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AGENDA

PROJECT TEAM

5:30 p.m.  Open House

6:00 p.m. Presentation from the Project Team

  Company Overview

   Project Overview

  Why Solar and How Solar Works?
 
  Article 10 Process & Environmental Studies

   Public & Community Engagement

6:30 p.m. Open House (cont).
   
  Q&A Opportunities with Project Team

7:00 p.m. Event Concludes

Event Guidelines

1. The purpose of this event is to provide community education and information. Please be respectful of the speakers and 
your fellow participants. Attendees who are not being respectful may be asked to leave.

2. This event is taking place in an open house format with a brief presentation from members of the project team. Attendees 
can review available information, ask questions of the project team, and take information home to review. Please feel free 
come and go as your availability permits.

3. Following the brief presentation, members of the project team will be available for questions. They are also available to 
meet with residents and community groups to discuss the project further upon request.

Carmen O’Keefe is a project developer for 
the Alder Creek Solar project. Carmen grew 
up in Newfane, New York, and began work-
ing with Apex in July 2015. She is thrilled to 
see the potential for progress on renew-
able energy in her home state. Carmen 
manages local project offices throughout 
New York and helps establish relationships 
with those communities. Carmen has a 
bachelor’s degree in commercial music 
from Greenville College and is musically 
active in Western New York.

Brian O’Shea began his career working on 
political campaigns in rural North Dakota 
and throughout Minnesota. After leaving 
the campaign trail in 2013, Brian moved to 
the private sector, where he worked as a 
consultant to numerous businesses, trade 
associations, nonprofits, and advoca-
cy groups across the country on issues 
ranging from education policy to workforce 
development to renewable energy. After six 
years working in the consulting field on a 
wide range of projects, Brian was excited to 
join Apex Clean Energy as a public en-
gagement manager in 2019. In this capac-
ity, Brian works closely with development 
teams for wind and solar energy projects 
throughout the country, meeting with 
elected leaders, gathering local feedback, 
and working with communities to help 
accelerate America’s shift to clean energy.

Jessica Walsh  is a development associate 
for the Alder Creek Solar project. Jessica 
began her career as an intern for Apex 
Clean Energy in December 2017 before 
being hired on full-time in November 2018. 

A graduate of the University at Buffalo with 
a bachelor’s degree in environmental geo-
science, Jessica is eager to work closely 
with the public to promote renewable en-
ergy and community benefits in Boonville 
and Forestport.

Chris Moon is a senior electrical engineer 
for Apex Clean Energy, where he works on 
all aspects of project electrical design and 
optimization, including collection lines, 
substation, and transmission lines. Chris 
also supports the company’s operations 
team for projects following construction. 
Prior to joining Apex, Chris spent four years 
with the substation engineering group of 
Dominion Energy, an electric utility head-
quartered in Virginia, working on physical/
electrical design, protection and control, 
and electrical studies. Chris also worked 
as a high-voltage engineer on utility-scale 
solar projects throughout the United 
States with a Salt Lake City–based solar 
developer. Chris earned his BS in electrical 
engineering from Virginia Teach and his 
MBA from the College of William & Mary 
and is currently pursuing an MS/PhD in 
electrical engineering at Virginia Tech.

Brian Schwabenbauer is the environmen-
tal operations manager for TRC’s Planning, 
Permitting, and Licensing (PPL) offices 
in New York State and serves as senior 
adviser for the Alder Creek Solar project. 
Based in TRC’s Liverpool, New York, office, 
Brian has over 17 years of experience in 
environmental consulting and working on 
renewable energy projects, with profes-
sional expertise including: management 

of large-scale utility and renewable energy 
projects/permitting, large-scale permit 
application management, environmental 
compliance monitoring during construc-
tion, ecological surveys, wetland delinea-
tions, state and federal wetland permit-
ting, and environmental impact avoidance 
and minimization during project siting. 
Through these experiences, Brian has 
gained extensive insight into working 
with state and federal agencies such as 
the New York State Department of Public 
Service, New York State Department of En-
vironmental Conservation, New York State 
Department of Agriculture & Markets, U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service, and U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers.

Hayley Effler is an environmental permit-
ting project manager in TRC’s PPL group 
and serves as project manager for the 
Alder Creek Solar project. Based in TRC’s 
Liverpool, New York, office, Hayley special-
izes in regulatory compliance and project 
permitting, with program management 
and technical experience in renewable 
resources and regulatory compliance, with 
a specialization in Article 10 permitting. 
Her experience includes the preparation 
of Article 10 Applications in New York for 
solar and wind projects, small-scale solar 
permitting in New York through the State 
Environmental Quality Review Act, and 
wind permitting in the State of Indiana. 
Hayley also has extensive experience with 
hydropower licensing and relicensing 
through the Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission.


