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Deletion of criminal online content, not merely blocking 

The European Liberal Democrat and Reform Party convening in 

Palermo, Italy on 23-25 November 2011 

- Deeply disturbed by all cases of child abuse published on the 
internet;  

- Observing recent discussions about the possibility of blocking 
websites containing certain illegal content such as child 
pornography;  

- Regretting that the emotion of the debate overshadows any focus 
on reasonable and efficient ways to avoid any kind of child abuse;  

- Concerned that blocking access to these websites does not make 
them go away. They remain on the Internet, visible to anybody 
capable of circumventing filters. Since circumventing the filters is 
as easy as entering a new DNS server address into a computer, 
this can be done in 10-15 seconds;  

- Recalling that in pursuit of this ineffective policy, the creation of an 
infrastructure of censorship is required. Experience suggests that 
such an infrastructure can easily be misused, and that, once in 
place, whets politicians’ appetite to extend it to other areas such 
as copyright violations, hate speech, and others;  

- Considering that even without misuse, the mechanisms employed 
and the technical infrastructure of the internet make it quite 
probable that, in blocking  some websites, numerous inoffensive 
websites located with the same web-hosting provider might be 
blocked;  

- Emphasising the importance of measures to fight child abuse 
effectively worldwide instead of only making it invisible in the 
European Union; 

- Fearing the effect of function creep, meaning the slow but steadily 
rising acceptance of blocking measures and their extension to 
other fields, such as online gambling sites or copyright 
infringements; 

- Noting the discussion that took place in the trialogue regarding 
directive proposal 2010/0064, which returned responsibility to the 
Member States to decide whether to merely block or actually 
delete illegal content; 

- Strongly condemns any form of child abuse and child 
pornography; 

- Demands a joint effort by all European Union member states to 
fight any kind of child abuse with effective measures inside and 
outside the internet, instead of   avoiding the issue by employing 
filters;  
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- Urges Member States to discuss the possibility of deleting 
websites instead of blocking them, and to work with governments 
world-wide to make this effective;  

Calls on: 

- The European Union to find a transparent method of implementing 
these deletions, whereby a judge is involved in the decision and 
the operator of the concerned websites is informed and given the 
opportunity to take legal action;  

- Member states to fund and staff police and law enforcement 
agencies sufficiently, and to establish better cooperation inside 
and outside the Europol framework. 

 


