
 

 

23 September 2021 
 
General Manager 
Singleton Council 
PO Box 314 
Singleton NSW 2330 
 
Dear General Manager 
  

DA 183/1993 Modification – Redbank Power Station 
 

I write to object to the proposed modification to allow use of biomass as a fuel source for the 
Redbank Power Station.  
 
The NSW Parliament Committee on Environment and Planning Inquiry into Sustainability of 
energy supply and resources in New South Wales, which I chaired, heard evidence on the 
use of biomass as an energy source and subsequently found that biomass is not a 
renewable, sustainable source or energy. The committee recommended that biomass should 
not be used as a fuel source or be eligible for renewable energy credits. The relevant 
findings and recommendations are listed below:   
Finding 5 
Forest biomass is not a renewable, sustainable source of energy. 
Recommendation 2 
That the NSW Government amends the definition of native forest biomaterial under the 
Protection of the Environment Operations (General) Regulation 2009 to prevent the burning 
of wood from native forests to generate energy. 
Recommendation 3 
That the NSW Government works with other jurisdictions to exclude native forest biomass 
from being classed as renewable energy and ensure it is not eligible for renewable energy 
credits. 
 
Evidence at the committee hearing identified that this form of bioenergy leads to 
deforestation, produces more emissions than fossil fuels, reduces the number of older trees 
that can reabsorb carbon from the atmosphere, and negatively impacts on biodiversity. It is 
also an expensive form of energy generation. The committee report (2/57 tabled August 
2021) is available at https://bit.ly/3zzNbRZ.  
 
I share widespread community concern that urgent action is needed to reduce greenhouse 
emissions. The evidence shows that using biomass for electricity generation will contribute to 
dangerous global warming, cost more and impact on local forests and biodiversity.  
 
I ask that council not approve this modification given the impacts on the environment 
and emissions? 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Alex Greenwich 
Member for Sydney  

https://bit.ly/3zzNbRZ

