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Violence against Women 

The declaration of the Fourth World Conference on Women in Beijing 
emphasizes the responsibility of states and international organizations to 
eliminate violence against women and trafficking in women. In the 
Platform for Action, the core document of the Beijing Conference, 
governments declared that "violence against women constitutes a 
violation of basic human rights and is an obstacle to the achievement of 
the objectives of equality, development and peace" . 

Violence against women occurs both in the public as well as the private 
sphere. Violence against women takes many forms, physical and verbal, 
and at its worst, in war and conflict rape is systematically used as a 
weapon. The most frequent form of violence against women is, however, 
domestic violence. Women are more likely to be victims of violence from 
men they know. A Finnish study shows that 52 percent of adult women 
have been victims of violence or physical or sexual threats since the age 
of 15 and 22 percent of married or cohabiting women have suffered 
violence or threats from their partners (1998). Surveys and statistics from 
other European countries show the same trend. Studies from 40 
population-based quantitative studies made in 24 different countries from 
four different continents show that 25-50 percent of women have been 
physically assaulted by a male partner. Gender-based violence still 
continues to be one of the greatest threats to women's personal integrity 
and physical security. The ELDR Party also reiterates states' duty under 
their human rights obligations to prevent, prosecute and punish acts of 
violence against women. 

According to the World Health Organization, 85 million to 115 million girls 
and women in the population have undergone some form of female 
genital mutilation and suffer from its adverse health effects. Every year an 
estimated 2 million young girls undergo this procedure. Most live in Africa 
and Asia - but an increasing number can be found among immigrant and 
refugee families in Western Europe and North America. 

The ELDR Party urges more action to be taken on the international and 
EU level. There is still much to be done - some countries lack political will, 
others effective legislation, support programmes and services, some need 
community awareness programmes and education and training. It is also 
alarming that most laws still fail to protect victims or to punish perpetrators. 

The ELDR Party calls on the ELDR Group in the European Parliament 
and appropriate bodies of the Union to: 

 draw European Governments' further attention to the widespread 
occurence of violence against women and the exploitation and 
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trafficking, and governments active duty to prevent this violence, and 
in order to do this: 

 urge all European governments to compile statistical data on and 
to conduct extensive surveys of violence against women; 

 act to strengthen attitudes opposed to violence and work for gender-
sensitive programmes; 

 make the public aware of the extent and impact of violence on the 
society. act to reduce the incidence of violence, and to increase 
comparative international research on violence against women; 

 ensure that easily accessible services for instance therapeutical 
services are available for the victims and also for the perpetrators; 

 introduce training programmes for police officers and judges dealing 
with woman victims of violence and encourage recruitment of female 
police officers; 

 urge member states to ratify. if they have not yet done so, and 
implement the U.N. Convention on the Elimination of all forms of 
Discrimination Against Woman (CEDAW) and the protocol to it. 

Furthermore the ELDR Party moves that more economical resources 
should be directed to the Daphne Programme. 


