
PARKS VITAL IN PANDEMIC

As we continue to experience the impacts of lockdown, the 
public domain has become even more critical. In the inner city, 
outdoor public space provides the only option for exercise,  
sun and fresh air. It may restore opportunities to socialise  
safely when restrictions ease. 

Along with Lord Mayor Clover Moore, I am proud to celebrate 
how our city has become greener. Tens of thousands of trees  
and hundreds of thousands of plants have been planted, 
canopy cover has increased, and parks and green spaces  
with playgrounds and outdoor gyms have expanded. 

The City of Sydney’s new Greening Sydney Strategy will further 
deliver on these achievements and strengthen our resilience against 
climate change, while improving residents’ health and wellbeing. 

The state government needs to step up. In Parliament I again  
called for Roads and Maritime Services land on William Street to 
be dedicated for recreation, the removal of car parking on Moore Park, 
and the transfer of the Paddington Bowling Club to Woollahra Council. 

There are limited and diminishing opportunities to expand inner 
city green space and the government must make this a priority.
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ENROL TO VOTE  

Ensure you are enrolled to vote at your current address.  
Council elections are on Saturday 4 December.  

Check your details at https://roll.elections.nsw.gov.au/ 

PLASTICS WIN 
The government has finally listened to the 
community and promised to ban single-use 
plastics like straws, stirrers, cotton buds and 
polystyrene cups, and review other problem items. 
I have long called for single-use plastic bans to 
save oceans, marine life and the environment.  
I will closely assess the legislation when it comes  
to Parliament.

POWERHOUSE SUCCESS 
The future of the Powerhouse is secure. $500 
million has been allocated to revitalise the space, 
and there will be a focus on fashion and design. 
I joined Lord Mayor Clover Moore, Jamie Parker 
MP and the local and museum communities to 
oppose the plan to sell off and redevelop the site, 
and continued to question the business case. 

SUPPORT FOR BUSINESS 
The Treasurer agreed to my request with 
Lord Mayor Clover Moore for urgent financial 
assistance to businesses impacted by the 
lockdown with grants up to $10,000. I am 
working with Deputy Lord Mayor Jess Scully to 
extend this support to sectors with a low turnover 
like the arts. Please contact Service NSW on 
137788 for available supports. 

GET VACCINATED, STOP THE VIRUS 
We all must get vaccinated against COVID-19 for the 
pandemic to end, and to reopen to the world. For 
the latest on which vaccine, where to go or how to 
book, go to www.nsw.gov.au/covid-19. I have asked 
the Prime Minister to increase vaccine supply and 
set up dedicated quarantine facilities in NSW.

Get the jab... protect yourself, and others



CLOSING LOOPHOLES ON DEFECTS 
Apartment defects have forced owners to pay massive levies to fix faulty work 
or engage lawyers to take developers to court. The new Building Commissioner 
has now overhauled the industry, with hands-on oversight during construction, 
working with developers and builders to fix problems before residents move in. 

In Parliament I supported government legislation to strengthen the Building 
Commissioner’s powers and successfully amended the bill to close a loophole 
that excluded work without development approval from these powers. 
Developers’ efforts to exploit this loophole highlight the need for strong 
regulation in the building industry. 

TIME FOR DRUGS REFORM
Despite high rates of amphetamine 
dependence and death, the NSW 
Government rejected the special commission 
of inquiry’s key recommendation to 
decriminalise drug use and has stalled 
on over 100 other recommendations like 
diversion programs, a Wallama Court and 
housing problem drug users. 

The state was once a world leader in drugs 
policy. Brave politicians like Clover Moore, 
Bob Carr and John Brogden introduced 
the Medically Supervised Injecting Centre 
during the 1990s heroin crisis. The centre 
continues to save lives. In Parliament I 
called on the government and all members 
to establish a world-class evidence-based, 
harm minimisation drugs policy, where 
policing focuses on supply and trafficking, 
and drug use is treated as a health concern.

2

Working with the Animal Justice PartyOpposing retrograde laws with Greens  
MP Jenny Leong

MANDATORY DISEASE TESTING
The major parties joined forces to take 
the state’s longstanding health approach 
to blood-borne diseases backwards. 
New laws give police officers who come 
into contact with bodily fluids the power 
to force offenders to have a blood test 
– even for spitting which cannot cause 
transmission. But even where transmission 
is possible, testing a third party has limited 
benefits because a negative test may be 
due to a low viral load, and a positive test 
does not confirm transmission. 

Since the laws were first presented to 
Parliament last year, I’ve worked to 
strengthen safeguards. There is now 
greater Ombudsman oversight, powers 
won’t commence until the Chief Health 
Officer releases guidelines and police must 
receive training. I joined other Independents 
and the Greens to oppose the bill. 

MARK LATHAM’S BILL WILL 
PROMOTE DISCIMMINATION
I called on the Parliament to reject a  
report which recommended passing  
Mark Latham’s appalling anti-discrimination 
bill. The bill would allow someone to 
discriminate against or vilify another for their 
LGBTQIA+ status, marital status or even 
religion if they claim the treatment comes 
from a personal religious belief. 

I sat on the committee that delivered the 
report but I was heavily outnumbered 
by members of the ‘Friends of Religious 
Freedom’ Parliamentary group, who all 
voted as a block to exclude evidence 
showing the negative impacts of the bill.  
I joined fellow committee members Jenny 
Leong of the Greens and Paul Lynch of 
Labor to provide a minority view. The 
government is due to respond by the  
end of September.

ANIMAL CRUELTY PENALTIES IMPROVE
Animals are emotionally intelligent, 
sentient beings. Wilful and neglectful 
animal cruelty is a brutal crime and those 
who abuse animals often also engage in 
partner, child and elder abuse and are 
more violent in the community.

Yet New South Wales animal cruelty 
penalties are the lowest in the country. 
In Parliament I supported a government 
bill to increase maximum penalties to 
better reflect the severity of crimes and 
community attitudes. I congratulate the 
Animal Justice Party which pushed for 
these reforms.  

FROM PARLIAMENT



Logged native forests devastate  
koala habitat
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Moore Park and Centennial Park needs  
locals’ voice protected

Wider paths, slower traffic please

BIG PARKLANDS PLAN LACKS SUBSTANCE
The government released a white paper on the Greater Sydney Parklands 
proposing one umbrella trust for parks across Sydney, a model which has been  
in place for around a year. The government says that a bigger trust will be a 
stronger advocate for green open spaces. 

Any parklands trust must act as custodian of the land not as a bureaucracy.  
The Greater Sydney Parklands now operates as the Centennial Park and Moore 
Park Trust and I have asked the minister to improve grassroots engagement. 
The white paper also includes disturbing commercialisation proposals that could 
affect the Entertainment Quarter. 

PARTY BOATS... BOOM! BOOM!
Harbour residents from Elizabeth Bay, 
Woolloomooloo, Walsh Bay, Barangaroo, 
Ultimo and Pyrmont regularly report 
excessive noise and disruption from party 
boats. Concerns have been ongoing 
for several years with few outcomes. 
I recently worked with the Friends of 
Sydney Harbour to better understand the 
limited regulation and asked questions 
in Parliament. I encourage residents 
to continue lodging complaints with 
Transport for NSW and Marine Police.  

NATIONAL PARK NEEDED TO 
PROTECT KOALAS
The Great Koala National Park would add 
175,000 hectares of state forest to existing 
protected areas to form a 315,000-hectare 
reserve in the Coffs Harbour hinterland. 
The area contains 44 percent of all koala 
hubs in state forests and other vulnerable 
species like the platypus. The massive 
economic boost would provide more local 
jobs than logging. 

The future of the koala is in peril after  
years of deforestation and the recent Black 
Summer bushfires. The only way the koala 
will survive is if we protect its habitat. In 
Parliament I called for the establishment  
of the Great Koala National Park.

SOUTH DOWLING TRAFFIC ISSUES
South Dowling Street north in Paddington is 
a beautiful terrace and tree lined residential 
street that supports distinctive cafés and 
boutiques. Removal of the clearway years 
ago substantially improved street amenity 
and it is now time to revisit other initiatives to 
help it reach its full potential. I have asked the 
roads minister to reduce the speed limit to 
40 kilometres per hour and investigate wider 
footpaths and a pedestrian crossing near 
Napier Street, which I understand would no 
longer require parking losses.

SUPPORTING INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS
Before COVID, international students contributed $14 billion annually to the 
state economy, creating over 100,000 jobs and providing income to universities. 
Many have now left the country, and those who stayed have suffered from 
unemployment, lack of income support and racism. Moving courses online 
has caused isolation and difficulties, making options in other countries more 
attractive. I joined City of Sydney Councillor Robert Kok at the opening of a 
new International Student Hub funded partly with a City of Sydney grant, which 
connects students with services and each other. I support a dedicated student 
quarantine trial and continue to call for international student travel concessions. 

International Student Hub



Campaigns & People
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Opening St Canice’s new library

Securing funding for LGBTQIA+ mental health support

Food security declines with pandemic

Our health workers deserve better awards

Campaigning for Dying With Dignity in Gosford 
with MP Liesl Tesch

SUPPORTING HSU CAMPAIGN
I joined fellow independent MPs to support healthcare workers across the state 
negotiate better award outcomes. Healthcare workers are covered by outdated 
awards that don’t recognise new skills or qualifications, include archaic conditions 
like providing hot water bottles to female employees, and allow the government to 
withhold half of the tax savings from salary sacrificing – a provision unique to this 
sector. We have called on the NSW government to work with the Health Services 
Union to modernise awards.

VOLUNTARY ASSISTED DYING UPDATE
I remain on track to introduce a voluntary assisted dying bill to Parliament in 
August or September. Laws have now passed in Victoria, Western Australia, 
Tasmania and South Australia, and the Queensland government has introduced 
legislation. My bill is consistent with the processes and safeguards in other 
states, benefiting from the work done there. I encourage you to join the campaign 
to pass this vital reform so that people in the advanced stages of a terminal illness 
can feel in control of their suffering and their life. 

OZHARVEST FUNDING STRETCHED
People across Sydney are making impossible choices between housing,  
food, medication, basic toiletries and paying bills. COVID increased demand 
for food relief by 47 percent, and the removal of the JobSeeker Supplement and 
JobKeeper payment has added to stress. The City of Sydney’s $1 million donation 
and fundraising campaign secured food for OzHarvest. I worked with Lord 
Mayor Clover Moore to get the state government to extend its contribution.  
Join the national campaign to increase support payments to help people out  
of poverty https://raisetherate.org.au.   

THANKING ST CANICE’S 
In Parliament I congratulated Canice’s Kitchen at St Canice’s Church in  
Elizabeth Bay for supporting vulnerable people during the pandemic. The kitchen 
transformed its daily onsite program into a COVID-safe food collection service 
with volunteers working out of remote kitchens distributing 190,000 food items 
during the first lockdown. The service also provides access to vaccines, mental 
health support, life coaching, employment training, legal clinics, showers, 
clothing and a library for rough sleepers. 

TWENTY10 BUDGET FUNDING
Twenty10 incorporating the Gay and Lesbian Counselling Service of NSW provides 
support to LGBTIQA+ people and their families with a focus on young people. The 
organisation’s mental health service has not been able to keep up with demand 
with only one part-time psychologist, despite covering the whole state. I worked 
with Twenty10 to get funding to train mainstream youth mental health services  
on LGBTIQA+ concerns. 


