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3 December 2012 
 
Navin Prasad, Road Network Leader 
Roads and Maritime Services 
OxfordStreetImprovements@rms.nsw.gov.au 
 
Dear Navin 
 

Proposed Oxford Street Changes 
 
I write to object to the proposed changes to Oxford Street Paddington. These changes will increase 
traffic speed, increase pedestrian hazards, reduce access to homes and businesses and destroy 
the economic viability of this high street shopping strip. 
 
Oxford Street is one of Sydney's great streets. It is a village centre and particularly at the 
Paddington end, it is a major fashion retail destination. However Oxford Street's ability to thrive is 
being challenged by changing market forces, nearby drive-in shopping centres and fast-moving 
through traffic.  
 
The success of the Paddington Oxford Street retail precinct relies on shoppers' ability to travel from 
shop to shop on foot, both up and down the street as well as across both sides of the road. On-
street parking limited by clearways and fast-moving traffic on Oxford Street has already had a 
negative impact on visitor experience, and is an ongoing major concern of retailers and residents. 
 
Wider Lanes 
I am concerned that permanent removal of the median strip with subsequent widening of lanes will 
turn Oxford Street Paddington in to a thoroughfare of fast-moving traffic, as extra lane space 
encourages motorists to drive faster. 
 
Fencing 
The proposed fence will frustrate pedestrians because they will not be able to cross the road safely 
at their desired point. Similar fences have been removed in other locations including Oxford Street 
Darlinghurst because pedestrians continued to cross, finding themselves trapped by the fence and 
at risk of being killed or injured. For Oxford Street Paddington, there are only four crossing points 
available in the 680 metre section proposed for fencing, and this is within a major shopping strip 
where pedestrians frequently cross.  
 
Oxford Street is a major public transport hub which a number of bus services use, and my 
constituents point out that they will have to travel unreasonable distances to cross the road to get 
to a bus stop. The risk of bus patrons crossing dangerously and being trapped by the fence is a 
major concern. 
 
Buses and trucks regularly use Oxford Street lanes and because lanes are narrow, there is a real 
risk they will collide with fences.  
 



Proposed fencing would impact on the heritage value of this internationally recognised Victorian 
heritage conservation area, and it would divide the north and south communities of Paddington. 
These are undesirable social outcomes.  
 
Residents regularly complain about the time they must wait to cross at traffic signals in Oxford 
Street, where vehicle traffic is given significant priority over pedestrians.  
 
I agree with constituents that installing more dedicated crossing points and increasing the 
crossing times at existing points would more effectively encourage pedestrians to cross the 
road safely, addressing the key road safety concerns that drive these proposals.  
 
I share the strong community and business view that pedestrian and vehicle safety would 
dramatically improve if the speed limit was reduced to 40 kilometres per hour, as used in 
other high pedestrian activity areas. 
 
Side Street Access 
Proposals to limit right turns to and from William, Underwood, Elizabeth and George streets will 
prevent access to homes and business for residents and workers, while supporting Oxford Street's 
status as a thoroughfare between other areas.  
 
Restricting access to and from side streets will funnel large amounts of traffic via Jersey Road and 
Glenmore Road and also turn these streets in to thoroughfares, and create unnecessary through-
traffic across North Paddington. Between 6.00 am and 10.00 am and between 3.00 pm and 7.00 
pm right turns from Oxford Street on to Glenmore Road are not permitted, which would make 
access to north Paddington at these times virtually impossible.  
 
Of particular concern is that all traffic heading from the west that needs to access George, 
Wentworth or Underwood streets will access them through Tivoli Street, which is one of the 
narrowest streets in Paddington. Tivoli Street has high pedestrian activity, being a route used by 
large numbers of public transport users and school children. The narrow size of the footpaths 
causes most pedestrians to walk on the road. Increasing traffic volumes on Tivoli Street will create 
serious pedestrian safety risks. Furthermore constituents tell me that before Woollahra Council 
installed bollards to slow traffic and reduce the size of vehicles accessing the street, there were a 
number of vehicle collisions with homes, which are right against the pavement. 
 
The proposals will create noise, pollution and pedestrian hazards. 
 
Traffic safety for turning vehicles would be more effectively improved if the speed limit on 
Oxford Street were reduced to 40 kilometres per hour. 
 
The changes have been proposed in isolation from work being conducted by the City of Sydney 
and Woollahra Municipal Council with residents and businesses to make Oxford Street more 
pedestrian friendly and economically viable for business. I encourage Roads and Maritime 
Services to work with these councils, business groups and residents on alternative proposals 
including reducing the speed limit and installing additional dedicated crossing points.  
 
Could you please withdraw proposals for Oxford Street Paddington and work with the City 
of Sydney and Woollahra Council to improve pedestrian safety? 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Alex Greenwich 
Member for Sydney 
Cc. Minister for Roads and Ports 
 
 


