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Bank Street is prime waterfront land and successive governments have promised to transform the 
site into a public recreation destination. The proposed development will prevent this outcome and I 
restate my objection to what is a terrible outcome for this important site. 
 
The Sydney Heritage Fleet approved facility followed extensive work with the community to ensure 
it did not interfere with the vision for a public waterfront passive recreation destination. It 
maintained both working harbour operations and publicly accessible green open space along the 
foreshore. In contrast, the proposal to relocate the Blackwattle Bay Marina to Bank Street will 
erode the amenity of the space and render it little more than an ugly backend facility. The small 
portion of open space is away from the foreshore and will be unattractive due to the adjacent 
marina operations.  
 
Shipping containers will dominate the site and operations will involve noisy unpleasant transfer of 
goods and waste on and off the site. On days when rubbish is collected, up to 14 massive bins will 
line the Bank Street footpath making the precinct ugly from the street and the overlooking homes. 
 
While the preferred project report tries to stress that the marina would be temporary, with the site 
able to be turned into a park as promised after 10 years, there is no solution for relocating the 
marina at the end of this period and no guarantee that one will be found. It is unlikely that the 
existing or future Fish Market sites will accommodate the facility. There is community support for 
permanent relocation within the Glebe Island/ White Bay vicinity and this alternative should be 
given close consideration. Securing a permanent site for the facility must be the priority so that the 
marina can move with minimal community interference.  
 
There is a widespread concern that at the end of the 10 year period, there will be a push to 
continue the facility at Bank Street through future modification applications either because an 
alternative location has not been secured or because demand for the marina’s services has 
increased over time and additional capacity is needed. 
 
It is unclear how the site would be remediated at the end of the period and if the project is 
approved, the conditions of consent should require the proponent to remediate the site to a level 
that would allow immediate transformation into green open space. 
 



 

 

The preferred project report implies that the community’s open space vision is not a valid concern 
because it is not foreseeable in the near future due to complex ownership arrangements. This 
ignores decades of work among various community and stakeholder groups including the NSW 
government and City of Sydney. 
 
Little has changed to the proposal since the initial environmental impact assessment other than 
reconfiguration of the wharf and water marina, and an update to the Plan of Management.  
 
The stated aim of the Plan of Management is to protect amenity against noise, odour, visual and 
traffic impacts, yet it is only a guideline and can be changed at any time in the future by Roads and 
Maritime Services. Stronger guarantees are needed for those living adjacent to the site and 
guidelines aimed at protecting residential, harbour and open space amenity such as restrictions on 
vessel loading, cleaning and speed, and waste collection should be made conditions of consent if 
the project is approved.  
 
I note that there are no guidelines that require stationary vessels berthed at the marina to turn their 
engines off. As a harbour representative, I often hear from constituents affected by noise and 
pollution from idle vehicles with running engines and restrictions are needed to prevent this impact.  
 
The proposal remains a poor public outcome for what is a beautiful site with immense 
potential and I urge the department to act in the interests of the community, as custodian of 
the harbour and reject it so that the site can be transformed into a public recreation park. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Alex Greenwich 
Member for Sydney 
 
 
 


