
 

 

 
 
 
 

20 January 2021 

Dear Fellow Liberals,     

On behalf of the Alliance of Liberals and Democrats for Europe (ALDE), I would like to give a warm 

welcome to the 46th President of the United States, Joe Biden and to the first female Vice-President of 

colour in the United States, Kamala Harris. Their mandates start in these most difficult times, faced with 

a global pandemic and its far-reaching social and economic consequences.  

The inaugural ceremony takes place under the theme “Our Determined Democracy: Forging a More 
Perfect Union”, which also highlights our hopes for restoring Europe’s transatlantic partnership with the 
United States as well as promoting global cooperation based on our common values and interests.  

As Europe’s Liberals and Democrats, we believe that renewed cooperation between the EU and the US is 
essential.  
 
We have to take action on important global challenges such as fighting COVID-19, climate change and 
promoting freedom & democracy, human rights and free trade across the world. Therefore, we 
welcome the chance to strengthen this partnership. Both the European Commission and the European 
Parliament have also expressed this desire. 

With Donald Trump out of office, the circle of authoritarian leaders has become smaller. However, we 

must scale up our efforts to promote freedom and democracy at home in Europe as well. Starting in 

2022, the likes of Salvini, Le Pen and Orbán will again be seeking to grasp or hold onto the reins of 

power. On the global level, we face the challenges of Putin and Xi Jinping.  

 

As Liberals and Democrats, it is our duty to stop these divisive and extremist leaders in their tracks. We 

need to fight their authoritarianism, disenfranchisement and attacks on the independent judiciary and 

free press. 

That is why ALDE and all Europe’s Liberals and Democrats will be on the front lines of promoting our 

shared values of democracy and liberty in the years to come. 

Thank you for supporting our work. Liberals must unite! 
 
 
Yours, 
 
Hans van Baalen 
ALDE Party President 
 


