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Dear Premier 

 

EMERGENCY REQUEST TO RE-OPEN THE FASHION AND TEXTILE INDUSTRY IN NSW 

 
Australian-made fashion and textiles, which support a vital local supply chain, are in crisis. 

 

The sector asks for immediate action to protect their significant economic contribution and local job 

provision. The fashion and textile industry in NSW contributes $9.7 billion to the Australian economy every 

year, and the current health restrictions put thousands of jobs at risk, with particular impacts on women who 

make up around 77 per cent of the sector's workforce.  

 

The Australian Fashion Council, on behalf of its members, is asking for the safe restart of the manufacturing 

sector in NSW, in line with the freight and construction industries. This would require the classification of 

manufacturing workers in the fashion and textile sector as ‘authorised’.  

 

We understand that at this challenging time in NSW, there are many sectors that are struggling under the 

current restrictions, and you have the difficult task of finding ways to maintain economic activity while 

ensuring community safety. In doing so, we ask you to recognise the uniqueness of the Australian-made 

fashion and textiles sector, and the vital role that it plays in the ‘Australian Made’ story and landscape. The 

Australian Government has protected this sector in the past, including the successful negotiation of a 12.5 

per cent reduction in tariffs to the UK for Australian-made garments, and the reliance on this sector to 

mobilise to supply locally made quality PPE in 2020 when the international supply chain came to a standstill.  

 

We ask you to please consider the following factors, conveyed by Australian Fashion Council members, 

which are pertinent to the re-opening of the fashion and textile manufacturing sector in NSW:   

 

 

 



EMERGENCY REQUEST TO RE-OPEN THE FASHION AND TEXTILE INDUSTRY IN NSW 

 

 

Australian Made 

• Supporting the local garment industry to continue operating during this crisis maintains employment 

in the local economy in short and long term by keeping products made in Australia. 

• The local garment industry is already fragile and any further pressure could cause the local garment 

industry to collapse. 

• Moving manufacturing offshore during a crisis would likely result in a permanent move away from 

local manufacturing.  

• Fashion and textiles is a highly competitive global market. International buyers will not wait for 

Australian brands to re-open in months or even weeks.  

      

 Gender Equality 

• The majority of the garment industry workforce are women, with many women financially supporting 

their families, and often this work cannot be done from home. 

• We know that women have carried a higher burden during this pandemic - financial, home duties, 

schooling children and care-giving.  

• We also know that the industries employing women - retail, beauty, hospitality, care-giving - have 

been severely impacted over the past 18 months. 

  

Consistency and fairness across industries   

• The warehousing and construction industry is able to continue operations using Covid-safe 

practices. A warehouse is allowed to operate, collecting and housing offshore garments and 

distributing them around the state, however there is no provision to keep Australian made products 

in production 

• Why are the same conditions not applied to the garment industry?  

     

In consideration of the above, we ask that you consider approving an immediate re-opening of 

the fashion and textile factories in NSW, under the strictest health and safety protocols, to allow 

their employees to be authorised to continue to operate and feed the supply chain so that 

Australian-made brands can continue to manufacture locally in the medium to long term. 

 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

 

  
Alex Greenwich MP Cllr Jess Scully 
Member for Sydney Deputy Lord Mayor 
NSW Parliament City of Sydney 


