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19 August 2021 
 

The Hon. Rob Stokes MP 
Minister for Planning and Public Spaces 
GPO Box 5341 
Sydney NSW 2001 

 
Dear Minister 
 

Paddington Bowling Club Site 
 
We write to ask to request action to address longstanding uncertainty about the future of the 
former Paddington Bowling Club and its return to public open space and recreation. 
 

The Paddington Bowling Club is Crown land adjacent to Trumper Park set aside for recreation and 
open space. The land currently includes lawn bowl courts, tennis courts and a clubhouse. We 
have repeatedly raised concerns about the history of commercialisation, mismanagement, alleged 
corruption, proposed development and successive transfers of the lease to commercial interests. 

Operations ceased on the bowling club site in June 2015 and the current leaseholder’s plans are 
unclear. The facility and land remains inaccessible to the public.  
 
We have seen records showing that the La Perouse Local Aboriginal Land Council lodged land 

rights claims on this site in September 2009 (20657), September 2010 (29716) and December 
2016 (42494), along with a claim from the NSW Aboriginal Land Council in December 2016 
(42493). We understand that Crown Lands has assessed these claims and they are awaiting your 
decision.  

 
There is high demand in Paddington and the inner city for access to green open space and 
recreation facilities, and the government’s Public Open Space Strategy identifies gaining more 
open space as a priority.  

 
The current pandemic has increased this demand. Parklands and open spaces are providing 
respite and escape during these increasingly challenging times. Safe areas for exercise and 
outdoor recreation is at a premium.  
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It is very disappointing that this unique public land remains locked up, inaccessible and not being 
used for its dedicated purpose. It is very concerning that these outstanding Aboriginal land claims 
remain unresolved after such a long period of time and we ask for your urgent action to resolve the 

future of the site, including possible temporary access during pandemic restrictions.  
 
 
Could you please urgently resolve the future of the Paddington Bowling Club site and 

inform us what action you will take? 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 

 
 

Alex Greenwich MP Cllr Harriet Price 
Member for Sydney Councillor Paddington Ward 

NSW Parliament Woollahra Municipal Council 


