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Political Prisoners in Azerbaijan 

The European Liberal Democrat and Reform Party convening in 

Palermo, Italy on 23-25 November 2011 

Having regard to 

- Azerbaijan’s membership of the Council of Europe; 
 

- All resolutions and recommendations on political prisoners and the 
violation of fundamental rights by Azerbaijan, as adopted by the 
Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe;  

Reaffirming that 

- Respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms are basic 
values of the Council of Europe and are crucial for our stability and 
prosperity; 
 

- Keeping people in prison for political reasons and denying them 
the right to due process of law are contrary to the obligations of 
Council of Europe member states; 
 

- The existence of political prisoners in Azerbaijan is an established 
fact reflected in numerous international documents, reports and 
statements. 

Whereas 

- Basic freedoms such as freedom of assembly, association, media 

and expression are continuously being violated; 

The ELDR Party 

- Condemns the Azerbaijani authorities for continuing to keep 
political prisoners in jail, despite numerous calls and demands;  
 

- Urges the Azerbaijani authorities to obey the adopted obligations 
of the European Convention on Human Rights, to release 
immediately all political prisoners and to bring an end to bring to 
an end the practice of persecuting political opponents. Failing that, 
calls for the suspension of Azerbaijan’s membership of the Council 
of Europe and any other appropriate sanctions. 
 

- Urges the Azerbaijani authorities to grant the Parliamentary 
Assembly of the Council of Europe’s (PACE) Special Rapporteur 
on political prisoners in Azerbaijan free access to all political 
prisoners. 
 

- Invites the Azerbaijani authorities to bring into being a genuine 
and result-oriented dialogue between the government and its 
citizens, including political parties, civil society organizations and 
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business associations that aims at increasing political pluralism 
and participatory government in Azerbaijan. 

 

 


