freedom of information to be an essential 
component to a truly democratic and pluralistic society. 
 

II. A free press is still the best guarantee for the preservation and 
extension of democracy in Europe. Only if the press is free and 
competitive can it provide scope for contact between the various 
ideological tendencies and public opinion. 

 
a) The Liberals and Democrats therefore believe that it is the duty of 

the Member States and the Community to allow the press to 
express itself freely. Restrictions and  discrimination against the 
press and journalists must be avoided. In particular they condemn 
the practice of retail outlets refusing to handle publications which 
express radical views but do not infringe upon national legislation. 
 

b) In spite of the existence of the electronic media, the press has 
hitherto still retained its primary attraction for the masses. The 
permanent nature of the printed word ensures that daily and 
weekly news publications continue to be particularly attractive to 
public opinion. In its diversity, the press is the best reflection of 
various ideological tendencies. It can also, by expressing its own 
points of viex, provide the commentary on current events. 
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c) In order to continue to play its role, the printed press must have 

the opportunity to use new communications techniques, which will 
help it to preserve its position and to compete with other rival 
media. 
 

d) The electronic media must in no way be given more favourable 
treatment than the press. 
 

III. The freedom of information of the public must also be safeguarded in 
radio and television. The principles which govern the press apply 
equally to these media. 
 
A free press and free broadcasting are both essential in guaranteeing 
and extending democracy in Europe. Competition within, and 
interchange between, the media will encourage the free and fruitful 
flow of ideas, opinions and information. 
 

IV. In view of the social repercussions of the new media, the importance 
of a democratic and open decision on their introduction must be 
clearly established. Any technique which is applied must be the result 
of a conscious choice which must also be clearly established. 
 

a) The new media will be revolutionary in their effect on the provision 
of information and entertainment to all people in their own homes. 
 

b) With advanced technology in the communications field, man will 
have instruments of ever greater refinement at his disposal, but 
there will be a danger also of diminishing opportunities and 
incentives for direct communication and dialogue. 
The risk of isolation and loss of communicability must be pointed 
out now, so that the society of the future can find a balance 
between technological progress and the maintenance of man’s 
heritage. 
 

c) New techniques based on television offer much wider 
opportunities for interaction with greater personal, community, and 
regional access. Liberals call on the European Parliament to 
initiate studies on these opportunities and their implication. 
 

V. The advent of satellite broadcasting will eliminate the physical 
barriers which have hitherto allowed television to be strictly controlled 
on a national basis. TV signal swill penetrate far beyond traditional 
frontiers and the peoples of Europe will have a vastly increased 
choice of entertainment and information. This freedom is already well 
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established in other media (i.e. the press, books and radio), but the 
special impact of television calls for additional safeguards: 
 

a) The entrenchment of the creative and editorial freedoms of 
programme makers should not allow one to forget that 
broadcasters have to respect the human rights of viewers and to 
ensure that international law protects individuals from abuse 
through libel and invasion of privacy. 
 

b) News and impartial documentary programmes must be 
guaranteed a reasonable percentage of time on all channels. 
 

c) A European broadcasting charter must guarantee freedom of 
information and communication and of the institution of the right of 
reply. 

 
VI. The Member States of the Community must take no measures to limit 

the broadcasting of information or programmes from other countries. 
Where foreign programmes can be received by cable television there 
can be no question of imposing any national censorship on the 
broadcasting of these programmes received and redistributed on 
cable relay networks under public or private control. 
 

VII. Access to the instruments of information should be freely available. 
 

a) Everyone who accepts the democratic system must be able to use 
the media of mass communication as long as his/her identity and 
objectives are made clear throughout the programme. 
Legal and administrative measures should foster such accessibility. 

b) Independent local radio and television stations can contribute to 
plurality in the dissemination of information. 

 
VIII. The European Liberals and Democrats call on all member 

governments to introduce legislation which grants the public the right 
of access to official information except where it concerns national 
security, commercial secrets or information about other individuals. 
 

IX. The press and broadcasting cannot be free if editors and journalists 
are not free: free to discover the facts, to report them impartially, 
comment on them without interference and be entitled to protect the 
sources of their information. The emergence of new media and new 
techniques is no way affects this basic right to information, free 
expression and freedom to criticize. 
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a) The provision of information should be governed by a professional 
code of conduct to which the editorial staff voluntarily adhere. 
 

b) If journalists are to be able to carry out their task of informing the 
public, they must be guaranteed free access to information from 
public sources in all countries. 
 

c) Professional journalists' and publishers Organizations should be 
consulted when new techniques are introduced. 

 
X. The plurality we seek must be found in all the various media of mass 

communication. The Liberals and Democrats remain firmly opposed to 
any form of monopoly, especially in the field of mass communication 
and new media. 
 
a) They are firmly opposed to any form of state or private monopolies. 

 
b) A system of public corporations is a valuable way of ensuring a 

broader spectrum of information. 
 

c) Broadcasters should be subject to accountability by authorities 
under public law. 

 
XI. Liberals recognize that broadcasting will contain advertising but insist 

that there should be a European Code of Practice defining the content, 
frequency and duration of commercials. 
Advertisers must not be allowed to exercise any influence over 
programme content and production. 
 

XII. The foundations for an ever stronger union between the peoples of 
Europe require a political climate which will encourage the free 
exchange of information, persuant to Article 10 of the European 
Convention on Human Rights, stimulate cooperation and mutual 
comprehension and prevent any discrimination which stand in the way 
of these objectives. 

 
a) The Community as such will only become a reality to the public 

once it is aware that its future lies in an even closer union between 
all the peoples of Europe as laid down in the preamble of the 
Treaty. 
 

b) European Liberals call for radio and TV programmes aimed at 
promoting European cooperation and integration which would be 
broadcast by both national stations and European stations. 


