
AOH alumnae call for the ratification of the Istanbul Convention by all EU member states 

The alumnae of the Alliance Of Her (previously the European Women’s Academy) have launched a call 

for the ratification of the Istanbul Convention by all EU member states. Currently, out of 27 EU member 

states, six EU countries (Bulgaria, Czech Republic, Hungary, Latvia, Lithuania, Slovakia) have not yet 

ratified the Convention. Based on four pillars, the Istanbul Convention focuses on preventing and 

combatting violence against women and domestic violence. 

One in three women in the EU have experienced physical and/or sexual violence and, according to a 

recent ALDE survey, 50% of women in elected office reported that online harassment makes them less 

likely to remain in politics. This is not right. Violence against women and girls is a clear violation of 

human rights.  

We, the Alliance Of Her alumnae, call for the ratification and adherence to the Istanbul Convention by 

the European Union and all EU member states. As a role model for democracy, the European Union 

must lead by example and demonstrate with clear actions and commitments that gender-based violence 

in any shape or form is not acceptable in any of its member states.  

Unfortunately, six EU countries have not yet ratified the Istanbul Convention, setting a dangerous 

precedent for other countries around the world and putting women in a vulnerable position.  

We call on Europe’s leaders to affirm that violence against women and girls has no place in Europe and 

that true gender equality will not be achieved until it is eradicated.  

Women’s rights are human rights, and as Liberals, we will continue the fight for gender equality every 

day of the year. 

The AOH Alumnae Advisory Board: 

Joanna Burnos (ALDE Individual Member) 

Madelaine Jakobsson (Sweden, Centerpartiet) 

Emma Murphy (Fianna Fáil, Ireland) 

Jasmina Mrso (Bosnia and Herzegovina, Naša stranka) 

Joyce Onstad (United Kingdom, Liberal Democrats) 

Bettina Stark-Watzinger (Germany, FDP) 

Diana Topcic Rosenberg (Croatia, GLAS) 

Stina Wahlsten (Finland, Swedish People’s Party) 

The Alliance Of Her aims to promote gender equality in politics and decision-making across Europe by 

empowering and supporting women that want to be active in liberal politics. AOH is the leading network 

of its kind in Europe, and is a partnership between ALDE Party, The European Liberal Forum (ELF) and the 

Friedrich Naumann Foundation (FNF). 

https://www.aldeparty.eu/theallianceofher
https://www.coe.int/en/web/conventions/full-list/-/conventions/treaty/210/signatures
https://www.coe.int/en/web/conventions/full-list/-/conventions/treaty/210/signatures
https://rm.coe.int/istanbul-convention-violence-against-women-brochure-4ps-en/16809ecc93
https://rm.coe.int/istanbul-convention-violence-against-women-brochure-4ps-en/16809ecc93

