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Liberals for Solidarity 

The European Liberal Democrat and Reform Party convening in 
Palermo, Italy on 23-25 November 2011 

Notes: 

- Article 3 of the Treaty on European Union stating that  the Union 
“shall promote economic, social and territorial cohesion, and 
solidarity among Member States"; 

- The Europe 2020 strategy; 

- The communication ‘A Budget for Europe 2020’ from the 
Commission to the European Parliament, the Council, the 
European Economic and Social Committee and the Committee of 
the Regions; 

- The persistent need to support European development through an 
acknowledged policy offering an interactive framework for other 
policies indispensable  for achieving the aims of a future-
orientated Europe; 

States: 

- That the objectives of ensuring the benefits, for both the European 
Union and its citizens, of delivering high EU added value and of 
solidarity, have been for decades and will continue to be achieved 
in a successful and justified manner through a strong cohesion 
policy. 

- That Europe cannot be fully competitive without Europe-wide 
cohesion; 

- That cohesion policy which focuses on delivering new 
opportunities for citizens is a vehicle for growth; 

Calls on: 

- The Member States, the European Parliament and the 
Commission to continue to support the fundamental principle of 
solidarity between poor and rich regions through a strong and 
efficient cohesion policy; 

- The political actors, stakeholders and the European 
institutions to participate in the discussions and preparation of the 
future cohesion policy of the Europe, in order to increase the 
public’s awareness  of the fundamentally European nature of the 
cohesion policy programmes; 

- All the stakeholders of the European cohesion policy to contribute 
in a responsible way to the process of reforming the cohesion 
policy when progressing towards the next programming period of 
the Union, in order to achieve the ratified goals of the Europe 2020 
strategy and to develop the Union in a sustainable and fair way for 
future generations. 


