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two YeArs of  
results for sYDneY
After becoming member for Sydney at the October 2012 by-election – sparked 
by laws that forced Clover Moore to resign – I have worked with you to keep 
inner city issues on the government agenda including education, environment, 
equality, affordable housing, strata reform, animal welfare, planning and heritage, 
and the digital economy.

I introduced six private members bills, spoke 205 times and asked 362 questions. 
I continued Clover’s tradition of lodging petitions every day including for container 
deposits, to ban pet sales in pet shops and against social housing selloffs.

Despite being in Parliament just over two years, I saw a change in Premier, 
cabinet reshuffles and ten Liberal members moved to the crossbench after 
ICAC corruption hearings. 

The exposés detracted from serious government inaction on climate change 
and damaging environmental policies like loss of marine protections. There 
have been civil liberty setbacks with mandatory sentencing and reduced police 
oversight. Public land was handed over for a second casino at Barangaroo. 
Democracy was manipulated in City of Sydney elections to double business 
votes and future council amalgamation plans could further limit your voice.

Some of our wins included withdrawal of recreational hunting in national parks, 
budget allocations for a primary school in Ultimo/Pyrmont, better protection for 
same-sex couples married overseas and destructive planning laws blocked.

I maintained a strong working relationship with the Lord Mayor’s office and City 
of Sydney and Woollahra councils.

This newsletter summarises my work since being elected and our influence  
on outcomes. 
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Getting government  
to look to the future
I successfully amended a government 
motion on economic performance to 
focus on the importance of digital 
innovation and entrepreneurs. I pushed 
the government to ensure computer 
coding and programming are taught  
in schools. 

Making it harder to vote
The government empowered the City  
of Sydney Council to limit elections to  
postal votes, allowing councillors to 
remove attendance voting if they think  
it will keep them in power. Removing  
voting options is undemocratic and I  
told Parliament we should introduce  
new ways to vote like electronic voting. 

Donation laws favour major parties
To be seen to address ICAC corruption 
allegations before the next election, 
the government changed donation 
rules to give more public funding to 
major parties and the same or less to 
independents and smaller parties. While 
the parties did backroom deals to their 
mutual benefit, I negotiated stronger 
donation disclosure laws. 

Cannabis to help seriously ill 
Cannabis is widely used to treat 
terminal and debilitating illnesses. In 
Parliament I welcomed a clinical trial 
and called for legislation to ensure 
patients have access to safe cannabis, 
avoid prosecution and get medical 
oversight of their treatment.

Working with locals across SydneySupporting innovative businesses of the future
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PS. Parliament has ended and there will be a State Election on 28 March. 
Ensure your enrolment details are up to date: www.aec.gov.au.
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cliMAte cHAnGe AnD sustAinAbilitY 
I initiated debate on climate change and argued for State based renewable energy 
and greenhouse gas reduction targets, no new coal power, stronger energy 
efficiency laws and solar panel incentives. I repeatedly called for a container 
deposit scheme to boost bottle and can recycling and cut litter.

I championed a Sydney marine park which the government is now considering, 
opposed fishing in shoreline sanctuary zones and called for a ban on mining in 
Sydney’s drinking catchment. 

I opposed proposals to expand logging in State forests and burn forest biomass 
for electricity. 

We need a long term plan to cut vehicle pollution, filter motorway stacks and 
monitor city centre air quality. 

TWO YEARS  
OF RESULTS 
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With supporters of my Animal Welfare billPurpose-built social housing Sirius building at risk

FOR AFFORDAbLE hOUSinG 

I pushed for strong affordable 
housing targets and incentives in 
the inner city where social housing 
waiting lists are enormous, boarding 
houses are closing, and key workers 
like teachers and nurses, and 
students get priced out. 

I strongly opposed the sale of  
inner city social housing and 
successfully advocated for better 
repairs and to retain the Community  
Development Worker.

SpEAkinG Up FOR OUR  
vOiCELESS FRiEnDS 

Animals suffer physical and emotional 
pain and I pushed for a ban on cruel 
factory farming and supported a 
Greens bill to legislate a humane 
definition for free-range eggs. 

My Animal Welfare (Population Control 
Programs) Bill would ensure animal 
welfare groups can desex street cats. 
Trap-Neuter-Release programs break 
the breeding cycle. 

My bill to remove the pest eating 
Pink-eared duck from the list of ducks 
that can lawfully be shot proved the 
government’s hunting agenda was  
not about pest control. 

DEFEnDinG CiviL RiGhTS

I opposed government bills to  
remove civil rights including 
mandatory sentencing which lead 
to unfair sentences and don’t deter 
crime. I hope Parliament’s support for 
my motion on judicial independence 
means fewer laws like this. The 
parliament unanimously supported  
my motion for funding community 
legal centres. 

In response to my bill to remove 
private school exemptions from 
discrimination laws, the Board 
of Studies now investigates 
complaints and will deregister 
schools that are not inclusive 
for LGBTI students. Mardi 
Gras policing improved after I 
worked with LGBTI advocates, 
the Ombudsman, police and 
the former minister to address 
the heavy handed approach  
in 2013.

With Greens MLC Dr Faruqi, I introduced legislation to allow trans* people to change 
their birth certificate without getting a divorce and I worked with other members on a 
State based same-sex marriage bill. I got barriers to registering a relationship for same 
sex couples who marry overseas removed. I worked with government members on 
legislation to help remove criminal records for consensual homosexual sex and got 
Parliament to formally acknowledge that past homosexual criminal laws were wrong.  

sydneynews

towArDs equAlitY  

Stuck in the coal-fired past

Working with colleagues towards equality
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iMProvinG 
eDucAtion 
oPtions 
The city is increasingly home to 
families with children and I pushed 
for new schools and childcare.

The government will fund a new 
primary school in Ultimo and is 
looking at high school options in 
response to our campaign. I called 
for selective public schools to offer 
more local spots.

I opposed TAFE cuts and called for 
continued funding of programs for 
people with a disability, returning to 
work, with limited literacy or over 55 
years old. 

Lack of inner city childcare prevents parents, especially mothers, returning to 
work and I pushed for childcare in major developments and supported family day 
care and playrooms in co-working spaces. 

 
ProtectinG  
Green sPAce 
Inner city homes have little or no 
outdoor space; we must protect and 
expand public grasslands.

I asked for increased Centennial Park 
and Moore Park Trust funds to stop 
commercialisation. My Centennial 
Park master plan submission argued 
that recreation should be the priority 
and next year’s expected Moore 
Park master plan must not sanction 
alienation. I opposed the Anzac 
Parade bridge because it alienates 
large parts of Moore Park and is 
useless to pedestrians and cyclists.
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Working with cops and the community for 
a safer Sydney

Strata living should be fair and viable

reminder

ApARTMEnT RiGhTS 

I pushed for greater council powers to 
prevent overcrowding and short term letting 
in apartments. I opposed home building 
changes that will cut the warranty 
period for most defects from six to two 
years and tried to get the longer period 
restored for fire and water proofing defects.

My strata reform submission 
recommended changes to prevent drift 
smoke and developer control of buildings. 
My question got the government to 
change the default bylaw to allow pets 
in apartments with executive committee 
permission, which I hope will encourage 
pet friendly buildings.

bETTER TRAnSpORT   
I welcomed the government’s CBD 
transport blueprint which supports 
walking, cycling and public transport 
to reduce congestion. The chosen light 
rail route through Surry Hills and Moore 
Park however was a surprise and I 
advocated for residential and business 
protections. Minor improvements were 
made and I’ll continue working to limit 
construction impacts. 

SAFER SYDnEY  
Sydney must provide late night places 
to see live music and shows, dance and 
socialise, while protecting patrons and 
neighbourhood amenity. 

I took a balanced approach to debate 
on the lockouts arguing that Sydney 
can have a vibrant nightlife and safe 
streets. While lockouts can be effective 
in penalising poorly managed venues, 
whether they reduce violence in 
hotspots when applied across the board 
is unclear, whereas earlier closing times 
have proven benefits. The government 
introduced both so it will be difficult to 
determine which works best. I asked for 
all-night train services and exemptions to 
the 1:30am lockouts for well-run venues 
with live music and entertainment, not 
just drinking, and special events. 

More parklands lost to the SCG

education   •   environment   •   equality

My Botanic Gardens and Domain master plan submission slammed the 
proposed Domain sound shell and Mrs Macquarie’s Chair viewing platform.  
The plan should preserve green grass, trees, open space and botanical science.

With talks of more development and another lease sale, I reminded Parliament 
that the Entertainment Quarter must return to the public at the end of the lease 
as promised.

next State Election is 28 March 2015
Enrol at www.aec.gov.au
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DefenDinG resiDents’ vote   
The NSW Government doubled the vote of big business in City of Sydney Council 
elections hoping to seize control of Town Hall. I led opposition against this widely 
condemned Melbourne model. Debate was woeful with government members ranting 
their petty gripes with the Lord Mayor. Big business should not have more influence 
on decision makers than residents and I will work to have these laws repealed.

HoMelessness services sAveD  
Funding was restored to inner city refuges following a massive campaign against cuts, 
especially to women’s refuges. I argued that people escaping violence need services  
to get their lives back on track. 

no new cAsino  
The government and opposition joined forces to ram laws for Packer’s casino at 
Barangaroo through Parliament without public scrutiny. This followed a secret 
assessment which excluded community involvement, social impact considerations 
and competition. It won’t just be for high rollers as promised and the site is excluded 
from liquor lockouts. I called a division and only Independent Greg Piper and Greens 
Jamie Parker joined me to oppose the laws. 

DefenDinG Millers Point resiDents  
I strongly opposed the sale of all social housing in Millers Point, Dawes Point and 
The Rocks, which is forcing relocation of 400 vulnerable people from a close-knit 
community. Most properties are basic and have no views. The government failed to 
commit sale proceeds or develop a coherent plan for more low cost housing. I am 
working with the community to get a better outcome. 

PlAnninG lAws on HolD 
A proposed overhaul of planning laws to prioritise development over environment, 
heritage, community and amenity got stalled in the upper House thanks to our 
strong community campaign. In Parliament I argued that fast-tracking development 
encourages defects and reduces amenity and sustainability. 

ProtectinG Public Assets 
For the first time in 30 years the government will conduct a public tender for the 
Elizabeth Bay marina. It has also asked ICAC to investigate the lease transfer 
from Paddington Bowling Club. Both decisions follow community campaigns that 
I supported. 

for better DeveloPMent  
Massive inner city redevelopment is occurring or planned including at Darling Harbour, 
Central to Eveleigh and the Bays Precinct. I continue to urge the government to 
involve local residents and provide education, childcare, affordable housing, transport 
and open space for planned and existing adjacent residents in these projects. 

HuntinG in nAtionAl PArks witHDrAwn 
I worked with environment groups to pressure the government to withdraw plans 
to allow recreational hunting in national parks. Now only a limited trial of hunting is 
permitted under the control of the National Parks and Wildlife Service.

One-Vote-One-Value

15,000 signatures to save women’s refuges  
delivered to Parliament

“Save Millers Point” community picnic

Elizabeth Bay Marina open for public tender


