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9 April 2013 
The Hon Barry O'Farrell 
NSW Premier 
Level 40, 1 Farrer Place 
SYDNEY NSW 2000 
 
Dear Premier 

Proposed Second Casino Review 
 
I write to request that you appoint a new panel to assess Crown’s proposal for a second Sydney casino on 
public land at Barangaroo, following further media revelations that call into question the integrity of the 
review. 
 

Today’s Sydney Morning Herald reports that David Murray hosted a fundraiser for the Liberal Party in his 
home. This follows a 16 February Herald report that your department prepared media scripts for the panel to 
defend Crown Casino’s proposal.  
 

My search of donations on the Electoral Funding Authority website indicates that entities associated with Mr 
Murray have made donations in excess of $40,000 to the New South Wales Coalition. These include 
donations from Credit Suisse where Mr Murray is a senior adviser and Olbia Pty Ltd where Mr Murray acts 
as a consultant. This could lead to a perception that Mr Murray is not able to provide independent advice.  
 

I have previously raised concerns about the need for an independent body to provide commercial advice to 
the panel. On 23 January, the Sydney Morning Herald reported a financial relationship between Deloitte and 
Crown. My assessment of electoral funding shows Deloitte has made donations of nearly $250,000 to the 
New South Wales Liberal and National parties since July 2008. This could lead to the perception of a 
significant conflict of interest in this matter.   
 

Casinos can be hotbeds for crime and are places where people lose money. The casino and hotel will be on 
public land and up to 60 storeys high, with major impacts on the Barangaroo development, particularly the 
adjacent public open space. The proposed site is within walking distance of Sydney’s existing casino. Recent 
polling from Newspoll shows that almost two thirds of the community oppose the second casino proposal.  
 

Any assessment that contributes to the decision to proceed with a second Sydney casino must be 
independent and be seen to be independent. There must be extensive consultation with input from crime 
experts, welfare organisations and the local community.  
 

Vital public confidence in a rigorous and politically independent process has been lost and will only be 
restored if you re-start the process under the direction of a truly independent expert panel whose 
membership has not been financially linked to the key decision makers. 
 

Could you please appoint a new and independent panel to assess the financial benefits of the 
proposed second casino at Barangaroo and inform me what action you will take in response to these 
concerns? 
 

Yours sincerely 

 
Alex Greenwich 
Member for Sydney 


