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PREPARING FOR THE INFORMATION SOCIETY 

All over the world, information and communication technologies are 
having a profound effect on our lives and are generating the third 
industrial revolution. Information has become a production factor, 
overtaking labour, capital and land in importance. 

The traditional industrial society was characterized by centralism, 
standardization and hierarchy. The information society requires creativity, 
decentralisation, participation, small units and individual performance. 
These features of the information society correspond with our ideas and 
at the same time demand from its citizens to shape them in a liberal way. 
Liberals, Democrats and Reformers must create the necessary 
prerequisites to make full use of the advantages of the information society. 
We regard the opportunities of the information age as a unique challenge 
to create more freedom, more prosperity and more employment 

Europe is already taking part in this revolution, but its approach is still 
fragmented. 

The Information Society creates a great chance and a new potential for 
rapid political, economic, social and cultural progress. 

The Information Society: 

 can contribute to reinforcing Europe's economic position in the world, 
creating new employment opportunities, balancing regional 
disparities, and lowering environmental stress; 

 can strengthen the democratic structures of our societies, and favour 
the establishment of democracy and the respect of human rights in 
countries still governed by a dictator, by making information 
accessible worldwide and by giving freedom of expression a new 
meaning; 

 can contribute to European integration by completing the Single 
Market in terms of liberalisation of telecommunications, by building 
relevant Trans-European networks and by strengthening the 
international competitiveness of the European Union. 

Nevertheless, to achieve these objectives and to fulfil the potential of the 
European Information Society there needs to be decisive political action 
at the level of the European Union on the basis of the principle of 
subsidiarity. 

Governments should create scope for the dynamics of the market Europe 
will only reap the potential benefits of the information society if the 
information industry itself prospers. It will then create many new jobs and 
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smooth the transition to the information society. There is no place for a 
restrictive regulatory framework. Legislation must be sufficiently flexible. 
Costly bureaucratic structures must be avoided. Only then can the full 
potential of the digital super highway be exploited. 

Therefore, the ELDR Party, 

Liberalising the telecommunication market: 

 takes the view that the citizen is at the centre of the Information 
Society; 

 calls on the European Union and its Member States to develop a joint 
coordinated strategy to respond to the challenge of the information 
society, and 

 to develop a liberalised, open and technically advanced 
infrastructure; 

 to lay down a dynamic state-of-the art oriented definition of 
universal services together with potential solutions to the problem 
of financing them; 

 to dismantle monopolies while guarding against the emergence of 
oligopolies of major international companies, which would erode 
the advantages offered by greater competition; 

 to adjust national legislation with a view to precluding any 
obstructive effects. 

 urges the EU to insist that member states' governments respect the 
deadline of 1 January 1998 for the liberalisation of 
telecommunications, and that existing EC rules on abuse of dominant 
position, restrictive agreement, free movement of goods and services 
and state aid must be strictly applied in order to encourage the 
development of broadband networks and the new services using 
them. 

 calls for urgent progress towards developing the compatibility of 
technical standards to create a global information network; 

 calls for efficient anti-trust laws to protect the citizens from 
monopolies. 

Boosting competition; 

 calls for the prevention of private media monopolies and non-
transparent shares in ownership of media companies. 
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 calls on the Commission to promote cooperation between European 
countries in the development of multimedia programmes. 

 calls on the Commission to strengthen the coordinated development 
of TENs in telecommunications, and for the more focused use of the 
R&D framework programme and the structural funds to facilitate such 
development throughout the Union. 

 calls on the Commission to introduce well-considered changes, in 
particular in the three specific Information and Communications 
Technology programmes, especially with a view to interconnection of 
networks and to supporting the introduction of interoperable services 
at European level. 

 calls on the Commission and the Member States to create the 
conditions whereby SMEs can contribute to the development of the 
information society on a competitive basis. 

 calls on the Member States to start up demonstration or pilot projects 
as soon as possible; in which use can be made of services which 
have already been liberalized. Scope should be created for 
experiments so that undertakings can gain experience now before 
liberalisation is completed as of 1 January 1998. In particular, SMEs 
must be able to participate in this experimental work since they are 
the most fertile soil for employment. 

 demands that full account must be taken of all the opportunities 
offered by the Structural Funds to allow the Union's peripheral 
regions to benefit from the new telecommunications systems in order 
to further improve cohesion of the Union. 

 calls on the Member States and the Commission to open electronic 
"counters" in the public sector at regional, national and European 
level to give citizens and businesses, in particular SMEs, access to 
information on public services; it is desirable that such information be 
easily made available free of charge through the electronic 
superhighway. Existing European standards no norms should also be 
observed and applied by the authorities. 

 demands that the ED and the Member States improve modern 
information and communication technologies in public administration 
to facilitate coordination between the public and the private sectors 
and also between the public sector and the citizens; 

 demands that special attention be paid to the impact of the 
Information Society on workers' rights; also draws attention to the 
risks of social isolation which could be caused by distance working; 
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Creating more productive jobs 

 holds the view that the information communication technology is a 
chance for more productive and qualified jobs in all Members States 
of the EU. The future of our work relations will be increasingly 
influenced by information processing in industrial production as well 
as services. New information technologies should be introduced 
rapidly in order to provide for more job opportunities. 

 calls for the creation of more part-time jobs and outwork-opportunities 
since information processing and teleworking enables both 
employers and employees to reduce the distance between home and 
workplace. 

 calls for more flexible working hours in order to better combine family 
responsibilities and profession, especially for single parents. 
Teleworking and information processing also reduces the volume of 
traffic and transportation and thus helps protect the environment. 

Educating for the Information Society: 

 calls on the Member States to include in their national curricula 
instruction on the opportunities offered by the information society. If 
an early start is made in familiarizing pupils with the information super 
highway, greater use will be made of it, and the gap between users 
and non-users of the information society will be narrowed. 

 urges that special attention be paid to the problems of integrating 
SMEs and schools into European networks, so that they may take full 
and early advantage of the Information Society; 

 calls on private companies to support computer literacy in schools 
and universities by donating computer equipment as well as learning 
software and to promote computer and information technology skills 
by special offers for computer equipment to students; 

 calls on the Member States to encourage cooperation between 
libraries, schools, higher education establishments on the one hand 
and industry, especially the SMEs, on the other hand to advance the 
use of information technologies and training and life-long learning in 
this area; 

 demands that all EU initiatives in this policy area should foster the 
preservation of and access to the European cultural heritage; 

 calls for rapid action in order to promote the development of distance 
learning and working, in order to increase flexibility and opportunities 
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on the labour market; distance learning and working will also 
contribute to limiting the environmental damage caused by 
commuters; 

Broadening democracy: 

 is of the opinion that a better electronic infrastructure with access to a 
range of information sources, including government sources, will 
strengthen our democracy; 

 calls for the development of applications which provide access to 
information regarding the decision-making processes of legislative 
assemblies at all levels; initiatives should be launched to encourage 
the participation in the political process, including involvement in 
political parties; 

 calls for the careful development of public information on the Internet, 
not least by the EU institutions, in order to generate democratic 
participation - also by the ELDR Group - and enhance the 
transparency of the decisionmaking process. 

 urges the drafting of an EU Directive on Freedom of Information to 
guarantee the civil liberties of the European citizen in the Information 
Society; 

 believes that the European Institutions should see to the respect of 
multilingualism so that the citizens may have better access to the 
multimedia; 

Protecting the citizen: 

 demands that the fundamental rights and freedoms of natural 
persons be protected, in particular their right to privacy with respect 
to the processing of personal data; in general, the individual should 
be informed about and have access to data collected about him, and 
be entitled to object to the processing of personal data under certain 
circumstances; 

 demands political action to control the risks of social division between 
those who have access to information and those who do not, and to 
prevent illegal entry into and interference with computer systems; 

 holds the view that the rights and freedoms of natural persons and in 
particular their right to privacy can only be restricted by law; 

 underlines that all legal measures to protect cultural and social values 
are applicable also the new media, but rejects attempts of censorship 
in the Internet and the ban of encryption codes. 
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 is of the opinion that cross-border flow of personal data must be 
covered by binding legal provisions; in order to remove the obstacles 
to the international transfer of personal data, the level of protection of 
the rights and freedoms of individuals with regard to processing such 
data must be equivalent in all European countries; 

 calls for internationally binding legal standards in areas such as 
intellectual property rights, international copyright rules, and 
electronic signatures; 

 is of the opinion that information technology will also open new ways 
to prevent and fight crime. 


