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18 October 2021 
 
NSW Members of Parliament 

Dear NSW Member of Parliament 

CANCER VOICES NSW SUPPORT FOR VOLUNTARY ASSISTED DYING LEGISLATION 

Following the introduction of the Voluntary Assisted Dying Bill 2021 to the NSW Parliament by Alex Greenwich 
MP, Cancer Voices NSW is writing to all members of Parliament to indicate its support for the implementation 
of voluntary assisted dying (VAD) arrangements in New South Wales. 

Cancer Voices NSW provides the independent voice of people affected by cancer in NSW, working to improve 
the cancer experience of the more than 50,000 people who, according to official projections, will be diagnosed 
yearly.  Established in 2000, we focus on the areas of prevention, diagnosis, information, treatment, research, 
support and care, survivorship and policy.  To achieve this we work in partnership with decision makers and 
providers of these services, ensuring the patient perspective is heard from planning to delivery. 

It is significant that twenty-eight of your parliamentary colleagues have supported the introduction of the 
draft legislation. They have recognised, as indicated in Alex Greenwich’s second reading speech that, for those 
making use of VAD arrangements, the ‘disease, illness or medical condition must cause suffering to the patient 
that cannot be tolerably relieved. Importantly, the patient must have decision-making capacity to make a 
voluntary assisted dying decision.’ Evidence from other jurisdictions with VAD provisions indicates that a 
significant number of those using the arrangements will be people with a terminal cancer. 

As an advocacy organisation, Cancer Voices NSW has had a long-standing commitment to the provision of 
palliative and end-of-life care in NSW. It is pleasing that the Government has made significant investments into 
palliative care in recent years, in particular through the funding of specialist expertise in the NSW health 
system. It is vital that these levels of funding are maintained into the future, given the shift in community 
attitudes that favours a terminally ill person dying at home rather than in a hospital or hospice. 

However, there are circumstances in which the best palliative or end-of-life care is insufficient for, or 
unacceptable to, a person who is dying from cancer. Such people deserve the right of choice as regards their 
treatment. Choosing the time of their death needs to be seen as a vital part of the range of treatment options 
available to them. 

Cancer Voices NSW therefore urges you to support the introduction of voluntary assisted dying arrangements, 
which includes appropriate safety measures and checks and balances as provided for in the draft legislation, in 
our state. 

Yours sincerely 

 

 
 
Elisabeth Kochman 
Chair, Cancer Voices NSW 
 
Cancer Voices is the independent, volunteer voice of people affected by cancer - since 2000 

	


