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31 January 2013 
 
The Hon Gladys Berejiklian MP 
Minister for Transport 
Level 35 Governor Macquarie Tower 
1 Farrer Place 
Sydney NSW 2000 
 
Dear Minister 

 
South Eastern Light Rail – Surry Hills Route 

 
I write to request that you consider undergrounding the planned South East Light Rail service 
along Devonshire Street. 
 
I welcome the Government's commitment to light rail, and to the South Eastern route between 
Circular Quay and Randwick. The service between Central Station and Randwick will provide fast 
and reliable public transport for patrons of the Moore Park sporting and entertainment precinct, the 
University of New South Wales and the Prince of Wales Hospital, while significantly reducing traffic 
congestion. Events at the sporting stadia particularly bring traffic to a standstill across the inner city 
and inner east. 
 
Without new forms of mass transport, traffic congestion will only worsen and impact on our 
economy and community wellbeing. 
 
I understand that Devonshire Street has been chosen for light rail because the steep topography of 
Foveaux and Albion streets makes them unable to accommodate large light rail carriages. I also 
understand that the Government supports the above-ground route along Devonshire Street 
because of the cost of a tunnel. 
 
Reports indicate that undergrounding the service on Devonshire Street will save five minutes on 
the journey, attract new patrons from buses and make extending the service beyond Randwick in 
the future more viable. An underground service has the additional benefit of protecting the amenity 
of Surry Hills residents, retaining Wimbo Park open space and preventing demolition of the Olivia 
Gardens apartment building.  
 
While undergrounding for the short distance required will have higher initial costs, these are 
modest in comparison to costs associated with the proposed $13 billion WestConnex project with 
nine kilometres of tunnelling.  
 
Sydney urgently needs the planned light rail network, but I am concerned that we invest now in the 
best service possible with the least impacts and a strong foundation for an expanded mass transit 
network. 
 



Could you please consider undergrounding the light rail service along the Devonshire 
Street leg of the route and inform me what action you will take? 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Alex Greenwich 
Member for Sydney 
 


