
COVID-19 update
I hope you are doing OK. Across the globe the COVID-19 crisis  
is having far reaching impacts on health systems, the economy 
and society. We have seen tragic loss of life in many countries 
and have had to introduce unprecedented health measures to 
slow the spread of the disease to prevent similar rates of death 
and serious illness.

It is a difficult time for everyone, with massive disruption to life 
and work including loss of the basic freedom to move about.  
The isolation from loved ones is especially challenging, 
particularly for people who are older or who live alone.

Parliament is sitting on an ad hoc basis to consider urgent 
legislation, with my office now focussed on COVID-19 issues 
within the electorate. The government has been responsive 
to the concerns and ideas I have raised on your behalf. We have 
seen welcome co-ordination and collaboration to get numerous 
support packages and massive financial aid released rapidly. 

My work has covered a broad range of COVID-19 issues 
including tenancy protections, guidelines for strata communities 
including for short term letting, electronic meetings and unpaid 
levies, and getting rough sleepers urgently housed.

Stay safe and reach out to my office if you need help with  
state government matters.
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PARLIAMENT COVID-19 LAWS 
Parliament passed a number of laws to protect 
health, prevent financial hardship and help 
businesses stay afloat. During debate on payroll 
tax reforms to encourage businesses to keep or 
hire staff, I called for urgent strategic planning  
to manage the massive change in workforce 
and an expansion of the public service.  

OVERSEAS WORKER SAFEGUARDS  
Overseas employees are common in industries 
impacted by COVID-19 like the arts and food  
and beverage but they have no access to benefits 
or support. They are at risk of homelessness 
and employers risk losing skilled staff when the 
pandemic is over. I asked the federal treasurer to 
extend the Jobkeeper scheme and income support 
to all overseas workers including students. 

BLOOD DONATIONS EXPANDED 
The health minister agreed to my request to reduce 
the out-of-date and discrimantory waiting period 
after male to male sex to donate blood from 12 
months to three months. Scientific evidence shows 
this is enough time to detect blood borne diseases 
and NSW follows the US, UK and Canada. Blood 
donations are vital in emergencies.

QUARANTINIS A REALITY 
The government agreed to my request to let 
bars sell takeaway food and drinks – including 
cocktails – during the shutdown. This will 
provide much needed income for those who’ve 
had their business grind to a halt. My website 
lists local businesses that provide takeaway  
or home delivery.

St Vincent’s staff test for COVID-19 in Bondi -  
thank you for looking after Sydney, St Vincent’s!

Newsletter 21  |  May 2020

COVID-19  
information
Service NSW 13 77 88
health.nsw.gov.au 



WORST FIRE SEASON EVER
The COVID-19 crisis followed an unprecedented bushfire season that saw the city 
blanketed in thick toxic smoke for months and widespread destruction of homes 
and biodiversity.

Through a special motion of Parliament, I shared condolences to those who lost loved 
ones or homes and acknowledged the wonderful support of inner city communities.

Work must now focus on rebuilding, helping wildlife recover and addressing climate 
change, which fuelled the fires’ ferocity and scale. I called for an urgent halt to logging 
in state forests. Shockingly the government has already started logging forests that 
provide habitat to endangered species impacted by fires and wants to move operations 
into previously protected old growth forests. Over a billion animals and hundreds of 
billions of insects were killed and those left need natural refuges to survive.

The fires showed the cost of climate change inaction and why warming must 
not exceed two degrees. Submissions to the parliamentary inquiry I am chairing 
on transitioning away from coal almost unanimously recognise power supply is 
changing and global thermal coal markets are shrinking. Contrary to what some 
leaders and vested interests claim, we can retain jobs through emerging industries 
like hydrogen, renewable technology, agriculture and “green chemicals” if we 
prepare the economy for the future.

I am committed to protecting our environment for future generations.
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Thousands petition parliament for  
Aboriginal flag on Harbour Bridge

Committee hearing on registration  
of engineers

SECURE WATER SUPPLY 
Hoping for rain is not a policy to drought 
proof the city. Last year Sydney dam levels 
dropped near 40 per cent and we must 
prepare for the next dry spell. We are the 
only place in the world to mine within our 
catchment – a practice that depletes eight 
million litres of drinking water a day – and 
pricing rules for water recycling in residential 
developments are commercially prohibitive. 
In Parliament I called for urgent sustainable 
water reform.

SAFER BUILDINGS  
Poor construction is forcing many 
apartment owners to raise exorbitant levies 
to repair defects like water leaks and non-
compliant fire systems. The government 
introduced a new regime to accredit 
designers and contractors and require 
building code compliance declarations. 

My negotiations got the new statutory 
duty of care allowing owners to sue 
for negligence to apply retrospectively. 
While my amendments to close building 
warranty loopholes that currently let 
developers contract out of liability did 
not pass, the government promised to 
reconsider them in the next stage of reforms. 

The bill will not solve all defects problems, 
but it is a good start and I hope the 
Legislative Council passes the reforms. 

… ENGINEERS BILL INQUIRY 
The parliamentary environment and 
planning committee, which I chair, is 
inquiring into the best way to accredit 
engineers, including in the construction 
industry. We are considering whether to 
bring engineers under the government’s 
planned design practitioner registration 
regime, under the opposition’s proposed 
professional board, or a combination of both.  

ABORIGINAL FLAG 
The Australian Aboriginal Flag is an official 
flag that is flown at civic locations across 
the country. Flying it on the Sydney 
Harbour Bridge permanently would 
provide a visual link to our rich Aboriginal 
history and show a willingness to stand 
and work together to close the gap. 
The government says the bridge cannot 
hold three flag poles but in response to 
a petition with over 10,000 signatures, 
the minister said he will reassess. During 
debate I congratulated entrepreneur 
Cheree Toka for her fantastic  
grassroots campaign.

FROM PARLIAMENT

RFS celebrated at Mardi Gras 2020



ENTERTAINMENT  
QUARTER  
REDEVELOPMENT  
LOOMS
Together with Lord Mayor Clover  
Moore, I asked the Premier and  
public spaces minister to protect  
the former showgrounds site  
from commercial intensification.  
Clover Moore’s 1992 private  
member’s bill stopped sale and  
development of the site and the  
then government promised to  
return the land to the community  
when the Fox lease expired.  
The current Entertainment Quarter leaseholder has submitted an unsolicited 
redevelopment proposal under a 99-year lease. 

The surrounding populations are skyrocketing and existing open and recreation 
space is at capacity; the former showground site is publicly owned and provides 
a rare opportunity for new recreation facilities.

Woollahra Councillor Harriet Price helping 
get pooches in pubs in Paddo

WATCHING PYRMONT 
In Parliament I asked the government to work with the local community to 
deliver social infrastructure, public transport, and affordable housing in the 
review of Pyrmont’s planning framework. The government has set up a steering 
committee and released “directions” for comment. 

The minister promised to ensure consultation throughout the process and said 
new plans would promote “social and environmental opportunities”. While he 
acknowledged Pyrmont is already densely populated, I remain concerned that 
overdevelopment is driving the process. I will continue to monitor the situation 
and push for good planning outcomes.

 
AMNESTY BIN WIN
I supported the government’s introduction 
of amnesty bins at music festivals. The bins 
give patrons an option to safely discard 
illegal drugs if they change their mind about 
taking them, without the threat of legal 
consequences. The bins might stop people 
taking higher doses all at once when they 
see police with drug dogs, but with music 
festivals cancelled due to COVID-19, we 
won’t know for a while. 

Although not revolutionary, I welcome any 
harm minimisation reform. I will continue 
to push for pill testing, decriminalised 
personal use, and an overhaul of strip 
searches and drug dog operations.

WHITE CITY DA SAGA
With most White City development 
already approved, my submission on 
the latest modification aimed to protect 
local amenity and safety. The proposed 
truck routes through the back streets of 
Paddington, including past the Glenmore 
Road Public School are unnecessary 
and I called for a more direct route to 
New South Head Road. Traffic calming 
measures are needed to prevent conflict 
with Sydney Grammar School students, 
particularly at Alma Street. My submission 
also called for conditions to ensure the 
Paddington Greenway project can  
proceed in the future. 

While the proposal is not what I’ve been 
advocating, or the community long worked 
for, I welcome the much needed upgrade 
to the site and introduction of new 
recreational facilities. 

follow my
work at
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TAKING YOUR POOCH OUT
Bringing your dog to the local pub or bar (when they reopen) is a sociable 
and civilised thing to do, yet it is illegal. Some bars let dogs in anyway, but 
if someone complains, councils have to enforce the prohibition. Pets are an 
important part of people’s lives and when dogs are in public places, it’s good for 
community, atmosphere and the dog’s wellbeing.   

Ten years ago laws were changed to permit dogs in outdoor dining areas 
without any issues. I asked the government to support Greens member Jamie 
Parker’s bill to let dogs in pubs and the local government minister’s response 
was promising. Sign his petition at www.jamieparker.org/dogs_in_pubs.

Pyrmont planning framework needs 
balanced inputs 

White City DA concerns continue

A new unsollicited redevelopment proposal  
needs careful review

@alexgreenwich
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ONLINE COMMUNITY
In Parliament I paid tribute to inner city community support networks like 
Facebook groups: Darlo Darlings, Potts Pointers and Pyrmont Locals. During the 
COVID-19 pandemic members are sharing information on hard-to-find supplies, 
encouraging support for local businesses and connecting vulnerable people 
with those who can help shop or run errands. Initiatives like ‘buy-now-pay-later’ 
enable people to buy ahead of time to support local business or buy an extra 
meal for someone in need and support their favourite restaurant or café.  
In times of crisis, it is inspiring to see so much kindness in the community.

LEGAL CENTRES RECOGNITION
Community legal centres help people and communities who are vulnerable, 
disadvantaged and marginalised get justice. The Sydney electorate is served 
by the Inner City Legal Centre and Redfern Legal Centre, with specialist 
services available in LGBTIQ, domestic violence, migrant employment, policing, 
discrimination and tenancy laws. These services are more vital than ever and I 
work closely with both organisations to identify and advocate for needed policy 
reforms. In Parliament I acknowledged their invaluable contribution and again 
called for additional resources.  

LOCAL CAPITAL GRANTS
Congratulations to all the local community groups that successfully secured 
capital grants under the Community Building Partnership program. I proudly 
supported funding to refurbish archives at the Jewish Historical Society, install 
water stations at Glenmore Public School, engage a dragon boat trainer at 
Pacific Dragons, and upgrade and repair offices, accommodation and computer 
systems at the National Trust, Mental Health Association, Lou’s Place, Australian 
Chinese Community Association, Hopestreet, Compassionate Friends, Jewish 
House, PCYC, Heritage Boating Club and Vine Street Church Hall.

CONGRATULATIONS CLOSE
This year saw the first students attend the Inner City High School on 
Cleveland Street. More will join as the building advances and new classes are 
added. After I was first elected I worked with CLOSE – Community for Local 
Options for Secondary Education – to campaign for the school. CLOSE built 
community support and helped demonstrate the need to government. My first 
ever question in Parliament was for a new inner city high school and it is great  
to see our work realised. 

WELFARE SERVICES ADAPT
In response to the COVID-19 pandemic, vital welfare services have been forced 
to change how they work with marginalised groups who rely on face to face 
communication. I commend the creative responses from groups like Lou’s Place, 
Wayside Chapel, Rough Edges, Salvo’s Street Level and Holdsworth Community 
who have all found ways to get help to people in need during this crisis. 

Vital legal centres provide specialist advice 

Alex speaks at ACCA about community building

We won: Inner City High School opens

Lou’s Place makes kindness call

Darlo Darlings pantry for those in need
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