
    

 
  
 

 

 
1 December 2016 
 
The Hon Rob Stokes MP 
Minister for Planning 
GPO Box 5341 
Sydney NSW 2001 
 
 
Dear Minister 
 

Modification 13 - New Hotel and Residential Tower  
Star City Casino 

 
I write to object to the proposed hotel and residential tower on the Star City Casino site, 
for which the Secretary’s Environmental Assessment Requirements have been issued, 
and to ask that your department refuse to allow it to proceed to environment impact 
assessment. 
 
The proposed tower fails to comply with height, floor space ratio and zoning requirements 
under the Sydney Local Environment Plan (LEP) 2012.  
 
The proposed 215-metre height of the tower would represent a mammoth increase on 
what currently exists on the site and the permitted LEP heights of 28 metres across the 
site with three sections that allow for 65-metre heights. When the casino was first 
approved the community was promised that it would never exceed the height of the stacks 
of the Pyrmont Power Station, which was demolished to make way for the facility; building 
a tower on the site would be a betrayal of the community’s trust.   
 
The proposed tower would cause significant impacts for Pyrmont including overshadowing 
of residential buildings, creating wind tunnels, interrupting public and private harbour 
views, and creating a barrier to the harbour. Towers of such great height are not 
appropriate adjacent to the harbour where they privatise and minimise the public harbour 
experience, and in this location is in conflict with Darling Harbour precinct’s planning 
objectives.  
 
The site is zoned commercial core, which does not permit residential apartments and 
there is no public benefit for including residential apartments on the site given Pyrmont is 
already the most densely populated suburb in Australia. Indeed increasing residential 
populations in this region will add to the already serious strain on infrastructure like open 
space, public transport, roads and parking, and services like schools, childcare and 
sporting facilities. 
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The proposal does not comply with any long term approved master plan or concept plan 
and appears to be a desire to match recently proposed and approved towers in Darling 
Harbour and Barangaroo, undermining work by the City of Sydney and the Greater 
Sydney Commission to plan the city strategically. The proposal represents ad hoc 
planning at its worst.  
 
Changes to the original casino approval are significant. I support the City of Sydney’s 
concern that a modification application is inappropriate and new development application 
is needed.  
 
Could you please ensure this proposal does not proceed and inform me what 
action you will take? 
 
 Yours sincerely 

 
Alex Greenwich 
Member for Sydney 
 
 


