
 

 

11 August 2021 
 
The Hon. Rob Stokes MP 
Minister for Planning and Public Spaces 
GPO Box 5341 
Sydney NSW 2001 
 
Dear Minister 

Greater Sydney Parklands White Paper 
 
Public green open space in urban neighbourhoods is essential to the health and wellbeing of 
residents, and to the environment and addressing the impacts of climate change. I support the 
intention of establishing Greater Sydney Parklands to elevate Sydney’s public open space in 
government priorities however I believe the legislative framework requires new safeguards against 
alienation and commercialisation, and stronger objectives to ensure that the parklands estate is 
expanded. 
 
Greater Sydney Parklands as Trust 
The justification for an umbrella organisation to act as trust for multiple parklands across Sydney 
relies on the assumption that a bigger trust will have more resources and capacity to advocate for 
green open space.  
 
But a bigger trust is also less connected to the parks and the communities it should represent and 
there is a risk that a larger trust will more likely act as a bureaucracy that administers government 
agenda without recourse to local community needs and interests. 
 
Ultimately, the size of the trust is not what is important; what matters is the willingness of 
the government of the day to fund and invest in public green open space. 
 
Funding Model 
The white paper proposes that Greater Sydney Parklands generate funds from commercial 
activities in existing commercial precincts and business hubs. I share widespread concern that this 
funding model encourages the continued commercial use of land zoned recreation in some regions 
in order to fund green open space elsewhere. Commercialisation of these precincts risks alienating 
land that could be returned to recreational purposes from ever being used for local public benefit. 
This is of great concern in the inner city where there have been increasing population densities with 
diminishing opportunities to expand space for community recreation. 
 
I am particularly worried that commercial activities at the Entertainment Quarter at Moore Park 
could be intensified to act as a ‘cash-cow’ for the Greater Sydney Parklands. The Entertainment 
Quarter remains public land under the Centennial Park and Moore Park Trust and provides rare 
opportunity to expand recreation facilities in response to growing demand from increased 
residential densities in surrounding neighbourhoods. The current unsolicited proposal for this 
precinct is aimed purely at profit and commercial outcomes, but appear to be consistent with the 
white paper’s funding model. 
 
Sydney’s parklands estate should not be required to be self-funding through alienation and 
commercialisation. 
 
Commercial Activities  
Any legislation should prohibit intensive commercial activities on public open space and create 
stringent safeguards to protect the public interest. The proposed legislation should: limit 
commercial activities to those which result in community benefit, require lessees to provide public 
access, require public access to and consultation on commercial arrangements, prohibit unsolicited 
proposals, and exclude long leases including 99 year leases. 
 



 

 

The legislation should include an objective for the Greater Sydney Parklands to minimise 
commercialisation and alienation of public open space.   
 
Expanding the Parkland Estate 
Population densities in Sydney have been growing rapidly and new residents increasingly live in 
apartments with little or no private outdoor space. Around 80 percent of the inner city already lives 
in apartments and relies on public space for fresh air and recreation. Redevelopment projects 
across the city including at the Sydney Fish Market site, Darling Harbour and Green Square will 
see populations skyrocket along with demand for public open space. The pandemic has made the 
public domain even more important as it provides opportunities to exercise and could help provide 
opportunities to socialise again safely as restrictions are eased.  
 
Sydney urgently needs to expand public green open space and this must be a fundamental role for 
Greater Sydney Parklands. The Greater Sydney Parklands should be investigating new 
opportunities to add to the parklands estate, including assessing government and privately owned 
land that could be rezoned for recreation such as unused Roads and Maritime Services land on 
William Street in Woolloomooloo.  
 
The legislation should make expanding public green open space an objective of Greater 
Sydney Parklands. 
 
Community Engagement 
I support the creation of community trustee boards however this should not replace strong 
connections between Greater Sydney Parklands and the community. Community members must 
have access to Greater Sydney Parklands members to discuss vision, priorities and operational 
issues and to be kept informed about plans and proposals for the parklands.   
 
Residents tell me that contact with the trust under the Greater Sydney Parklands has already 
significantly reduced and there is no mechanism for engagement other than through the 
Community Consultative Committee, which community members report is not genuine engagement 
because it does not provide formal pathways to interact with the community.  
 
Greater Sydney Parklands must operate as a custodian of the parklands and work closely 
with local communities outside of trustee boards, liaising with community leaders and 
members.  
 
Could you please ensure the future parklands management framework has stronger 
safeguards against commercialisation and alienation of existing and new public open 
space, has expanding the parklands estate as a key objective, and has stronger 
connections with community? 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Alex Greenwich 
Member for Sydney 


