
 

 

 

 

7 October 2021 

 

Dear Member, 

Voluntary Assisted Dying Bill 2021 (NSW) 

I am writing to you as President of the NSW branch of the Australian Lawyers Alliance (ALA). The ALA 

is a national association of lawyers, academics and other professionals dedicated to protecting and 

promoting justice, freedom and the rights of the individual. 

This letter seeks to highlight the ALA’s support for the establishment of a voluntary assisted dying 

(‘VAD’) scheme in NSW through the passing of the Voluntary Assisted Dying Bill 2021 (‘the Bill’), 

which will be introduced into NSW Parliament this month. 

The ALA submits that people with terminal illnesses in NSW are suffering right now and even the 

best medical and palliative care cannot relieve all, or even some, of that suffering. VAD would allow 

them a peaceful death. After all, VAD is a choice made by a dying person about the manner of their 

death in the context of great suffering caused by their diagnosed terminal illness.  

The ALA further submits that there is overwhelming public support for VAD in NSW, as 

demonstrated by the 2019 Vote Compass survey which revealed 77 per cent of respondents from 

NSW – across all demographics and locations – were in support of VAD.1 

The ALA considers that the Bill contains important safeguards within the proposed VAD model to 

ensure VAD would be made available compassionately and safely in NSW, including: 

• limiting access to people whose terminal disease will cause death within six months, or 12 

months for neurodegenerative conditions, and who are experiencing suffering that cannot 

be tolerably relieved; 

• requiring multiple assessments of decision-making capacity and whether the patient is 

acting voluntarily and without pressure or duress; 

• requiring two doctors with prescribed experience and mandatory training to assess and 

approve the patient’s request and, where appropriate, to be able to seek further 

assessment from a specialist, psychologist and/or psychiatrist;  

• mandating that all steps in the VAD process will need to be documented and provided to 

a statutory oversight body; and 

• ensuring that no health practitioner, hospital or residential facility will be forced to 

participate and can conscientiously object or not participate for any reason. 

As such, the ALA strongly supports the Bill and would urge you to vote in favour of it.  

NSW should join the five other States – Tasmania, South Australia, Queensland, Victoria and 

Western Australia – that have all passed VAD laws. 

                                                           
1 A complete analysis of the NSW data from the 2019 Vote Compass survey, including an electorate-by-

electorate breakdown, can be found here: https://www.dyingforchoice.com/VoxPop_VAD_NSW 

https://www.dyingforchoice.com/VoxPop_VAD_NSW


 

Thank you for your attention in this important matter. Please do let me know if I can be of further 

assistance, in which case please direct correspondence to Dr Louis Schetzer, Policy & Advocacy 

Manager, Australian Lawyers Alliance, on (02) 9258 7700 or at louis@lawyersalliance.com.au.  

Yours sincerely, 

 

JOSHUA DALE 

President NSW Branch of Australian Lawyers Alliance 
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