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Freedom of the Media and Freedom of Speech in Turkey 

The Alliance of Liberals and Democrats for Europe (ALDE) Party convening 
in Dublin, Ireland on 8-10 November 2012 

Whereas 

• freedom of speech and freedom of the media are fundamental human 
rights, which every state is obliged to protect and preserve; 

• freedom of speech and freedom of the media are essential in a 
democracy, allowing for the free exchange of information and ideas, 
and for the citizenry to hold government accountable; 

Is deeply concerned  

• by reports about the deteriorating situation for the freedom of the 
media in Turkey; 

• by the high number of violations of freedom of expression; 

• by the recent wave of arrests of journalists, without precedent since 
the military dictatorship, carried out by the Turkish authorities; 

• by the large number of cases launched against journalists and writers 
writing on the Kurdish issue or publishing in Kurdish; 

Recalls  

• The OSCE-report from April 2012 on imprisoned journalists in Turkey, 
in which disappointing information was presented. The report notes 
inter alia that: 

- The number of imprisoned journalists at the time of 
publication of the report was ninety-five (95), a significant 
increase from 2011 when fifty-seven (57) journalists were 
imprisoned; 

- Turkish courts often impose exceptionally long imprisonment 
sentences for journalists; 

- Pre-trial release of defendants is seldom granted and pre-
trial detentions are often long;  

• The European Commission’s Turkey 2011 Progress Report, in which 
the Commission concludes that: 

The wide definition of terrorism under the Anti-Terror Law 
remains a cause for serious concern, especially when it comes 
to cases related to freedom of speech; 
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- “Turkey’s criminal legislation remains highly problematic; it is 
open to disproportionate use to limit freedom of expression”; 

- “in practice, freedom of expression is undermined by the 
high number of legal cases and investigations against 
journalists, writers, academics and human rights defenders 
and undue pressure on the media, which raises serious 
concerns” 

- “Turkey’s legal and judicial practices, legislation, criminal 
procedures and political responses are obstacles to the free 
exchange of information and ideas” 

Welcomes 

• the release of four journalists Nadim Şener and Ahmet Şık, Coşkun 
Musluk and Sait Çakır in March this year; deplores at the same time 
that Turkey remains worst in the world in terms of imprisonment of 
journalists; 

Regrets 

• that the legal reform package introduced by the Turkish government 
this year leaves key problems with free speech and arbitrary 
detention unresolved and does not tackle specific legal provisions of 
the Anti-Terror Law that continue to limit freedom of expression and is 
still widely misused against journalists and pro-Kurdish activists. 

Urges 

• Turkey to continue necessary reforms in order to guarantee freedom 
of speech and freedom of the media.  

• Turkey to take measures to abolish legislation providing for 
disproportionally high tax fines on media outlets, leading in some 
cases to closure or to self-censorship.  

• Turkey to recognise that progress towards meeting basic standards 
of the rule of law and freedom of speech is a precondition for 
progress in the accession negotiations.  


