
Local Government at risk
IPART’s ‘Fit for the Future’ report deems the City of Sydney and 
Woollahra councils ‘unfit’ solely because they do not meet the 
government’s imposed size criterion. They are deemed fit on all 
other criteria.

In fact the City was the only council to get a ‘strong’ financial 
sustainability rating; it was commended for low residential rates 
and proactive government partnerships on infrastructure and 
urban renewal. Despite concluding it is big enough to stand alone, 
IPART had to stamp it ‘unfit’.

The size required is for a ‘Global City Council’ that merges the 
City and Woollahra with Botany, Waverley and Randwick councils 
to make a super-council the size of Tasmania.

There is a clear government agenda to centralise power within 
politically favourable boundaries to control the economically 
strong inner city. 

The minister and the Premier spent the week in Parliament claiming 
IPART has proven amalgamations are necessary but almost all 
councils are ‘unfit’ because of arbitrary size criteria. Meanwhile 
a Liberal Party councillor and the Shooters and Fishers want a  
CBD-only council with fewer residents.

Changes would be disruptive, costly and put grassroots local 
representation at risk.

I’m supporting the City and Woollahra councils’ campaigns to 
stay independent.
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REFOCUSSING JOBS ACTION 
A new board – ‘Jobs for NSW’ – will identify 
ways to create jobs. The focus must be 
digital innovation, entrepreneurs and 
helping women and carers return to work.  
In response to my legislative amendments, 
the government promised strong female 
and digital startup representation. 

ANzAC PARADE BRIDGE SLAMMED
Following my request for a review, the 
Auditor General slammed the Tibby Cotter 
Bridge process and confirmed that fast-
tracking and lack of competitive costing 
or a business case caused the budget 
blowout. The bridge is a blight on Moore 
Park and removed vital open space without 
serving pedestrians or cyclists.

CASINO BUILDING A DONE DEAL?
My submission opposed the Barangaroo 
hotel and casino building proposal which 
will prevent views and site integration, 
overshadow public space and create wind 
tunnels and traffic chaos. Detailed design 
was released before the concept to relocate 
and increase the height of the tower was  
even approved. The building represents 
another private grab for public land.

STRATA REFORM
Long awaited strata changes that address 
proxy farming, smoke drift, overcrowding and 
defects passed the lower House following 
years of our advocacy. I objected to changes 
that will allow termination of schemes with 
only 75 per cent of owners’ agreement.

Over 10,000 signed to save the Powerhouse 
- well done!

Fighting amalgamations in Woollahra
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ADDRESSING DOMESTIC VIOLENCE  
Domestic and family violence rates are shockingly high and in response to my question 
in Parliament, the Minister for the Prevention of Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault 
reported on legislative and policy reforms to prevent abuse and support victims, 
including new ways to collect evidence and new behaviour change programs.

Up to one in three LGBTI people experience domestic violence but victims are 
less likely to seek help and the government committed to work with ACON to 
develop strategies for this group.
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Rescue greyhounds from racing crueltyWhistleblowers reduce animal crulety

EASY TENANT EVICTIONS 
COULD HURT VULNERABLE
Most social housing tenants are  
good law abiding neighbours however 
dysfunction and intimidation can occur. 
The government’s bill went too far in 
removing the tribunal’s discretion when 
evicting tenants for certain offences. 
The minister responded to my concerns 
and amended the bill to ensure tenants 
are not evicted because of the actions 
of an abusive spouse. I called for better 
health and support services to help 
tenants stay in their homes.

CLIMATE CHANGE  
A STATE MATTER
I hope that a change in leadership at  
the national level will result in stronger 
action on climate change. A recent 
expert assessment found that the 
federal government’s latest climate 
change commitment does nothing to  
change big polluters’ behaviour or  
support renewable energy. In Parliament  
I asked the NSW environment minister 
for state action. We need regulation 
and targets to replace fossil fuels with 
green energy. I welcome introduction of 
a state energy savings trading scheme. 

POLICE COMPLAINTS  
REFORM NEEDED 
In Parliament, I again called for an 
independent police complaints system 
that is fair for complainants and police, 
with adequate resources for thorough 
investigations that improve policing.  
I’m pleased Surry Hills command 
is reviewing suspicious deaths in 
the LGBTI community in the 1970s, 
1980s and early 1990s as hate crimes. 
Other groups over-represented in 
police statistics including Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islanders, homeless 
people, ethnic minorities, street drug 
users and young people all want an 
independent police complaints system.

FROM PARLIAMENT

SILENCING ANIMAL ACTIVISTS 
Instead of preventing animal cruelty, governments are legislating to criminalise 
undercover animal activists who expose it. At the federal level, ‘ag-gag’ laws 
to force investigators to deliver any evidence to authorities as soon as it is 
acquired are expected, making it hard to prove inherent cruelty and helping 
perpetrators claim cruelty is one-off. At the state level I opposed the Biosecurity 
Bill’s increased penalties, which could punish activists who reveal animal abuse 
in food production and racing.

With the minister announcing domestic violence funding at ACON

… TIME TO BAN PROVEN RACING CRUELTY 
This year animal activists showed how entrenched the cruel and illegal practice 
of live baiting is in greyhound racing – this would not have been possible under 
ag-gag laws. Greyhound racing results in 18,000 healthy dogs destroyed each 
year, hundreds of injuries each race week, doping and starving to increase 
performance, and poor living conditions. Cruelty is profitable in this industry and 
in Parliament I called on the government to finally ban this archaic activity.
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PREPARING TO FIGHT FOR BIODIVERSITY 
Ahead of expected legislative changes, I called on the government to protect 
biodiversity. The variety of plants, animals, micro-organisms and ecological 
communities support life, clean air and water, fertile land and pollination but 
despite having one of the worst extinction rates in the world, habitat destruction 
continues and biodiverse rich land gets fragmented. We need robust, principled, 
scientific-based, enforceable laws for future generations and I will oppose any 
erosion of existing protections. 
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WESTCONNEX 1950s PLANNING
In Parliament, I supported Jenny 
Leong’s motion calling for activity 
on the WestConnex tollway project 
to cease until the full business case 
and environmental impact statement 
are made public. But the government 
used its numbers to keep financial and 
environmental impact details secret. 
Justifications for the project keep 
changing, no consultation has occurred 
and the current proposal will cause traffic 
chaos on King Street and Parramatta 
Road, bringing more cars into the CBD.

WHITE CITY REDEVELOPMENT
White City has been in disrepair for 
years and renewal of the site is needed. 
While it is disappointing that the latest 
proposal does not restore and retain 
the historic centre court, recreation 
facilities are needed for Paddington 
and I support the non-profit fitness 
proposal. There will be a swimming 
pool, a gym, a playing field, basketball/
netball courts and childcare. My 
submission called for a reduction in 
the clubhouse building height and 
measures to prevent traffic impacts.

PUBLIC TRANSPORT CHANGES
We urgently need mass transport to 
reduce future traffic chaos however 
construction of the light rail will make 
transport to, from and within the inner 
city difficult in the short term. Most 
services have changed and more 
transfers are needed. The minister 
promised to fast-track an Edgecliff 
station lift but no dates are set. I’ve 
asked the government to restore  
bus links to Circular Quay. 
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BETTER BAYS PRECINCT OUTCOMES NEEDED
The Bays Precinct has been the subject of ongoing review since 2009 and after 
the taskforce released a community supported report for ongoing port and 
maritime uses, and public open space – with residential homes secondary – the 
government started a new process geared towards development. In Parliament 
I supported Jamie Parker’s motion, telling Parliament that public outcomes must 
be at the forefront of this process and stressing the need to deliver open space at 
Bank Street and prevent overdevelopment of the Fish Markets.

STOP THE CHOP  
The ‘10/50’ code was introduced last year in response to the Blue Mountains 
bushfires to allow home owners in bushfire zones to remove trees within 50 metres 
and vegetation within 10 metres of their homes without council or fire service 
approval. It has led to protected tree and habitat destruction to free up views yet 
government changes retain self-assessment so nothing will change. In Parliament I 
argued that there is no scientific basis for the rule, with poorly removed vegetation 
creating fire fuel, and owners less likely to get expert bushfire assessments. 
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Australians welcome refugees

HUMANE REFUGEE RESPONSE NEEDED  
We must act on the global refugee humanitarian crisis and I was heartened that 
my motion in Parliament in support of refugees and asylum seekers got support 
from all sides. I commend the Premier and Leader of the Opposition for their 
commitment to do more to help people escaping persecution.

SAME SEX ADOPTION RIGHTS TURN FIVE 
In Parliament I spoke on the five year anniversary of Clover Moore’s same sex 
adoption legislation, which allowed children whose parents are a same sex couple 
to be adopted by both parents not just one. All children now have access to the 
same protections, which is vital particularly when there is death or sickness. 
I’ve heard many happy stories of children now adopted by both parents. The 
legislation is a great example of what can be achieved when MPs from different 
parties work together.

MOORE PARK UPDATE
The members for Heffron and Newtown, Lord Mayor Clover Moore, and I met the 
environment minister to ask him to stop proposals to build stadia on Moore Park. 
The government must set a clear framework for Moore Park’s future that rules 
out any development so that sporting bodies cease making damaging plans. 
The minister acknowledged our concerns and promised better consultation.  

PLASTIC BAG BAN CLOSER
Most plastic bags end up in landfill or as litter, causing injury and death to 
wildlife. South Australia, Northern Territory, the ACT and Tasmania have already 
banned single-use lightweight plastic bags and surveys show community 
support for a ban as high as 91 per cent. In Parliament I called for a ban during 
debate initiated by the Liberal member for Coogee and hope his support signals 
potential government reforms. Download and sign my petition.

ENDING FORCED COSMETIC SURGERY 
Infants born with atypical sex characteristics such as part or both male and female 
genitals are often subject to ‘normalising’ surgery to reduce family concern and 
stigma. But cosmetic genital surgery has lifelong impacts including pain, scarring, 
lost sexual sensation and sterilisation as well as problems if the child’s later identity 
differs from their surgically assigned sex; many adults are dissatisfied with surgery 
outcomes. I asked the health minister to review the practice and support reforms 
for informed consent in line with human rights groups’ calls.

MILLERS POINT 
I continue to work with the Millers Point Community Working Party and the 
minister to allow vulnerable tenants to stay in their homes. I provided the minister 
with proposals on how this could be done and hope there will be a positive 
outcome by the end of the year.

Continuing Clover’s work towards LGBTI equality

With fellow Moore Park defenders

Alternatives to plastic bags

Bringing tenants to the minister
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