
 

   

 

 

6 October 2021 

 

Dear Members of the NSW Parliament 

 

Re: Proposed Voluntary Assisted Dying (VAD) Legislation 

 

Council on the Ageing (COTA) NSW is the State’s peak body representing people over 50. COTA 
NSW is an independent, consumer-based, non-government organisation. 

We write to you in our capacity as the primary policy and advocacy organisation for older 
people in NSW regarding the introduction of the Voluntary Assisted Dying Bill to be introduced 
by Alex Greenwich MP this month. 

COTA NSW supports this Bill and the legalisation of Voluntary Assisted Dying (VAD) in NSW. 

This position is based on the strong support for VAD which has been consistently demonstrated 
by older people in NSW. Research undertaken by Newgate Research earlier this year, and 
published as part of the COTA Federation State of the (Older) Nation report found that 72% of 
people aged 50 and over in NSW supported this legislation. Further, more than half of older 
people in NSW consider voluntary assisted dying for themselves.  This confirms multiple other 
previous pieces of research. 

COTA NSW is asking you to support this legislation and take a position that represents the 
majority of your electorate. It is our belief that older people in the last stages of a terminal or 
incurable illness have the right to make informed decisions on their end-of-life medical care, 
including the choice to receive medical assistance to end their life peacefully, at a time of their 
choosing. 

Unfortunately, much of the discourse on these issues has been highly emotive and 
unconstructive, including false claims that older people will be vulnerable to unscrupulous 
relatives encouraging the use of VAD for financial gain. There is simply no merit to this 
argument. The proposed Bill builds on work done in other jurisdictions and contains robust 
safeguards to ensure that people seeking voluntary assisted dying are protected from any 
coercion or malpractice. 

This Bill represents an historic opportunity for Parliament to secure a landmark reform. 

We would be grateful for the opportunity to discuss this with you further, and we look forward 
to your response. 

Yours sincerely 

  

Meagan Lawson 

CEO 

https://www.cota.org.au/policy/state-of-the-older-nation/

