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URGENCY RESOLUTION 2 

adopted at the XVlth ELDR Congress in Torquay, 10 December 1993 

The use of languages in the European Union 

Proposed by the VLD (Vlaamse Liberalen en Democraten), Radikale 
Venstre, HLP, VVD, PSD, Venstre, Liberal Democrats, Mr Bertens MEP 

The ELDR Congress, 

A. Considering the terms of the agreement reached in the Council on 6 
December on the use of languages in the European Trademark 
Office; 

B. Having regard to the Treaty of European Union, namely the Articles F, 
1 and 2, 3g, 6, 128,4, and S; 

1. Strongly condemns the agreement reached in the General Affairs 
Council which limits the number of languages to be used in the 
European Trademark Office to the languages of the five "big" 
member states; 

2. Convinced that the compromise solution still puts companies and 
entrepreneurs who use one of the four other languages (Dutch, 
Portuguese, Greek and Danish) at a competitive disadvantage in 
certain situations, namely when they want to contest a demand for 
protection made by a company from a "big" Member state, as the 
procedure will have to be conducted in a language different from their 
own; 

3. Therefore appeals to the European Council meeting in Brussels on 
December 10-11 to review the agreement so as to respect equal 
treatment of all citizens of the European Union in their dealings with 
its institutions; 

4. Though convinced that, eventually, a solution will have to be found 
for the multiplication of the number of languages, declares that it will 
remain opposed to any solution which would limit the right of citizens 
or companies of the Union to deal with its institutions or laws in their 
own language or the right of democratically elected representatives of 
the European citizens to use their own language in their 
parliamentary activities; 

5. Instructs its President to transmit the present resolution to the 
European Council and the Parliamentary bodies of the Member 
states. 


