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Freedom of Movement for All Families in Europe 

The Alliance of Liberals and Democrats for Europe (ALDE) Party convening 
in Dublin, Ireland on 8-10 November 2012 

Considering  

• that throughout the European Union and Schengen Area there are a 
number of legal solutions regarding LGBTI rights;   

• that this plurality encompasses a range of situations going from 
perfect equality regarding marriage and parenthood down to 
constitutional blocks on marriage equality and even, in some cases, 
legal restrictions in the granting of necessary documents to citizens if 
such documents are to be used in accessing same-sex marriage in 
other EU countries.  

Recognising   

• that equality of rights is a fundamental liberal principle, in any 
circumstance.  

• and also that the European institutions do not have the legal authority 
to enact laws regarding the family.  

And, thus,   

• limiting the action of European institutions to the functions that the 
treaties explicitly give them,  

• considerations of ‘culture’ or ‘tradition’ can never be guiding in this 
respect. The letter of the law is imperative.  

Considering, furthermore,   

• that in the countries where same-sex marriage is allowed no new 
legal institution was created, so that they are fully legal marriages  

• and that the refusal of several European countries to recognise such 
marriages and/or the children of such couples is not mere refusal of 
recognition of a specific legal contract but in fact discrimination, given 
that not all marriages of these countries are considerate invalid 
abroad (which could arguably be accepted from a formal point of 
view), but only some of them, depending on sexual orientation,  

• and that finally such discrimination is explicitly prohibited in European 
legislation, hurting both individual fundamental rights (namely, the 
right of preservation of one's family life) and the desired mobility of 
European citizens within the Union,  

The Alliance of Liberals and Democrats for Europe (ALDE) Party 

• asks its members, in their countries, to demand the legal changes 
needed to accommodate the mobility of same-sex families;  

• demands that European institutions evaluate the conformity of 
existing discriminations to the treaties and introduce changes where 
needed. 


