
 

 

24 May 2021 
 
The Hon. Rob Stokes MP 
Minister for Planning and Public Spaces 
GPO Box 5341 
Sydney NSW 2001 
 
Dear Minister 

Greater Sydney Parklands Community Engagement 
 
I write to request improved community engagement between Greater Sydney Parklands and the 
residents who live close to and use the Centennial Parklands. 
 
A number of residents who have contacted me report that when there was a distinct and dedicated 
trust for Centennial Parklands, they had regular meetings and discussions with Centennial Park 
and Moore Park Trust executive directors about vision, priorities and operational issues. They say 
they were kept informed about plans and proposals for the parklands and were able to get day-to-
day issues resolved quickly.  
 
Residents tell me that contact with the trust under the Greater Sydney Parklands has significantly 
reduced and there is no mechanism for engagement other than through the Community 
Consultative Committee, which successive community members report is not genuine engagement 
because it does not provide formal pathways to interact with the community.  
 
Members of the community group Saving Moore Park report a number of examples of poor 
engagement. They tell me that they received no response on how the Greater Sydney Parks is 
using results from the group’s community survey of more than 500 people commenting on park 
usage. Similarly they say they have received no feedback on how the trust is addressing on-grass 
car parking – a community priority set out in the 2040 Moore Park Plan of Management. They say 
their concerns about blocked access to the light rail station from locked playing field gates on 
Tramway Oval were ignored and I note that the issue was only resolved after I wrote directly to you 
following a number of complaints. Members of the Saving Moore Park group say their requests for 
regular quarterly meetings have led nowhere. 
 
I share community concern that under the Greater Sydney Parklands model the trust appears to 
operate more like a public sector agency than a custodian of the parklands. I understand that the 
government is consulting on this umbrella trust model ahead of legislation and I ask that these 
concerns be considered as part of that process. Notwithstanding it is important that the Greater 
Sydney Parklands develop a way to genuinely engage with the community including sharing ideas 
and plans and responding to everyday concerns. This could be done by holding regular meetings 
with members of the community and providing a dedicated contact person.  
 
Grassroots collaboration with the people who care most about the parklands is vital for the long 
term protection and enhancement of the parklands, especially under a model with more centralised 
direction and management.  
 
Could you please establish procedures to ensure that the Greater Sydney Parklands 
regularly engages with community members who live adjacent to and use the Centennial 
Parklands, and inform me what action you will take? 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Alex Greenwich 
Member for Sydney 


