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The ELDR Party against transition periods 

European Liberal Democrats reject transition periods for the free 

movement of workers in the context of the enlargement of the EU to the 

East. This position has been adopted at our "mini-Congress" on Friday 

the 8 June in Brussels. 

With the enlargement of the EU to the East, Candidate States should 

enter the European Union with all the rights and obligations that 

encompasses. 

Nothing would be more contradictory to the logic of the European 

integration process than to refuse all those States the elementary 

freedoms of the European Internal Market. To impose transition periods 

for free movement of workers would from the beginning make the new 

member countries second class members of the EU. 

It will hardly be possible to control transition periods, and they will 

generate pressure towards illegal movement. They are not only 

superfluous - according to all serious provisions there will not be a 

massive undesirable migration flow of workers – but they are also 

economically harmful, because they will create market barriers and will 

hinder the necessary and desirable structure transformation.It will be the 

consumer who has to foot the bill. 

All this is also valid for border regions. Nonetheless one can not totally 

exclude that after the accession there will be in some regions 

disproportionate pressure on the labour market. But transition periods to 

the free movement of workers can not be a solution. At the very most it 

would be conceivable to have targeted measures in the regions 

concerned, especially in the border regions, without fundamentally limiting 

the free movement of workers. 

Liberals do not ignore that there are some public fears as regards 

enlargement of the EU to the East. It is the job of politicians to address 

these fears. To promote transition periods for the free movement of 

workers would contribute to the consolidation of these fears. They would 

be perceived as a signal that we should protect ourselves against the new 

Members. This would turn out in favour of those who have no interest in 

the enlargement to the East and do not want to understand the enormous 

opportunities that are linked to it." 


